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INTRODUCTION 


Tue life of Euripides coincides with the most stren- 
uous and most triumphant period of Athenian history, 
strenuous and triumphant not only in action, but in 
thought, a period of daring enterprise, alike in 
material conquest and development, and in art, 
poetry, and philosophic speculation. He was born in 
480 Bc., the year of Thermopylae and Salamis. 
Athens was at the height of her glory and power, 
and was year by year becoming more and more the 
City Beautiful, when his genius was in its first flush 
of creation. He had been writing for more than 
forty years before the tragedy of the Sicilian 
Expedition was enacted; and, felix opportunitate 
mortis, he was spared the knowledge of the shameful 
sequel of Arginusae, the miserable disaster of 
Aegospotami, the last lingering agony of famished 
Athens. He died more than a year before these 
calamities befell. | | 
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His father was named Mnesarchides, his mother 
Kleito. They must have been wealthy, for their son 
. possessed not only considerable property (he had at 
least once to discharge a “liturgy,’} and was 
“ proxenus,’ or consul, for Magnesia, costly duties 
both), but’ also, what was especially rare then, a 
valuable library. His family must have been well- 
born, for it is on record that he took part as a boy in 
certain festivals of Apollo, for which any one of 
mean birth would have been ineligible. 

He appeared in the dramatic arena at a time 
when it was thronged with competitors, and when it 
must have been most difficult for a new writer to 
achieve a position. Aeschylus had just died, after 
being before the public for 45 years: Sophocles had 
been for ten years in the front rank, and was to 
write for fifty years longer, while there were others, 
forgotten now, but good enough to wrest the victory 
from these at half the annual dramatic competitions 
at least. Moreover, the new poet was not content — 
to achieve excellence along the lines laid down by 
his predecessors and already marked with the stamp 
of public approval. His genius was original, and he 

1 Perhaps the expense, or part-expense, of equipping a 
war-ship. 
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followed it fearlessly, and so became an innovator in 
his handling of the religious and ethical problems 
presented by the old legends, in the literary setting 
he gave to these, and even in the technicalities of 
stage-presentation. As originality makes conquest 
of the official judges of literature last, and as his 
work ran counter to a host of prejudices, honest and 
otherwise,! it is hardly surprising that his plays 
gained the first prize only five times in fifty years. 
But the number of these official recognitions is no 
index of his real popularity, of his hold on the hearts, 
not only of his countrymen, but of all who spoke his 
mother-tongue. It is told how on two occasions the 
bitterest enemies of Athens so far yielded to his 
spell, that for his sake they spared to his conquered 
countrymen, to captured Athens, the last horrors of 
war, the last humiliation of the vanquished. - After 
death he became, and remained, so long as Greek 
was a living language, the most popular and the 
most influential of the th?ee great masters of the 
drama. His nineteenth-century eclipse has been 
followed by a reaction in which he is recognised as 


1 «6 He was baited incessantly by a rabble of comic writers, 
and of course by the great pack of the orthodox and the 
vulgar.” —MURRAY. 
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presenting one of the most interesting studies in al] 
literature. 

; In his seventy-third year he left Athens and his 
clamorous enemies, to be an honoured guest at the 
court of the king of Macedon. There, unharassed 
by the malicious vexations, the political unrest, and 
the now imminent perils of Athens, he wrote with a 
freedom, a rapidity, a depth and fervour of thought, 
and a splendour of diction, which even he had 
scarcely attained before. e 

He died in 406 B.c., and, in a revulsion of repent- 
ant admiration and love, all Athens, following 
Sophocles’ example, put on mourning for him. Four 
plays, which were part of the fruits of his 
Macedonian leisure, were represented at Athens 
shortly after his death, and were crowned by 
acclamation with the first prize, in spite of the 
attempt of Aristophanes, in his comedy of The Frogs, 
a few months before, to belittle his genius. 

His characteristics, as Compared with those of his 
two great brother-dramatists, may be concisely stated 
thus :— | 

Aeschylus sets forth the operation of great principles, 
especially of the certainty of divine retribution, and 
of the persistence of sin as an ineradicable plague- 
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taint. He believes and trembles. Sophocles depicts 
great characters: he ignores the malevolence of 
destiny and the persistent power of evil: to him 
‘man is man, and master of his fate.’’ He believes 
with unquestioning faith. Euripides propounds great 
moral problems: he analyses human nature, its 
instincts, its passions, its motives ; he voices the cry 
of the human soul against the tyranny of the super- 
natural, the selfishness and cruelty of man, the 
crushing weight of environment. He questions: 
“he will not make his judgment blind.” 

Of more than 90 plays which Euripides wrote, 
the names of 81 have been preserved, of which 
19 are extant—18 tragedies, and one satyric drama, 
the Cyclops. His first play, The Daughters of Pelias 
(lost) was represented in 455 B.c. The extant plays 
may be arranged, according to the latest authorities, 
in the following chronological order of representation, 
the dates in brackets being conjectural : (1) Rhesus 
(probably the earliest) ; (2) Cyclops; (3) Alcestis, 438 ; 
(4) Medea, 431; (5) Children of Hercules, (429-427) ; 
(6) Hippolytus, 428; (7) Andromache, (430-424) ; 
(8) Hecuba, (425); (9) Supplanis, (421); (10) Mad- 
ness of Hercules, (423-420); (11) Ion, (419-416); 
(12) Daughters of Troy, 415; (13) Electra, (413); 
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(14) Iphegeneia tn Taurica, (414-412); (15) Helen, 412 ; 
(16) Phoenician Maidens, (411-409) ; (17) Orestes, 408 ; 
(18) Bacchanals, 405 ; (19) Iphigeneta in Aulis, 405. 

In this edition the plays are arranged in three 
main groups, based on their connexion with (1) the 
Story of the Trojan War, (2) the Legends of Thebes, 
(3) the Legends of Athens. The Alcests is a story 
of old Thessaly. The reader must, however, be 
prepared to find that the Trojan War series does not 
present a continuously connected story, nor, in some 
details, a consistent one. These plays, produced at 
times widely apart, and not in the order of the story, 
sometimes present situations (as in Hecuba, Daughters 
of Troy, and Helen) mutually exclusive, the poet not 
having followed the same legend throughout the 
series. 

The Greek text of this edition may be called 
eclectic, being based upon what appeared, after care- 
ful consideration, to be the soundest conclusions of 
previous editors and critics. In only a few instances, 
and for special reasons, have foot-notes on readings 
been admitted. Nauck’s arrangement of the choruses 
has been followed, with few exceptions. 

The translation (first - published 1894-1898) has 
been revised throughout, with two especial aims, 
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closer fidelity to the original, and greater lucidity in 
expression. It is hoped that the many hundreds of 
corrections will be found to bring it nearer to the 
attainment of: these objects. The version of the 
Cyclops, which was not included in the author's 
translation of the Tragedies, has been made for this 
edition. This play has been generally neglected by 
English translators, the only existing renderings in 
verse being those of Shelley (1819), and Wodhull 
(1782). 
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ARGUMENT 


In the days when Erechtheus ruled over Athens, Apollo 
wrought violence to the king’s young daughter Creusa. 
And she, having borne a son, left him, by reason of her 
fear and shame, in the cave wherein the God had 
humbled her. . But Apollo cared for him, and caused 
the babe to be brought to Delpht, even to his temple. 
Therein was the child nurtured, and ministered in the 
courts of the God’s house. And in process of time 
Erechtheus died, and left no son nor daughter save 
Creusa, and evil days came upon Athens, that she was 
hard bestead in war. Then Xuthus, a chtef of the 
Achaean folk, fought for her and prevailed against her 
Euboean enemies, and for guerdon of victory received 
thé princess Creusa to nife, and so became king-consort 
an Athens. But to these twain was no child born ; so, 
after many years, they journeyed to Delphi to inquire 
of the oracle of Apollo touching issue. And there the 
AGod ordered all things so that the lost was found, and 
an heir was given to the royal house of Athens. Yet, 
through the blind haste of mortals, and their little faith, 
was the son well-nigh slain by the mother, and the 
mother by the son. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Hermes, the messenger of the Gods. 
Ion, son of Apollo and Creusa. 


CREUSA, Queen of Athens, Daughter of Erechtheus, and wife 
of Xuthus. 


Xvuruus, an Achaean chief, king-consort of Athens. 

Op Servant (of Erechtheua formerly, then of Creusa) 
Servant (of Xuthus). 

Pyruia, the Prophetess of the temple. 

ATHENA, Patron-goddess of Athens. 

Cuorvs, consisting of Handmaids attendant on Creusa. 
Attendants, priests, guurds, and Delphian citizens. 

Scene: At Delphi, in the fore-court of the temple of 


Pythian Apollo, who is called also Phoebus, and Loxias. 
The great altar of sacrifice stands in the centre. 
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Enter HERMES, 

HERMES _ 
ATLAs, whose brazen shoulders wear the base 
Of heaven, the ancient home of Gods, begat 
Of a certain Goddess! Maia, which bare me, 
Hermes, heaven’s messenger, to Zeus most high. 
Now to this Delphian land I come, where Phoebus 
Hath at earth’s navel his prophetic seat, 
Revealing things that are and things to be. 


There is a famous city of the Greeks, 

Named Burg of Pallas of the Golden Spear. . 

There Phoebus forced Erechtheus’ child Creusa, 

Where the north-facing rocks, beneath the Mount 

Of Pallas in the Athenian land, are called 

The Long Cliffs by the lords of Attica. 

Naught knew her sire—for this was Phoebus’ 
will— 

The burden ’neath her heart; but in due time 

She travailed in his halls, and brought the babe 

Unto the selfsame cave wherein the God 

Had humbled her, and left it there to die 

In the fair-rounded hollow of an ark, 

Still keeping the tradition of her race 

And earth-born Erichthonius, by whom 

Zeus’ Daughter set for warders of his life 

Two serpents, ere to the Agraulid maids 


1 Pleione, daughter of Ocean. 
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She gave the babe to nurse. For this cause there 


The Erechtheids use to hang about their babes 
Serpents of gold. Yea, broidery from her robe 
She tied to her babe, and left him, as for death. 
Then did my brother Phoebus ask me this : 
“Go, brother, to the earth-born folk of Athens 


The glorious,—for thou know’st Athena’s burg,— 


And from the rock-cleft take a babe new-born, 
With cradle and with swaddling-bands withal, 
And bear to Delphi, to mine oracle, 

And set him at my temple’s entering-in. 


All else be mine: for this—that thou mayst 


know,— 
Is my son.’ For a grace to Loxias 
My brother, took I up the woven ark, 
And bare, and on the basement of this fane 
I set him, opening first the cradle’s lid __ 
With-woven, that the boy might so be seen. 
And, as the sun drove forth his chariot, passed 
A priestess into the prophetic shrine, 
Who, casting eyes upon the wordless babe, 
Marvelled that any Delphian maid should dare 
Into the God’s house fling her child of shame, 
And o’er the holy pale in zeal had thrust ; 
But pity banished cruelty: yea, the God 


Wrought that the boy be not cast forth his fane. 


~ So took she him and nursed, nor knew the sire 
Was Phoebus, nor the reckling’s mother knew ; 
Nor knows the boy who brought him into life. 
So did the youngling round the altars sport 
That fed him. When to manhood waxed 
frame, 
The Delphians made him treasurer of the God, 
And trusted steward of all; and in the fane 
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He liveth to this day a hallowed life. 

But she, Creusa, that had borne the lad, 

Was wed to Xuthus, by such hap as this :-- 

A surge of war ’twixt Athens rose and them 
That in Euboea hold Chalcidice ; 

Then on their side he fought, and smote their foes, 
And for his guerdon won Creusa’s hand— 

An alien, yet Achaean born, and son 

Of Aeolus son of Zeus. But, after years 

Of wedlock, childless are they, for which cause 
To this shrine of Apollo have they come, 
Yearning for seed. Now Loxias guides their fate 
Hereto, nor hath forgotten, as might seem. 

He shall give Xuthus, when he entereth, 

His own child, saying to him, “ Lo, thy son,” 
That the lad, coming home, made known may be 
Unto Creusa, Loxias’ deed abide 

Unknown, and so the child may have his right. 
And Ion shall he cause him to be called 
Through Greece, the founder of an Asian realm. 
Now to yon hollow bay-embowered I go 

To watch how destiny dealeth with the lad. 

For yonder see I Loxias’ child come forth 

To make the temple-portals bright with boughs 
Of bay. And by the name that he shall bear, 
Ion, do I first name him of the Gods. [ Evil. 


Enter 10n, followed atti ae a i of Delphian 


a, ION 
Lo, yonder the Sun-god is turning to earthward his 
splendour-blazing 
Chariot of light ; 
And the stars from the firmament flee froin the fiery 
arrows chasing, 
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ION 


To the sacred night : 
And the crests of Parnassus untrodden are flaming 
and flushed, as with yearning [daylight returning 
Of welcome to far-flashing wheels with the glory of 
To mortal sight. 
To the roof-ridge of Phoebus the fume of the incense 
of Araby burning 
As a bird taketh flight. Maiden 
On the tripod ‘most holy is seated the Delphian 
Chanting to children of Hellas the wild cries, laden 
With doom, from the lips of Apollo that ring. 
Delphians, Phoebus’s priesthood-train, 
Unto Castaly’s silvery-swirling spring 
Pass ye, and cleanse with the pure spray-rain 
Your bodies, or ever ye enter his fane. 
Set a watch on the door of your lips; be there heard 
Nothing but good in the secret word 
That ye murmur to them whose hearts be stirred 
To seek to his shrine, that they seek not in vain. 
And I in the toil that is mine—mine now, __[bough, 
And from childhood up,—with the bay’s young 
And with wreathéd garlands holy, will cleanse 
The portals of Phoebus ; with dews from the spring 
Will I sprinkle his pavement, and chase far thence 
With the shaft from the string 
The flocks of the birds: the defilers shall flee 
From his offerings holy. Nor mother is mine 
Neither father: his temple hath nurtured me, 
And I serve his shrine... 


Come, branch in thy freshness yet blowing, (Stér.) 
God’s minister, loveliest bay, 
Over the altar-steps glide : 
In the gardens immortal, beside 
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ION 


His temple, hath burgeoned thy pride, 
Where the sacred waters are flowing 
Through a veil of the myrtle spray, 
A fountain that leapeth aye 
O’er thy tresses divine to pour. 120 
I wave thee o’er Phoebus’ floor 
As the sun’s wing soars sudden-glowing. 
Such service is mine each day. 
O Healer, O Healer-king, 
Let blessing on blessing upring 
Unto Leto’s Son as I sing ! 


‘Tis my glory, the service I render (Ant.) 
In thy portals, O Phoebus, to thee ! 
I honour thy prophet-shrine. © 130 
Proud labour is mine—it is thine! 
I am thrall to the Gods divine : 
Not to men, but Immortals, I tender 
My bondage ; ’tis glorious and free: 
Never faintness shall fall upon me. 
For my father thee, Phoebus, I praise, 
Who hast nurtured me all my days: 
My begetter, mine help, my defender 
This temple’s Phoebus shall be. 
O Healer, O Healer-king, 140 
Let blessing on blessing upring 
Unto Leto’s Son as I sing! 


But—for now from the toil I refrain 
Of the bay-boughs softly trailing, — 
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ION 


From the pitchers of gold shall I rain 
The drops from the breast unfailing 
Of the earth that spring 
Where the foambell-ring 
Round Castaly’s fount goeth sailing. 
It rains, it rains from my fingers fast, 
From the hands of the undefiled wide-cast. 
O that to Phoebus for ever so 
I might render service, nor respite know, 
Except unto happier lot I go! 


Flights of birds are seen approaching. 


Ho there, ho there ! 
Even now are they flocking, the fowl of the air, 
On Parnassus forsaking each crag-hung lair. 
Touch not, I warn ye, the temple’s coping, 


Nor the roofs with the glistering gold slant-sloping. 


Ha, my bow shall o’ertake thee again from afar, 
Zeus’ herald, whose talons victorious war 
On the birds that strongest are. 


Lo, yonder the pinion-oars come rowing 
Of another, a swan, to the altar :—away ! 
Speed hence thy feet in the dawn rose-glowing ; 
Else Phoebus’s lyre, that accordeth its lay 
To thy notes, from death shall redeem not thee. 
Waft onward thy wings of snow: 
Light down on the Delian mere oversea, — 
Lest the blood-rush choke, if thou do not so, 
Thy sweet throat’s melody. 


Ha, what new fowl cometh hitherward winging? 
Under our coping fain would he build 
A nest for his young from the stubble-field ? 


VOL. IV. C 


17 


150. 


160 


170 


180 


190 


18 


TON 


parol o elpEovow ToEwv. 
ov meioe ; yopav divas 
Tas SAddetov madovpryet 

y) VATFOS “Io Opiov, 


ws avaby para py Brarmras 
vaot 8 ot DoiBov. 


Krelvely S vpas aidovpar 

Tous Jeav dryryeANovTas papas 
6@varois: ols 8 eyretpae pox Fors, 
Doi Py SovAcvaw, Kov AHE@ 
rovs Booxovtas Oepatrevwr. 


XOPOS a’ 
ouK év tals caBears "AGa- oTPp. 


"PQs evxioves noay av- 


Aal Bedv povov, ovd aryut- 
aries Geparretar 

arra Kal Tapa Aokia 

to Aatods Sidvpov rpoce- 


Tov KadrduUPr€papor pas. 


XOPOS pf’ 


. 6600 Tavd, GO pnoov, 
f: Aepvaiov BSpav é évaiper 


xpuaéacs dprass ‘o Atos rrais: 
gira, wpdaid dacots. 


_ XOPOZ a’ 

‘ / 5 > 9 
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ION 


It shall hold thee aloof, my bow’s fierce singing ! 
_ Wilt thou heed not? Away, let thy nurslings hide 
Where the swirls of Alpheius coil and slide, 
Or mid Isthmian glens and groves, 
That the offerings undefiled may abide, 
And the temples that Phoebus loves. 


Loth were I to slaughter such as ye, 

Which bear unto mortals the augury 

Of the Gods: but a burden is laid upon me: 

I am Phebus’ thrall, and I will not refrain 

My service to them that my life sustain. 

Enter cHorus of Creusa’s Handmaids. They move to 
right and left, admiring the sculptures on the walls 
of the temple. Members of Chorus chant in 
turn :— 

cHorus 1 
Not in Athens alone then, the city divine, (Str.) 
Stand courts of the Gods, with line on line 
Of stately columns ; nor service is thine 
There only, O Highway-king. 
Lo here, how in Loxias’ holy place 
The son of Latona hath splendour and grace 
Of a twofold-gleaming temple-face. 
cHoRUs 2 
Ah, look thou, behold this thing— 
How with golden scimitar Zeus’ Son here 
Slayeth the hydra of Lerna’s mere: 
Dear, one glance hitherward fling ! 
cHorvus | 
I see it :—and lo, where another anigh (Ant.) 
Is uplifting a flame-wrapped torch on high! 
Who is it—whor On my broidery 
Is the hero’s story told ? 
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Is it not Iolaiis, the warrior there, 
Who had part in the dread emprise, and a share 
In the burdens that Zeus’s scion bare ? 200 


cHorus 3 
Lo, lo, this other behold 
Who rideth a winged horse, dealing death 
To a dragon that vomiteth fiery breath, 
_ A monster of shape threefold. 


cHorus 1 
O yea, mine eyes turn swiftly on all... . 
But O, see there on the marble wall 
The battle-rout of the giant horde ! 


cHoRus 4 
Yea, friends, we be gazing thitherward. 


7 cHoRus 5 
Dost mark who there on the stricken field 
O’er Enceladus waveth her Gorgon-shield ? 210 


cHorus 6 
Pallas, my Goddess !—-I see her stand! 


CHORUS 7 
Lo, lo, where the bolt flame-flashing 
Gleameth in Zeus’ far-hurling hand 
In resistless rush down-crashing. 


cHorus 8 
I see :—upon Mimas his foe is the brand 
With its blasting wildfire dashing. 


cHorus 9 
And the earth-born there—no battle-wand 
Is the ivy-encircled thyrsus-rod _ 
That slays him, of Bromius, Reveller-god. 
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XOPOS ta’ 
/ , 
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10N 
, , , 
tiva tHhvde OéXrets ; 


XOPOS 1a’ 
ap dvTws pécov oudharov 
yas DoiBov xatéyer Somos; - 
10N 
a coi y’ évdurov, audi Sé yopryoves. 


XOPOS :f’ 
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ION 
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IQN 
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1 Hermann : for rod 7 of MSS. 


ION 


cHorus 10 (addressing 10N) 
Sir,—thou by the fane,—I would speak unto thee : 
Prithee say, if with bare feet lawful it is 
That the threshold we pass of the sanctuary. 
ION 
Nay, strangers, forfended is this. 
cHorus 11 
Yet haply a thing I would learn wouldst thou show? 
ION 
What is this that thou cravest to know? 
cHorus 1] 
Is it so, that the walls of Phoebus rise 
Even there, where Earth’s mid-navel lies ? 
ION 
Yea: and with wreaths is it hung, and watched by 
the Gorgon-eyes. | 
cHorus 12 
Ay, rumour hath published it so. 
10N 
If a cake ye have cast on the forecourt’s altar-fire, 
And if there bg aught that of Phoebus ye fain would 
inquire, 
Draw nigh to the altar-steps : into the inner fane 
Pass none, but with bloodshed of sheep for the 
sacrifice slain. 
cHorus 13 
All this understand I aright : 
We would trespass on naught by the God’s law 
hidden : 
Enough is without for our feast of sight. 
10N 
Let your eyes gaze on upon all unforbidden. 
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ION 


cHorus 14 
Our lady had given us leave,—“ Upon all 
These shrines,’ hath she said, “may ye gaze.” 
ION 
And the servants ye name you of what lord’s hall ? 
cHorus 15 
In Pallas’s dwelling-place 
Is the mansion of princes that nurtured me ;— 
But of whom thou inquirest, lo, here is she. 
Enter creusa, — . 
ION 
High birth is thine, and carriage consonant 
Thereto, O lady, whosoe’er thou be. 
Yea, in a man ofttimes may one discern, 
Marking his bearing, strain of gentle blood. 240 
Ha, thou dost move me strangely !—down-dropt 
eyes, . 
And noble cheeks all wet with rain of tears, 
At sight of Loxias’ pure oracle ! 
How cam’st thou, lady, ‘neath such load of care ? 
Where all beside, beholding the God’s shrines, 
Rejoice, a fountain is thine eye of tears. 


CREUSA 
Stranger, I count it not discourtesy 
That thou shouldst marvel touching these my tears. 
But, looking on Apollo’s dwelling-place, 
I traversed o'er an ancient memory’s track : 250 
Afar my thoughts were, and my body here. 
Ah, wrongs of women !—wrongful-reckless deeds 
Of Gods! For justice where shall we make suit, 
If ‘tis our Lords’ injustice crushes us ? 


ION 
Lady, for what veiled grief art thou cast down? 
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ION 
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10N 
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ION 


CREUSA 
Naught : I have sped my shaft : as touching this, 
Nothing I say, nor thou conjecture aught. 

ION 
Who art thou? What thy country? Of what sire 
Wert born? What name is meet we name thee by? 


CREUSA 
Creusa I, of King Erechtheus born : 
The Athenians’ city is my fatherland. 
ION 
O dweller in a glorious burg, and sprung 
Of noble sires !—blest I account thee, lady. 


CREUSA 
Thus far, nor farther, stranger, goes my weal. 
ION 
Ah, is it true, the legend told to men— 
CREUSA 
What wouldst thou, stranger, ask? I fain would learn. 
ION 
That from the earth thy father’s grandsire sprang? 
CREUSA 
Yea, Erichthonius :—me his birth avails not. | 
ION 
And did Athena take him forth the earth? 
CREUSA 
Yea, in her maiden arms : no mother she. 
ION 
And gave it, as the pictured legend tells— 
CREUSA 
To Cecrops’ daughters to be nursed unseen. 
ION 


The maids unsealed, I heard, Athena’s ark. 
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1 Hermann: for MSS. ripa vipa. 


ION 


CREUSA : 
Then hurled themselves down blood-sprent cliffs to 
death. 
ION 
Ah, so! 
And this—true is it, or an idle tale >— 
CREUSA : 
What wouldst thou ask? _My leisure serveth me. 
ION 
Thy sisters did thy sire Erechtheus slay ? 
CREUSA 
He endured to sacrifice them for his land. 
ION 
How wast thou only of thy sisters saved ? 
CREUSA 
A babe new-born in mother’s arms was I. 
10N 


And did earth yawning verily hide thy sire ? 


CREUSA 
The Sea-god’s trident smote him and destroyed. 
ION 
The Long Cliffs—is a place so named therein ? 
CREUSA 


Why dost ask this ?-- thou wak’st a memory. 
ION 
Phoebus with Pythian lightnings honours them. 


CREUSA 
Honours them, quotha! O to have seen them never ! 
4 


ION 
What ?—hatest thou the God’s haunt well-beloved ? 
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KPEOTZA 
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ION 


CREUSA 
Naught.—-I and that cave know a deed of shame. 
_ ION 
And what Athenian, lady, is thy lord ? 
CREUSA 
No citizen. An outland alien. 
ION 
Who ?—sooth, of princely birth must he have been. 
CREUSA 
Xuthus, the seed of Aeolus and Zeus. 
ION 
How might an alien win thee, native-born ? 
CREUSA 
A neighbour state, Euboea, Athens hath ;— 
ION 
Sundered by watery marches, as they tell. 
CREUSA . 
This smote he, spear-ally of Cecrops’ sons. 
ION 
Their war-aid ?—and thereafter won thine hand ? 
CREUSA 
His dower of battle, guerdon of his spear. 
he ION 
With thy lord com’st thou hither, or alone? 
CREUSA . 
With him. He lingereth at Trophonius’ cave. 
ION 
To gaze thereon, or for an oracle ? 
CREUSA 
One thing of him and Phoebus would he learn. 
ION 


For increase of the land, or sons, come ye? 
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a > > a AN 
vaoiot © ovKels Total 7) KaTa oTéyas ; 
ION 
A a » &Y) bd 
array Oeod por.dap, i” av AGBn pw’ Orrvos. 
KPEOTZA 
2 A > A 5 / \ a / 
mais & dv adixov vaov 7) veavias ; 
ION 
e “ 3 
Bpédos Aéyouow ot Soxodvtes eidévat. 
KPEOTSA 
, > / 
Kal tis yddNaxti a eb pee Acddidwr ; 
INN 


> , > ¥ / A eg / 
ouT@TrOT éyvav pactov: i) & pee pe— 


ION 


CREUSA 
Childless we are, who have been wedded long. 
ION 
Never hast thou borne issue, barren all ? 
CREUSA 
Phoebus doth know what childlessness is mine. 
ION 
Blest in all else, sad heart, unblest in this! 
| CREUSA 
And who art thou? Blessed the womb that bare thee ! 
ION 
Lady, the God’s thrall I am called, and am. 
CREUSA 
Some city’s offering ?>—or in slave-mart sold ? 310 
ION 
I know but. this—I am called Loxias’ thrall. 
CREUSA 
I then in turn, O stranger, pity thee. 
ION 
As one that never sire nor mother knew. 
CREUSA 
Dwellest thou in this temple, or a house ? 
ION 
The God’s wide halls be mine when I would sleep. 
CREUSA 
A child, or stripling, cam’st thou to the fane? 
ION 
A babe was I, say they who best should know. 
CREUSA 
And who of Delphi’s daughters gave thee suck ? 
1ONe 
Never I knew the breast. Mine only nurse— 
: 33 
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TON 


KPEOTSA 
, > / b e a > ? , 
Tis, @ TaNaiTWpP ; ws voTova Ndpov vocous. 
: 10N 
a >] , 
PoiBouv mpodjtis, untép &s vopiCoper. 
- - KPEOY3A : 
b > b ] , / 
eis & avdp adixou Tiva Tpopny KEexTnpLEvOs } 
ION 
> ] , >, 
Bwpoi w épepBov ovmiwv 7° dei Eévos. 
KPEOTSA 
, 4 > +¢ A , % 4 w 
Tudawa o 7H TEKOVGA' Tis TOT HY apa ; 
ION 
>Q7/ 4 N > 4 x 
adiKN La TOV YuvALKOS éyevounV tows. 
KPEOTSA 
, , 
éxyers 6€ Biotov ; ev yap HoKnoat TéemTXoLs. 
ION 
” fe) “ 4 
Tots Tov Oeovd Koo povpeO’, @ SovrAEVOpED. 
KPEOTSA 
»Q> F bd ” 3 a) 4 
ovd nkas eis Epevvay éEeupety yovds ; 
ION 
” \ 3 4 5 4 J 
EXW yap ovdév, @ yUvat, TeKpNpLOD. 
KPEOTSA 
pev’ 


mwémovOé Tis OF NTP TAVT GAAN yury. 


INN 
Tis; eb Trovou pot EvAAABor, yaipowpen av. 
KPEOTZA 
6, fe) A 
hs elvex’ HAOov Sedpo tplv toc ponder. 
ION 
al / > e e / / 
Tovov TL Xpnlouva ; ws UTToUpynaw, yuval. 
KPEOTZA 


pavrevpa Kputrrov Seouévyn PoiBou pableiy. 


ION ; 


CREUSA 
Who, child of sorrow? I find my wound in thine! 320 
. TON 
Was Phoebus’ priestess: her I count my mother. 
. CREUSA 
How nurtured hast thou come to man’s estate? 
ION 
The altars fed me: each chance stranger gave. 
: CREUSA 
Woe is thy mother! Ah, and who was she? 
ION 


I am record haply of a woman’s wrong. 
CREUBA 
And hast thou wealth?—for rich is thine attire. 
ION 
Of Him is mine adorning, whom I serve. 
CREUSA 
But on thy birth’s track hast thou never pressed? 
ION 
Ah, lady, clue hereunto have I none. 


CREUSA 
(Sighs.) There’s one was even as thy mother 
wronged. 330 
ION 

Who ?—would she share my burden, glad were I. 

CREUSA | 
For her sake came I, while delays my lord. 

: ION ; 

And what thy quest? Lady, mine help is thine. 

CREUSA 


Craving a secret oracle of Phoebus. 
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ION 


ION 
Aeyous dv: Nets TAAAA Trpokevync oper. 
KPEOTSA 
A b 
dxove 6n Tov pudov: arr’ atdovpeda. 
ION 
wv ” 4 bd 4 P) \ e / 
ov Tapa mpdkes ovdév' apyos 7 eds. 
KPEOTSA 
/ A / , a 
DoiPo poyjvai dyot tis dirov epov. 
+ TON 
DoiBo yuvn yeyooa; pn Ney’, w E€vy. 
KPEOTZA 
a J “ a 4 
340 kai Tatda y étexe TO Oe@ AdOpa TraTpos. 
ION 
> ” > N 3 la b 4 
ovx éoti avdpos adsxiay aioyvveTat. 
KPEOT2A 
ov dyno auty Kal térovbev dba. 
10N 
, A , > > a , 
Tt Xpjpa Spdcac’, et Pew ouveturyn ; 
KPEOTA 
\ Agr ad ” 2 / / ‘ 
Tov Taio ov érexev EEEONKE SwmaTwD. 
. ION 
e 9 9 A al a 3’ 9 wn , 
0 © éxteBeis Trais Tov oTw; eicopa ddos ; 
KPEOYSA 
9 . 7 . b) / fo) \ 4 
OUK oldEey OvdEiS. TADTA Kal pavTEevopat. 
ION 
? bf , 
et 8 ouxér gate, rive TpdTr@ SiehOdpn ; 
KPEOTZA 
a \ a 
Onpas age tov Svatnvov érrriler xraveiv. 
10N 


Toiw Td eyvw YpwpmEervn TexpNplo; 


ION 


ION 
Speak it : myself will undertake for thee. 
CREUSA 
Hear then the story :—but ashamed am I. 


ad 


ION 
Shame shall not help thy strait,—a deedless Goddess! 


CREUSA 
She saith—my friend—that Phoebus humbled her. 
| ION 
Phoebus !—a woman! Stranger, say not so. 
CREUSA 
She bare the God’s child, and her sire knew naught. 340 
ION 
Never !—a man’s crime this, and hers the shame. 
CREUSA 
No !~—herself saith. She hath suffered griefs beside. 
ION 


Suffered ?>—for what sin wrought—this bride of 
heaven ? 

. CREUSA 

The son she bare she cast forth from her halls. 
ION 
Where is her cast-out child? Doth he see light ? 
CREUSA 

None knows. For this I seek the oracle. 


ION 
But, if he be no more, how perished he? 


CREUSA 
Wild beasts, she troweth, slew the hapless babe. 


ION 


And by what token knew she this had been ? 
37 
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ION 


KPEOT2A 

a 9 9 » 9g / = 9 > * 3 W 

€NOova" iv’ avtov €F€Ona’, ovxy up’ Ett. 
10N 


Hv dé ctaraypes ev otiBo Ts aiparos ; 
KPEOTZA 8 
9 / 
ov dnot Kairot TOAN erect pagn Tédov. 


ION 
, ‘ , a \ , 
xpovos S€ Tis TH tradi SvaTrempaypevo ; 
KPEOTSA 
\ > \ e ¥ 9 e 3 4 
gol TavTov HPs, ElTrEp HV, ELY Av pETpoOV. 
10N 
4 ws ef , i“ 
OUKOUV ET ANNOY VOTEPOV TLKTEL yoVOD ; 
KPEOTSA 
a 4 , a 9 
adixel viv 0 Beas: ov texodaa & aOdia. 
10N 
, b > J “A > , 4 
Ti 8, et NGOpa viv PotBos extpéper AaBwv ; 
KPEOTSA 
\ \ / b / “A , 
TG KolVa Kalpwv ov dixata Spa povos. 
10N 
¥ N e 4 9 a , 
olwot' mpoamdos 7 TUYN TOL@ Tale. 
KPEOTSA 
3 > 9 / a 
kato, @ Eév’, olpar untép aOrLav trodeiv. 
10N 
4 
Kal pony’ én’ oixtov pw éEay’ od ’AeAnopEOa. 
KPEOT3A 
A 4 > > » a“ / 
aiya: Tépatve 8 wv a’ avioTope Trépt. 
ION 
cic? obv 6 Kdpvet TOD AOYOU padoTd GOL ; 
KPEOTSA 
4 bd > b U A , A 
TLS OUK ExEivn TH TAAALTIOPYH VOCE ; 
ION 


Tas 0 Geos 6 AQHEiv BovAETAaL pavTevoeETat ; 


ION 


CREUSA 


She came where she had left him, and found not,- 


ION 
And blood-gouts—were there any on the track ? 
CREUSA 


Nay, saith she: yet she traversed oft the ground, 
ION 
How long the time since this child’s taking-off ? 
| CREUSA 
Living, he had had the measure of thy years, 
ION 
And hath she borne no offspring after this? 
CREUSA 
Still the God wrongs her: childless grief is hers. 
ION 
What if in secret Phoebus fostereth him? 
CREUSA 
Unjust!—alone to enjoy what he should share. 
ION 
Ah me! her heart-strings are attuned to mine! 
CREUSA 
For thee yearns some sad mother too, I ween. 
ION 
Ah, wake not thou mine half-forgotten grief. 
CREUSA 
I am dumb: whereof I question thee, say on. 
ION 
Seest thou where lies the weakness of thy plea? 
CREUSA | 
Ah, hapless one, wherein is she not weak ! 


ION 
How should the God reveal,that he would hide? 
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KPEOTZA 
elmrep Kabler tpitroéa Kowvov ‘EXXd6os. 
InN 
GiaxXvveTat TO Tpaypa’ pn Eéreyyé vv. 
_ KPEOTZA 
adyuvetas 5€é y 9 Taodea TH TUYN. 
10ON 
ouK éorw Sorts coe mpopntevaet T aoe. 
370 éy Tois yap avTov | O@pac ty Kaxos pavels 
DoiBos dixatas TOV Gepsa revovTa cot 
Spdcever a av Tt Th amradddacou, yuvat: 
7 yap Je@ tavavti ov PavTEvTEoy. 
els yap Too ovTOV apabias ENOorpev a av, 
el TOUS Jeous a aKovTas exTrOVT} OMED 
ppavew a ay Dérovow 7 y) 7 poPwutous 
ohayaict pyAwv H Oe otwve TTEpOLs. 
av yap Bia omevowpev a axe ov Tov Jewv, 
dvovnta t KextyperOa Taya’, @ yuvat 


380 aS dv d:500° éxovtes, aperovpeda. 


| XOPOZ 
TOAAAL YE TOAXOIS Eilat ov opal Bporav, 
poppat dé Suadépovew. ev 6 dv evTUXES 
bors trot é€evpos Tis avOpwTrav Big. 

KPEOTSA 

a DoiBe, caxel KavOdd ov dixavos el 
els TH arrotoay, S mapeuaw ot | Adryot. 
av 8 ovr érwoas TOV cov Ov coat a éyphy, 
out ioropovon pntpi pavtis dv epeis, 
Os et ED ouKéeT EoTW, Oyen Tay, 
et & Eotiv, EXON pentpos eis driv troTé. 


1 Stephens: for MSS. &xovta, 
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ION 


CREUSA 
How not ?—his is the nation’s oracle. 


ION 
His shame the deed is. Question not of him. 


CREUSA 
O yea, the sufferer in her lot may pine! 


ION 
There’s none will ask the God of this for thee. 
For, in his own halls were he villain proved, 370 
Vengeance on him who brought thee that response 
Would Phoebus justly wreak. Ah lady, go: 
We must not seek his shrine to flout the God. 
For lo, what height of folly should we reach 
If in the Gods’ despite we wrest their will, 
By sacrifice of sheep on altars, or 
By flight of birds, to tell what they would veil. 
Could we of force wring aught from Gods full loth, 
Profitless blessings, lady, should we grasp ; 
But what they give free-willed are boons indeed. 380 
CHORUS 
Strange chances many on many mortals fall, 
And manifold their forms. Ye scarce shall find 
One happy lot in all the life of men. 


CREUSA 
O Phoebus, there and here unjust art thou 
Unto the absent one whose plea is here. . 
Thou shouldst have saved thine own, yet didst not 
SAVE ; 
Nor heeds the Seer the mother’s questioning, 
That, if her babe live not, his tomb may rise, 
Or, if he live, that she may see his face. 
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ION 


ANA OvY, eay yap yp! rad’, et wrpos Tov Deod 
corvoperOa en padeiv a a Bovropas, 
arn’, @ fev’, elo op@ yap evryerh Toot 
Fodbov wédas bn Tovee, Tas Tpopeviov 
AemrovTa Oarapas, TOUS Aedeypevous NOyous 
ciya mpos avépa, wn tw ‘aloxvuny AaBw 
Scaxovotca xpunrd, Kab mpopsh AOyos 
ovyY nT ep meets QuTov eFerdioaopen, 
Ta yap. yuvarray dua xeph 70s dpoevas, 
Kav Tals KaKaic Ww ayabat Pe perypevat 
prcovueO odtw Svatuyels TrepuKaper, 


EOTeOS 
mparTov pev 0 Beas TOV ELOY impor pbeyparov 
haBov amrapxas Xarpéro, ouT, @ yuval. 
pav xpovios eXOwv ao e&étANE éppasia ; 
pehaletae 
ovudéeD ry’  abixou 8 els pépspvay, GNA [Loe 
réEop, TU Géomiopw éx Tpodwviov pépers, 
Taida@y STwWS YoY oTrépwa cuyKpabnceTas ; 
EOT@OS 
OUK nfiwce Tob Jeod mpohapBdaver 
pavrevpad’, év 8 ovv elrev OUK amraiba jee 
mpos otxoy HEew ovde a éx ypnoTnpion. 


KPEOTSA 
@ TOTVLG PoiSov MATEp, eb yap atctas 
ENBommen, & a Te vOV cup Sorara mpoadev 7 ny 
és TWaida Tov adv, peratrécot Bedtiova. 


EOT@OS 
Estat T40* ANA Tis Tpohyrever Oeod ; 


1 Reiske ; for MSS, aaa’ éav xph. 


ION 


Yet must I let this be, if by the God 
I am barred from learning that which I desire. 
But, stranger,—for I see my princely lord, 
Xuthus, anigh us yonder, who hath left 
Trophonius’ crypt,—of this that we have said 
Speak to my lord naught, lest I get me shame 
For handling secrets, and the tale fall out 
Not after our unravelling thereof. 
For woman's lot as touching men is hard ; 
And, since the good are with the bad confused, 
Hated we are :—ill-starred we are from birth. 
Enter xuTuus. 

XUTHUS 
First, to the God the firstfruits of my greetings: 
All hail to him, and hail] to thee, my wife. 
Hath my late-lingering thrilled thee with dismay ? 


CREUSA 


Nay, ‘tis but care that meets thee. Tell to me 
What answer from Trophonius bringest thou, 
How we shall have joint issue, thou and 1? 


XUTHUS 
He took not on him to forestall the word 
Of Phoebus. This he said—nor thou nor I 
Childless shall wend home from the oracle. 
CREUSA 


Queen, Phoebus’ mother, grant our home-return 
Prosperous : all our dealings heretofore 
Touching thy son, to happier issue fall ! 


XUTHUS 
This shall be, Who is His interpreter ? 
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ION 


ION 
nyets Tay eo, TaoV éow O aXots pénet, 
ot mAnatov Odecovaer TpiTro00s, & @ Eéve, 
Aerdhav apiatis, ods exAnpwcev anos. 
ZOTeOx 
Karas exw 67 wave doev expn Somer. 
oretXouy ay eloe Kal yap, @S éy@ KNUO, 
Xenon prov TENTWKE TOUS ém7jAva 
420 Kowvov 7 po vaov: Bovropa 8 ev npépa 
THO; atcia yap, Oeod Na Beiv pavrevpata. 
ov 8 apdi Bopous, @ yuvan, Sadynpopous 
haBotoa KNOVAS, EUTEKVOUS ebXov Bevis 
Npnopovs w éveyxeiv €& ’AmoAXNwVOS Sour. 
KPEOTSA 
éotat Tad , éorat, Aokias & éav Oérn 
vv ada Tas mpiv avarapeiy dpaptias, 
dmras bev ov yévor av els npuas didros, 
daov 5é ypnte, Oeds yap eos, SéFopar. 
ION 
Ti TOTE oyourty n Eévn 7 pos TOV Oeov 
430 xKpumrotow ael Nosopota’ aivicceras, 
iyrou prrovod Y Hs v UIreppavreverat, 
y] Kad Tt atyao av atwrdcbat yYpewv ; 
aap Guyatpos TAS "Epex ews TL pot 
pene ; ; Too nKel Y ovdev. anna Npuaéats 
mpoxoirw éOev eis aTroppavTnpia 
dpocov xabnow. voulernTéos SE pot 
PoiBos, ti wacye trapbévous Bia yapov 
mpodidwa, jTaioas EXTEKVOULEVOS aba 
Ovnc Kovtas apenet, ry av 1 - aXN érrel Kpareis, 
440 dperas Siwxe. Kal yap darts av Bpotay 
xaos TepvKn, Enutovory oi Oeoi. 


A4 


x 


ION 


ION 
Without, I; others for the things within, 
Stranger, which nigh unto the tripod sit, 
The Delphian lords, in order of their lot. 


XUTHUS 
Tis well: now know I all I sought to know. 
I will pass in ; for, as I hear it told, 
Before the temple hath been slain for strangers 
A general victim. I would fain this day— 
This day fair-omened—gain the God’s response. 
Thou to the bay-crowned altars bear the boughs, 
My wife, and pray the Gods that I may win 
Promise of fair sons from Apollo’s fane. 

CREUSA 
Yea, this shall be. [ Eatt xuTuUus to inner Temple. 
If Loxias consent 

Now at the last to atone for olden wrongs, 
Not wholly will he show himself my friend, 
Yet, since he is God, whate’er he grants I take. 


[ Exit. 


ION 
Why doth this stranger rail upon the God 
In riddles of dark sayings evermore ? 
For love of her for whom she seeks the shrine ? 
Or keeping back a thing she must not speak ? 
Yet with Erechtheus’ daughter what have I 
Todo? She is naught to me. But 1 will go 
Unto the lavers, with the golden ewers 
To pour in water-dews. Yet must | plead 
With Phoebus—what ails him? He ravisheth 
Maids, and forsakes ; begetteth babes by stealth, 
And heeds not, though they die. Do thou not so! 
Being strong, be righteous. For what man soe’er 
Transgresseth, the Gods visit this on him. 
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ION 


a) g / \ ? e€ a A 
TOS odY SixaLov TOVS VomoUS UMas Bpotots 
yparpavras avtovs dvopiay opdoKdverv ; 
et 0 —ov yap otal, TO Novo SE VpnooOpLat— 

’ 
dixas Biaiwy Sdcer avOperots yao, 

\ Y fa) 4 A b A A 
au Kat llocesdav Zevs 8 bs ovpavod xpare?, 
vpaovs TivovTes AOLKias KEVOCETE. 

Tas HOovas yap THS mpounOias Tapos 
nan ? > 
OTEVOOVTES GOLKELT » OUKET avOpatrous KaKovs 
ANéyery Sixatov, ec. TA TOV Oeav Kara 
, ] 3 \ A , 4 
pipovpel’, GAAA TOds SiddoKoVTas TA5e. 
XOPOS 

\ A b , A 
aé TAY WdivoY AoYLaV OTP. 
avernelOurav, ewav 
>] , e 4 
A@avap ixetevo, 

[I popnet Tira Noxev- 
Jeicav Kat’ axpotatas 
\ , 9 V4 / 
kopugas Atos, ® udaxatpa Nixa, 
pore 1vOcov olor, 
"Orvptrov Xue ew Jarapov 
TTAMEVA TOs ayutdas, 
PoiByvos Wa yas 
pero oudaros éxtia 
, 
Tapa Xopevoeveo Tpitrode 
pavrevpata Kpaivet, 
ov Kal Trais & Aatoyerns, 
dv0 Geal dv0 wapbévor, 
4 “A 
Kaciyyntat cepvai Tod Doi Bou. 
ixerevoate 8, @ Kdpau, 


TO Tranatov "EpeyOéws 


ION - 


How were it just then that ye should enact 

For men laws, and yourselves werk lawlessness ? 
For if—it could not be, yet put it so — 

Ye should pay mulct.to men for lawless lust,! 
Thou, thé Sea-king, and Zeus the Lord of Heaven, 
Paying for wrongs should make your temples void. 
For, following pleasure past all wisdom’s bounds, 
Ye work unrighteousness. Unjust it were 


To call men vile, if we but imitate 450 
What Gods deem good :—they are vile who teach us 
this. | [ Earet. 
CHORUS 


My Queen, at whose birth-tide was given _—_(Str.) 
Of the Lady of Travail-pang 
No help, hear, Pallas, my prayer, 
Whom the crown of a God's head bare 
By Prometheus the Titan riven 
When the Daughter of Zeus forth sprang ; 


Come, Victory-queen, to the dwelling 
Pythian, speeding thy wing 
From Olympus’ chambers of gold 
To the streets that the World’s Heart hold, 460 
Where the bodings of Phoebus are told,— 
Yea, brought to pass in the telling,— 
At the tripod that dances enring. 


Draw nigh at mine invocation, 
Thou and Artemis, Virgins twain, 
Phoebus’s sisters divine, 
Join your intercessions with mine, 
That Erechtheus’ ancient line 


1 The fine for violence to a virgin was, by Solon’s laws, a 
thousand drachmas. 
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ION 


yévos evtexvias ypoviov Kabapois 
pavTevpact Kipoat. 


uTepBadXovaas yap éxee avr. 
Ovatois evdatpovias 

axivntov adoppay, 

Téxvov ols dv KaptroTpodot 
AduTwaw év Parapois 
TuTpioct vedvides Rat, 
diadéxtopa mrodTOV 

ws é€ovtes ex tatrépwov 

éTépous él TEKVOLS. 

aNKa TE yap év KaKots 

ow T evtuyias didor, 

Sopi Te ya Tratpia héper 

wT HpLov airyAav.) ) 

EOL (LEV TTNOUTOU TE TTAPOS 
Bacituxov 7’ elev Oardpwv 
Tpopat Kndevoe KedvaV ye TEKVOV. 
tov atraiba § atroatvyo— - 
Biov, & re Soxet Yéyo: 

peta 6€ Kredvov petpiov Biotas 
evTraibos éyoipav. 


. 


® Ilavos Oaxnpata Kai err wo. 
mapaudifovaa Tétpa 
pvyodeot Maxpais, 
iva Yopovs atetBovae trodoty 
’Aypavnov Képat Tpiryovos 

\ \ , 
arabia YNoEpa po Hadrados 


1} Herwerden: for MSS. éaAxdv. 


ION 


Through the light of a clear revelation 470 
Fair offspring at last may attain. 


"Tis a treasure whose seals are unbroken, _—(Ant.) 
"Tis a joy that surpasseth the lot 
Of the many, when stalwart and tall 
Shines fair in a father’s hall e 
The presence of sons, to betoken 
A line that shall perish not ; 


Sons, that, when death bringeth severance, 
Shall receive to pass on to their seed 
The wealth that their sires’ hands hold : 480 
Yea, by these be our sorrows consoled, 
And a joy within joy they enfold, 
And their spear flasheth light of deliverance 
In the hour of the fatherland’s need. 


_Ah, far above golden treasure 
Or than princely halls do I praise 
Dear children to cherish—mine own ! 
Mine horror were life all lone: 
Who loveth it, wit hath he none: 
But give to me substance in measure, ; 490 
And children to brighten my days ! 


O haunts of Pan’s abiding, (Epode) 
O sentinel rock down-gazing | 
On the Long-cliff caves dim-glimmering, 
Where, with shadowy feet in the dance soft-sliding, 
Agraulus’ daughters three go pacing 
O’er the lawns by Athena’s fane dew-shim- 
mering 
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ION 


vady, cupiyyov 
bar aiohas iaxas - 
buvov, 67 avanriots 
cupitess, @ Hi) Ta», 
Tole gots ev aVT pots, 
iva Texovod TU 
rrapOévos, a @ pened, Bpédos 
DoiBw, mravois éEdpice Ooivav 
Onpot TE _ powiar Oaira, TUK POV yapLov 
UBpuw. ovr él KepKia ww ote NOyoLS 
pari ditov evTuxias peréyetv 
PeoBev téxva Ovaroits. 
1ON 
TpOa TOAOL yuvaixes, al ravd’ audi xpnridas 
Sopmv 
OvodoKnwv ppovpny éyoucat dearrorny pudaocere, 
eXNENOLTT mn TOV Lepov tplroba Kal XpnoTnpLov 
Elo0os, 7) pipver Kat’ olxov totopov atrasdiay ; 


XOPO 
év Sopos éor, & Ev ovtw Sap drepBaiver 
TOOE. | 
ws & én’ éEddo.ow dvtos TaVS dKovopev TUNOY 
dodrrov, éEtovta tT nbn SeomdotTnv opav Tapa. 


ZOTeOs 
so / a > ¢ \ ? \ a 4 / 4 
@ TEKVOV, YaLN* n yap apyXn TOV NOYOU TpEeTTOVTAa 
pot. 
ION 
vaipopev' cv & ev dpover ye, cat dv dv7’ ed 
1 pakcoMe. 


ION 


In moonlight, while upward floats 
A weird strain rising and falling, 
Wild witchery-wafting notes, 
O Pan, from thy pipes that are calling 
Out of thy sunless grots !! 
Ah, a maid-mother there most woe-forlorn 
Cast Phoebus’s child for a banquet gory— 
Bitter outrage’s fruit !—by the birds to be torn 
And the beasts. Nor in woven web nor in story 
Ever heard I of happiness blent with the glory 
Of Gods’ seed woman-born. 


Enter 10Nn. 
ION ~ 
Bower-maidens, ye which keeping watch the altar- 
steps beside [forth abide, 


Of the incense-clouded fane, your master’s coming- 
Say, hath Xuthus left by this the holy tripod and 
the shrine, [childless line ? 
Or within yet lingering asks he touching that long- 
CHORUS 
In the temple is he, stranger, treads not yet the 
threshold-stone. 
List, a sound at yonder portal—through the porch- 
way passeth one :— [for eyes to see. 
Lo, where now he cometh forth—our master, plain 
Enter xutuus: attempts to embrace 10Nn. | 
| XUTHUS 
Joy to thee, son!—fitting prelude this is of my 
speech to thee. 
. ION 
Joy is mine: but thou, control thee ; then were twain 
in happy case. 


1 The daughters of Agraulus (cf. ll. 22-24, 271-4) haunted 
after death the scene of their suicide. 
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ION 


ZOTeOs 
dds xYepos Pirnua por ons c@patos T apiTr- 
TUX as. 
ION 


ev dpovets péev; H o Eunve Oeod tis, @ Edve, 
/ 
BraB7n ; | 
EROT@OS 


cwoppova, Ta hirtal’ cipav et piretv épicpat. 


“a \ 4 \ aie a , es 
Tave: pn wavoas ta Tov Oeod otéupata pens 
# yepi. 
ZOTeOs 
dxpopat xov puotalw, Taya & evpioxw dira. 


ION 
ovx aTadXddéet, Tplv ciaow Toea TAcULOVaY NaBely ; 


ZOT@O 
as TL On hevyers pe cavToOU yvwpicas Ta Hhidtata ; 


I0N 
ov PLA@ hpevovy apovcous Kal peunvortas Eévous. 


ZOTCOs 
KTelve Kal trippy’ Tatpos yap, Hv KTdvys, ever 
doves. 
ION 


ce! ‘\ a ? 
qov 5€ wot TaTHp ov; Tab’T odY Ov yéAwWsS KAVELY 
Euoi ; 
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ION 


XUTHUS | 
Let me kiss thine hand, and let me fold thy form in 
mine embrace ! 


ION 
Stranger, hast thy wits?—or is thy mind distraught 
by stroke of heaven? 520 
XUTHUS 
Right my wit is, if I long to kiss my. best-beloved 
regiven. | 
ION ; 
-Hold-—hands off!—the temple-garlands of Assasin 
not thou ! cae 
XUTHUS 


Clasp thee will I!—no man-stealer; but I find my 
darling now. 


10N (starting back, and fitting an arrow to his bow). 
Wilt not hence, or ever thou receive my shaft thy ribs — 
within ? 
XUTHUS 
Wherefore dost thou fleg, 10e,* who hast, learnt to know 
thy nearest kir? .... , 
ION : ae a 
Naught I love to admonish aliens mannetlers and 
sense-bereft. ia oe 
XUTHUS 
Slay—then burn me ;! for a father’s heart thine arrow 
shall have cleft. 
ION 
Thou my father! Is not this a laughter-scoff for me 
to hear? 


1 It being the sacred duty of the son to lay the father’s 
corpse upon the pyre. 
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EOTOOS 
¥ , € Le) ” > \ / A 
ov’ Tpéxav o pdO0s av TOL TaLAa ONuNvELED av. 
| 10N 
Kat ri pot NEEELS ; 
HOTeOs 
\ ‘4 ? \ a 3 s 
TATHP TOS ELpu KaL OU Tals ELS. 
ION 
2 
Tis Neyer TAO ; 
ZOT@OS 
b ? 3 I 
bs o COpewer dvta Aogktas Epon. 
Pegs Bocas ION : ee 
papTupets TaUTE. 


ey 


ZOTeOz 
) a > 
Ta Tov Oeod y expadeov ypnotnpia. 
InN 
bd 4 ¥ > » 4 
eopanrns aiviyp axovoas. 
HZOTSOZ 
> vw > + 2 9 4 
ovx ap op0 axovopev. 
1QN 
O 8¢, doyor- ris. £orv DorBov § ' 
DoS) 7)” BOveOR 
riaae Tov GUVAaYTHOAVTA pLol— 


eon e @ Gf » € 


¥ 


rive. cuvavTnaw ; 
FOTeOx 
Séuwv rave erévte Tod Oeod— 
IQN 
a / “A 
cuppopas Tivos KUpHCat ; 
HOTeOS 
ag? 2 VN / 
maid €mov mrepuKevat. 
10N 
~~? A 
cov yeyat ,  Sapov adrwv ; 
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ION 


XUTHUS 
Nay, the eager-hurrying word shall show thee all my 
meaning clear. 
ION 
Ay, and what wilt tell ? 
XUTHUS 
Thy father am I, and thou art my son. 
ION 
Who the voucher ? 
XUTHUS 
Loxias, who reared the child that I have won. 
ION 
Thou art thine own witness. 
XUTHUS 
Nay, the God’s own oracle I heard. 
| ION. 
Heardest riddles and misreadest. 
XUTHUS 
Then mine ears can hear no word. 
ION 
What was this, the word of Phoebus ? 
XUTHUS 
That the man who met my face— 
ION 
Met thee—met thee ? 
XUTHUS 
As I came from out Apollo’s holy place— 
10N 
_ Ay, and what should be his fate? 
XUTHUS 
My true-begotten son is this. 
ION 
Born thy son, or given of others? 
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HOTeO 
“A > 9 > “ 
dapov, dvta & &€& eon. 
ION 
“A a~ 9% 9 \ 4 , / 
mpata Ont enol Evvanters oda Cov ; 
FOTO 
> v / 
OUK AAXN, TEKVOD. 
10.N 
, , b 
n TUX TOOEY TOO Ket ; 
ZOTeOS 
4 , , 
— 6vo piav Oavpafopev. 
10N 
yx , / / 
éa. Tivos O€ cot TEpuKA pNTPOS ; 
EOTe@OS 
b] ” 4 
OUK Exo dpacal. 
ION 
3 ‘ A 
ovde DoiBos eizre ; 
HOTeOs 
\ A a 93 9 9 , 
teppdels todTo, Kei’ ovK Hpounp. 
ION 
A v9 9 / / 
YS ap ExtrephvKa LNTPOS ; 
HOTeO 
> / / / 
ov mTédoV TiKTEL TEKVA. 
ION 


mos av ovv einv aos ; 
HOTeOX 
ovk old’, dvadépw S& eis Tov Oeov. 
ION 
hépe AOyor drypouc? drrwv. 
ZOTeOX 
TADT Gpewvov, @ TEKVOV. 
ION 
mrOes eis vOOOY TL NEKTPOD ; 
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ION 


XUTHUS 
Given—and born from me he is. 


ION 
So on me thy foot first stumbled ? 
XUTHUS 
Yea, my son, on none beside. 
ION 
Ay, and whence this happy chance? 
_-s XUTHUS 
We marvel both it should betide. 
ION 
Ha, what mother bare me to thee? 
XUTHUS 
‘Sooth, thereof can I say naught. 
ION 
Neither Phoebus told ? 
XUTHUS | 
For joy of this thing, that I never sought. 
ION 
Ah, a child of mother Earth ! 
XUTHUS 
Nay, children spring not from the sod. 
ION 
How then thine am I? 
XUTHUS 
I know not: I refer it to the God. 
ION 
Come, to reasonings rather turn we. 
7 XUTHUS 
Better so, my son, in sooth. 
ION 
Hadst thou ever part in lawless love ? 
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HOTeOs 
/ a 
Pwpia ye Tov véou. 
10N 
/ : “A > 
mpw Kxopnv AaBeiv ’EpeyOéus ; 
ZOreOs 
3 \ 4 , / 
ov yap vaoTEpoV YE TM. 
, 10N 
a > 9 “A b] 
dpa ont exet pw epvaas ; 
EOTeOS 
A , 
T@ KPOv@y ye cvvTpeyxer. 
IQN 
Kata Tes adixoperOa Sed 
pe po, 
HOTeOz 
a 9 A 
TavT apnyave. 
ION 
dia, paxpas éMowv xerevOov ; 
ZOTeOS 
le ¥” > 3 A 
TOUTO Kap, aTralona. 
ION 
/ b] 
IIvOtav & 7s wétpav mpiv ; 
HOTeO= 
3 / , 
els pavas ye Baxxiov. 
ION 
mpotévev & év tov Katéoxes ; 
HOTeOx 
bs pe Aerdiow xopats — 
ION 
eOtdcevo’, ) Tas TAO AVdAS ; 
ZOTe@O= . 
Mawaow ye Baxyiov. 
ION 
Euppov’ 7) KaToLwov ova ; 
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ION 


XUTHUS 
Mid follies of my youth. 
ION | 
Ere Erechtheus’ daughter wed thee? 
XUTHUS 
Since, to her have I been true. 
| ION 
Haply then didst thou beget me? 
XUTHUS 
Time is consonant thereto. 
: ION : 
Were it so, how came I hither ? 
XUTHUS 
Nay, | cannot fathom it. 
ION 
Long the journey for a babe! ae 
XUTHUS 
This too o’erpasseth all my wit. 
ION 
Hast thou seen ere this the Pythian Rock ? 
XUTHUS 
At Bacchus’ festal rite. 
ION 
Lodging with a Public Host? 
| XUTHUS 
Yea; and with Delphian girls by night— 
ION 
Made initiate—this thy meaning? 
XUTHUS 
They were maidens Bacchanal. 
ION 
Sober, or of wine o' ercome? 
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ZOTeOs 
, N A“ 
Baxyiou mpos noovais. 
ION 
a 9? 3 asses 9 4 
TouT éxelw Ww éomapnpev. 
EZOTeOs 
¢ / b] le) , 
O TOTpOS EENUpEV, TEKVOD. 
ION 
a ? , 
Twas © adixoperOa vaous ; 
ZOTeOs 
4 , o 
éxBonov Kopns ioas. 
a2 ION | 
, “ 
extrepevyapev To SovXov. 
EOTeOs 
TaTépa vuy déxou, Téxvon. 
ION 
~ a] nn 3 “ 
T@ Ge@ yowv ovK amo teiv EiKos. 
EZOTe@Os 
9 a. 
EU Ppoveis apa. 
, ION 
kat ti BovdopedOd y &dd\XN0o— 
ZOTeOs 
A e A A , 9 ¢ Aw 
_vov opas & ypy a” opay. 
ION 
i Atos trasdos yevéoOar trais ; 
ZOTeOs 
, , 
O cob ye yiyveTas. 
ION 
} Oiyo 870° of pw Epvoar; 
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ION 


XUTHUS 
Of Bacchus’ joys did this befall. 
ION 
This is my begetting’s story ! 
XUTHUS 
Fate, my son, hath found it out. 
10N 
Yet, how came I to the fane? 
| XUTHUS 
The maiden cast thee forth, I doubt. 
ION 
So, I ‘scape the taint of serfdom. 
XUTHUS 
Son, thy father now receive. 
ION | 
"Tis the God : I may not doubt him. 
XUTHUS 
Yea, ’tis wisdom to believe. 
ION 
What thing higher can I wish for— 
XUTHUS 
Now thou seest clear and true 
ION 
Than the fatherhood of Zeus? 
XUTHUS 
O yea, by birth is this thy due.? 
ION | 


Shall I clasp him, my begetter ? 


1 Only free-born Delphian women could take part in the 
‘* Orgies.” 
? Xuthus being descended from Zeus. 
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ZOT@Os 
miOopevos ye TO Oew. 
ION 
Yaipé por, TateEp, 
ZOTeOs 
pirov ye POéyp’ eeEadunv dd. 
ION 
npépa O° 7 viv Trapovoa. 
HOTe@OS 
paxaptov y° €OnKé pe. 
hay 
@  pirn BATEp, TOT dpa ral oop dyropau. déuas ; 
vov To 6 Ge padAov i) Tplv iris el ToT eLadeiv. 
GAN tows TéOVynKas, Hyeis 8 ovdey av SuvaipeOa. 
XOPO= 
Kowal pev mpi Sapatov eumpatiar 
dpws 6€ Kal déomrowar els TéeKY evTuxely 
éBovropny dv tovs 7 EpeyOéws Sopous. 
ZOTeOx 
@ TEKVOD, els pep on avetpeo Geos 
opOars € expave, Kat ouvir épot TE O€, 
ov T av Ta intal” nupes ovK ELO@s Tapos. 
6 S nas o opFas, TovTO Kae exet wo0os, 
bras oUT, @ Tal, pnTep eupyoers o ev, 
eye 9 omrotas pou yuvarnos efepus. 
ov dé dovtes tad’ tows eUporpev av. 
aXn ex MT OV Jeod Sdmred’ adnretay TE ony 
els TAS "AOnvas areixXe Kowod pov Tatpt, 
ov o GAPBLov pev oOKHTTpOY dvapévet TAT POS, 
ToNvs € TAOUTOS’ OvdE Oarepov voo av 
dvotv KEKANO EL Svaryevns mevns Q dpa, 
GAN evyevns Te Kal TroAUKTH Uw Biov. 
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ION 


XUTHUS 
If with Phoebus thou comply. 
ION 
Hail to thee, my father! 
*XUTHUS 
Joyfully I welcome this thy cry. 
ION 
Hail the day that sees our meeting ! 


XUTHUS 
Happy man it maketh me. 
| ION 
Ah, belovéd mother, when thy visage also shall I see ? 
More than ever now I long to see thee, who thou 
be soe’er. {should be my prayer. 
Ah, but thou perchance art dead, and all in vain 
CHORUS 
Ours too the house’s happy fortune is : 
Yet fain were I our queen were also blest 
With offspring, and Erechtheus’ ancient line. 


XUTHUS 

My son, as touching thy discovery 
The God spake sooth, and so joined thee and me. 
Thou hast found thy dearest, erst to thee unknown. 
For thy just yearning, this is also mine, 
That thou mayst find thy mother, O my son, 
And I, the woman of whose womb thou art. 
This shall we find forth haply, left to time. 
Now, leave the God’s floor, and thine homeless state : 
To Athens come, with thine heart even as mine. 
There waiteth thee thy father’s sceptred bliss, 
And much wealth. None shall cast into thy teeth 
One of these taunts, base birth or poverty. 
High-born art thou, a mighty man of wealth. 
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ouyas ; Th 7 pos. yy Oppa oov Barov é exerts 
els bpovtisas T amnrles, ex 5€ yappovis 
TdAw peTactas Seiwa TpocBanrnXeLs TaTpt ; 
ION 
ov TAUTOV el6os paiveras TOV TH parywaTov 
mpoawbev 6 ovTe@V eyyvdev a Opwpeveov. 
éy@ bé THY pev oupmopav dora Sopa, 
TaTEpa o dveupav: av O€ yuypaoKe Tépt 
adKovcov. elvat pace TAS avtoxGovas 
590 Kewas “AOivas OvK emeloaxTov yevos, 
iv etaotrecovpat Svo0 voow KEKTHLEVOS, 
TAT POs T émaxtod KAUTOS OV vobaryeriys. 
Kal TOOT Exo Tovvetoos, do Berns pep Ov, 
[o pander a av Krag }' ovdévenv KeKijoopat: 
nv & eis TO 7 parov TONEOS oppnGels Curyov 
tnT@ Tis elvat, TOV pev aduvarov b dro 
pono oper Oa: AuTpa yap Ta Kpelo cova: 
baat Oe Xpnarot Suvdpevot T elvat copot 
ouydar KOU omrevoova ty els TA mpaypara, 
600 yéhor’ év avTots paopiav TE dippopat 
oux houxasov €V TrONEL poyou wAéa. 
TOV 8 av doxovvtwv* Xpopeverv TE TH TOAEL 
eis akiopa Bas mA€Ov Ppoupna opac 
vapor w: ovTH yap Ta0’, @ TaTep, purer: 
ot Tas TONELS EXovTes ndkibpara 
TOUS avOapidrous elol TOKE MOTATOL. 
eav & és oixov ad)Or prov émnhus ov 
yuvaind @ &s atexvoy, 3) KOLVOULEDT 
Tas cuppopds cot poo bev, amroraxovca vov 
610 avtTy Kal’ abtny thy THYHV OloEL TLKPOS, 


1 Scaliger and Valckenaer : lacuna in MSS. 
2 Wecklein: for MSS. Aoylwy 
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ION 


Silent >—Now wherefore earthward droops thine eye, 
And thou art deep in thought, and from thy joy 
Art changed, and strikest dread into thy sire ? 


ION 

The face of things appeareth not the same 

Far off, and when we scan them nigh at hand. 

So do | greet with gladness this my lot 

Who find a‘sire: howbeit hear what burden 

Weighs on my soul. The glorious earth-born state, 

Athens, men say, hath naught of alien strain. 590 

I shall thrust in, stained with a twofold taint— 

An outland father, and my bastard self, 

And, bearing this reproach, nor strong in friends, 

“‘ Nobody ” shall be called—* Nobody’s Son.” 

Then, if I press to Athens’ highest ranks, 

And seek a name, of dullards shall I win 

Hatred ; for jealousy ever dogs success. 

Good men, whose wisdom well could helm the state, 

Who yet hang back, who never speak in public, 

To them shall I be laughing-stock and fool, 

Who, in a town censorious, go not softly. 600 

And statesmen who have made their mark, mid 
whom 

I seek repute, will hedge me in, and check 

By the assembly’s votes. ‘Tis ever so; 

They which sway nations, and have won repute, 

To young ambitions are the bitterest foes. 


Then, coming to a strange house, alien I, 

And to a childless lady, who hath shared 

With thee her sorrow heretofore, but now 

Shall bear in bitterness her reproach alone, 610 
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How shall I not, with reason, have her hate, 

When by thy knee I stand, she on thy love 

Looketh with bitter eyes of childlessness,— 

When thou must cast me off and cleave to her, 

Or honour me, and wreck thine household’s peace ? 

How oft the dagger and the deadly bowl 

Have women found to slay their lords withal ! 

Nay, father, more—I pity this thy wife __ 

Who grows grey childless. °Tis not worthy her, 

Sprung from proud sires—this curse of childlessness. 620 


And sovranty, so oft, so falsely praised,‘ 

Winsome its face is, but behind the veil 

Is torment. Who is happy, fartunate who, 

That, fearing violence, glancing aye askance, 

Weareth out life? Nay, rather would I live 

Happy-obscure, than be exalted prince,— 

One who must joy to have for friends the vile, 

Who hates the good, and ever dreads to die. 

‘ Ah,” thou wilt say, “ gold overbears all this, 

And wealth is sweet.” Would I clutch -lucre— 
groan 630 

Under its load, with curses in mine ears? 

Nay, wealth for me in measure, sorrowless. 


But, father, hear what blessings here were mine :— — 

First, leisure, dearest of delights to men : 

Friendly the folk; no villain jostleth me 

Out of the path: it galls the very soul 

To yield the pass, and vail to baser men. 

My life was prayer to Gods, converse with men, 

Ministrant unto joy and not to grief, 

Welcoming coming, speeding parting guests, 640 

A new face smiling still on faces new. 

And that which men, though loth, must ask in prayer, 
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aBiwrov jpiv: et & érevtacBat ypewr, 
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‘Uprightness, use and nature bred in me 

For Phoebus’ service. Thinking on all this, 
Father, I more esteem things here than there. 
Mine own life let me live. Content with little 
Hath charm no less than joy in great estate. 


CHORUS 
Well hast thou said, so be that those I love 
In these thy words may find their happiness. 


_- XUTHUS 
Of this no more: but learn to bear thy fortune. —_650 
For, where I found thee, there would I begin, 
By making thee a solemn public feast, 
And thy birth-sacrifice, not offered yet. 
Now to the feast as my guest bringing thee, 
Ill make thee cheer: then to the Athenians’ land 
Bring thee as one that travelleth, not as mine. 
- For, sooth, I have no heart to vex my wife 
With mine own bliss, while she is childless still. 
And I shalk find a time to bring my queen 
To suffer thee to take my sceptred sway. 


Ion! I name thee, of that happy chance 
In that, as forth Apollo’s shrine [ came, 
First lighted I on thee. Now all thy friends 
To this glad feast of sacrifice gather thou, 
To bid, as leaving Delphi soon, farewell. 
You, handmaids, I command, speak not hereof. 
Death—if ye say to my wife anything! 
ION 
I go: yet to my fortune one things lacks : 
For, save I find her who gave life to me, 
My life isnaught. If one prayer be vouchsafed, 670 


1 "Iwv, “coming,” because met at his coming forth. 
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ION 


Of Athens’ daughters may my mother be, 
That by my mother may free speech be mine. 
The alien who entereth a burg 
Of pure blood, burgher though he be in name, 
Hath not free speech ; he bears a bondman’s tongue. 
[ Exveunt xuTHUSs and I0N. 
CHORUS 


O vision of tears, and of fierce heart-burning —_(Str.) 
Breaking forth into shrieks and the onrush of 
sighing, 
When my lady beholdeth her chieftain returning 
In glory of fatherhood —knoweth that yearning 
Of childlessness waiteth her, hunger undying ! 680 
Seer-son of Latona, what strain hast thou chanted ? 
Whence came he, the waif in thy temple-porch 
lying? 
Thy tosterling—yea, but a mother yet wanted ! 
And the oracle stirreth mine heart to defying 
Of its tones with the whisper of treachery haunted. 
I fear whereunto it will grow, 
This fate thou hast caused us to know : 
Too strange for my credence it is. 690 
Child fathered of fortune and treason ! 
Child alien of blood !—it were reason 
That all should cry yea unto this. 


Friends, shall I bear to my lady the story?  (Ani.) 
Shall I speak in her ear, her lord’s baseness 
revealing? 

Whom she counted her all and in all—heretofore he 
Had share in her dreams of a yet-coming glory. 

Now in woe is she whelmed, but his heart hath 

found healing, [strewing ! 

That he flouts the dear tresses and eld’s silver- 700 
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1 Bayfield: for MSS. rupavvfdos pfara. 
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O caitiff and outlander, he that came stealing 
On the wealth of a house he saved not from un- 
doing ! 1— [dealing — 
Who would cozen my lady with treacherous 
False one, away to thy ruin, thy ruin! 
O’er the consecrate cake he shall lay 
Mid your altar-flames, Gods, let them play 
Unavailingly! Ah but my queen 710 
Shall know that I hold her the dearer ! : 
Lo this strange feast draweth nearer 
When the sire’s strange son shall be seen. 


Heights of Parnassus, rock-ridges upbearing (Epode) 
The watchtower crags and the cloudland dome, 
Where Bacchus, uptossing the pines flame-glaring, 
Leaps mid his Bacchants through darkness that 
roam, 
May never yon boy to my city come faring! 
Be his birth-day the day of his doom ! 720 
For in sooth should our city be hard bestead 
If an alien host to her hearths shall be led. 
Suffice us Erechtheus, the kingly head 
Of the Ancient Home ! 
Enter creusa and OLD SERVANT, climbing the ascent 
to the Temple. 
CREUSA 
Thou reverend child-ward of my sometime sire 
Erechtheus, while he walked yet in the light, 
Bear up, and press to yon God's oracle, 
That thou mayst share my joy, if Loxias King 
’ A boding-pledge of sons hath uttered forth. 
’"Tisssweet with friends to share prosperity : 730 
And if—which God forbid—if ill befall, 


1 By perpetuating the race of true-born Erechtheids. 
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"Tis sweet to gaze in eyes of sympathy. 
Now thine old loving tendance of my sire 


I, though thy lady, render back to thee. 


OLD SERVANT 
My daughter, spirit worthy of noble sires 
’ Thou keepest, and thou hast not put to shame 
Thine old forefathers, children of the soil. 
Draw, draw me towards the shrines, and bring me on. 
Steep is the god-ward path: be thou physician 
Unto mine age, and help my toiling limbs. 740 
CREUSA 
Follow : take heed where thou dost plant thy feet. 


OLD SERVANT 
Lo there! 
Slow is the foot, still by the mind outstripped. 


CREUSA 
Try with thy staff the ground: lean hard thereon. 


OLD SERVANT 
Blind guide is this when mine eyes serve so ill. 


CREUSA 
Svoth said: yet yield not thou to weariness. 


OLD SERVANT 
I would not, but my lost strength I command not. 


CREUSA 
Women, which do leal service at my loom 
And shuttle, show what fortune hath my lord 
Found touching issue, for which cause we came. 
For, if ye speak good tidings unto me, 750 
Your queen shall not forget the debt of joy, 


CHORUS 


Ah fate ! 
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MAIAATOTOs 
N , \ A ‘4 > > / 
TO Ppoiptov ev TAY NOYwWY OVK EVTUYES. 
XOPOX 
dA aA 
tw TNALOV. 
NAIAATOTOs 
b a A 
aGXr 7 Tt Oechatooe SeaTOTMV VOTO ; 
XOPOS 
3 , A , = A / 
elev’ Ti Spmpev, Odvatos wy KEtTat TéEpt ; 
KPEOTZA re” 
tis HOE povdaa, Yo hdBos Tivev répt; 
XOPO 
¥ A a] A , é 4 i 
elrrw@pev  oryapev; H TL Spacopen ; 
KPEOTZA 


"yg? e ” , > 9 > fF 
Et ° @WS EXELS rye cuppopav TW EUS ELLE. 


XOPO2 
elpnoeTat TOL, KEL Gaveiv péArAW buf. 


ovK éort go, déo7row, er ayKdrars AaBewv 


TEKY OVE HATTP FW TpoTappocat TOTE. 


KPEOTZA 
pot, Oavorpt. 
TIAIAALOrOs 
Ouyatep— 
; KPEOT2A 


a Today eyo oupmpopas. 


‘€xaBov, érafov ayos aBiotov, pirat. 


MAIAAFOroz 
SsotyopedOa, Téxvov. 
KPEOTSA 
atat atat’ 
dtavtaios EtuTrev odvva pe WeEv- 
povov TOVS Evo, 


ION 


OLD SERVANT (aside). 
No-happy-boding prelude of their speech! 
CHORUS 
Ah hapless! 
OLD SERVANT (aside) 
Ha, sinks mine heart for my lords’ oracle ! 
CHORUS 
What shall we do when death is in the path? 
| | CREUSA : 
What means this strain, and wherefore is your fear? 
CHORUS 
Speech ?—silence ?>—what is it that we should do? 
CREUSA 
Speak : samething ye keep back that toucheth me. 
| CHORUS 
Thou shalt be told,—yea, though I die twice over. 760 
"Tis not for thee, my queen, in arms to fold 
Children, nor press them ever to thy breast. 
CREUSA 
Ah, would I might die ! 
OLD SERVANT 
Daughter— 
CREUSA 
Ah wretch !—ah me for my misery ! 
I have gotten sore hurt, my friends: what is life 
unto me? 
OLD SERVANT 
Undone—thou and I! 
O child! 
CREUSA 
Ah me, ah me! for the anguish-dart 
Hath pierced me through, and hath plunged deep 


into mine heart. 
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OLD SERVANT 
Nay, moan not yet— 
CREUSA 
But wailings the soul of me fill! 


OLD SERVANT 
Ere we shall learn— 
CREUSA 
What tidings remain for me still? 770 


OLD SERVANT 
If in the same calamity our lord 
Have part, or thine alone misfortune be. 


CHORUS 
Ancient, to him hath Loxias given a son, 
And private joy is his, unshared of her. 
CREUSA 
Ah sorrow on sorrow, for crown of sorrow, and woes 
for my sighing ! 
OULD SERVANT 


But of some woman must he yet be born, 
This child ?—or did the God proclaim ,him born ? 


CHORUS 
Already born—nay more, a stripling grown 780 
Doth Loxias give him. I was there, and heard. 

CREUSA 


How sayest thou ?—nameless, unspeakable things in 
mine ears art thou crying— 
OLD SERVANT 
And mine. But how works out the oracle? 
More clearly tell me: who the lad is, tell. 
CHORUS _ 
Whomso thy lord should first meet as he passed 
From the God’s fane, the God gave him for son. 
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| CREUSA 
Ah me! ah me !—-and my weird 
Of barrenness, barrenness grippeth my __ life !— 
desolation-oppressed | 790 
Shall I live on, living in childless halls ! 
OLD SERVANT 
Who was the child foretold? whom met he first, 
Our sad queen’s lord? How saw he him, and where? 
CHORUS 
Rememberest thou, O dear my queen, the youth 
That swept the temple’s floor? That son is he. 
CREUSA 
Oh to flee on the wings of a bird 
Through the ocean of air, and from Hellas afar to 
the stars of the west ! 
Such pain on me, friends, such anguish falls! 


OLD SERVANT 


And what name hath his father given to him? 800 
Know’st thou? Or bideth this unfixed, unsaid ? 
CHORUS 


Ion, since he was first to meet his sire. 
7 OLD SERVANT 
His mother, who? 
CHORUS 
Thereof can I say naught. 
My lady’ s spouse hath stol’n—that all my tale 
Be known of thee—into the festal tent, 
To sacrifice for welcoming and birth, 
And spread a public feast for this new son. 
OLD SERVANT 
Betrayed, Queen, are we—for thy pain is mine— 
Of this thy lord ; by treason-stratagems _ 
Insulted ; from Erechtheus’ palace-halls 810 
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Cast forth! And this I say, as hating not 

Thy lord, but better loving thee than him, 

Who came a stranger to thy burg and home, 
Wedded thee, and received thine heritage, 

And of another woman gat him sons 

Clandestine : this “ clandestine ” will I prove :— 
Knowing thee barren, he was not content 

To share thy fortune, to partake thy lot, 

But took a slave to his clandestine bed, 

Begat this son, from Athens sent him, gave 820 
Unto some Delphian’s fostering: for concealment 
Was he reared in the temple, consecrate. 


Then, when he knew the stripling fully grown, 

He drew thee hither by the hope of sons. 

So, not the God hath lied, but this man lied, 

Rearing so long the lad, weaving such plots. 

Detected here, he would cast it on the God: 

But, safe in Athens, he would set her crown 

Upon him, guarding ’gainst the chance of time. 

But this new name's misdated forgery ! 830 
Ion—set eye on him then first, forsooth ! 


CHORUS 

Ah me! how evermore I loathe the knave 
That plotteth wrongs, and then with stratagem 
Tricks forth! Be mine the friend of simple soul 
Yet honest, rather than the craftier villain. 


OLD SERVANT 
And a worse ill than all this must thou know, 
To take into thine house for lord thereof 
A slave’s brat, motherless, of none account ! 
"Twere but one ill, if from a free-born womb, 
With thy consent, pleading thy barrenness, 840 
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He found an heir. Or, if this liked thee not, 
He ought to have sought a wife of Aeolus’ race. 
Now, something worthy of woman must thou do— 
Grasp thou the sword, or by some wiliness 
Or poison slay thine husband and his son, 
Ere treacherous death shall come from them to thee. 
For, if thou flinch, ’tis thou shalt lose thy life : 
For, when two foes beneath one roof be met, 
This one or that one must the victim be. 
Willing am I with thee to share this work, 850 
To enter the pavilion, slay the lad 
Where he prepares the feast :—repaying so 
My lords their nurture, let me die or live! 
There is but one thing bringeth shame to slaves, 
The name: in all beside no slave is worse 
Than free men, so he bear an upright soul. 
CHORUS 
I too, dear mistress, I consent to share 
Thy fate,—or death, or honourable life. 


CREUSA 
O, how keep silence, my soul ? 
Yet how shall I dare to unroll 860 
Deeds hidden of darkness, and cast the shame behind 
me? | [bind me? 


Yet what thing remaineth to fetter me, what thing to 
With whom can I stand in virtue’s glorious strife ? 
Hath not mive husband a traitor been shown to his 
wife ? , 
I am wholly of home bereft, am of children bereft : 
Of the hopes unavailing I cherished not one is left, 
Who dreamed I should order all things well, 
Yet naught of that bridal of horror tell, 
Naught of the birth amid tears that befell. 
Now nay—by the palace of Zeus star-brightened, 870 
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By the watchtower crag where my Goddess’s 
throne is, 
By the holy shore of the mere Tritonis 
Full-brimming mid Libya’s plain, 
Mine outrage no more will I hide, that lightened 
My bosom may be of its pain. 
Mine eyes are a fountain of tears fast-welling, 
And mine heart is betrayed and anguish-riven, 
Betrayed of lovers on earth, in heaven ! 
I will speak it, that thankless name forth telling, 
And the tale of the traitor to love shall be given. 880 


Lord of the seven-voiced lyre, who attunest the cry of 
its strings, note sings 

Under whose fingers the lifeless awaketh, a sweet 

From the horn of the ox of the field, the chant of the 
Muses outrings— 


Child of Latona, I cry to the Sun—I will publish 
thy shame! [the flowers as I came 

Thou, with thy tresses a-shimmer with gold, through 

Plucking the crocuses, heaping my veil with their 
gold-litten flame, 890 


Cam’st on me, caughtest the poor pallid wrists of mine 
hands and didst hale 

Unto thy couch in the cave,—“ Mother! mother!” I 
shrieked out my wail,— 

Wroughtest the pleasure of Cypris : no shame made 
the god-lover quail. 


Wretched I bare thee a child, and I cast him with 
shuddering throe {a bride-bed of woe. 
Forth on thy couch where thou forcedst thy victim, 900 
Lost—my poor baby and thine! for the eagles 

devoured him :—and lo, 
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Victory-songs to thy lyre dost thou chant! Ho, I 
call to thee, son 

Born to Latona, Dispenser of Boding, on gold- 
gleaming throne 

Midmost of earth who art sitting :—thine ears shall 
be pierced with my moan! 910 


Ah, ravisher-bridegroom thou ! 
What ailed thee to give to my spouse— 
Requiting no service, I trow !— 
A son to be heir to his house ? oN 
But my baby and thine, O heartless, was taken 
For a prey of the eagles: long ere now 
Were the swaddling-bands of his mother forsaken. 


Thy Delos doth hate thee, thy bay-boughs abhor thee, 

By the palm-tree of feathery frondage that rose 920 
Where in sacred travail Latona bore thee 

Unto Zeus for the fruit of her throes. 


CHORUS 
Ah me, what mighty treasure-house is opened 
Of sore affliction whereat all shall weep ! 


OLD 8ERVANT 
Ah daughter, gazing on thy face I fill 
With pity : yea, my mind is all distraught. 
For, while one surge of ills yet drowns my soul, 
High rolls astern another from thy words. 
For, soon as thou hadst told thy present ills, 
Thou followedst the dark track of other woes. 930 
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What say’st thou? What dost lay to Loxias’ charge? 
What child hast borne? In Athens where didst cast 
him 
To gladden a living grave ?—tell yet again, 
: CREUSA 
Ancient, I blush before thee, yet will tell. 
OLD SERVANT 
To weep with friends that weep, full well I know. 
CREUSA | 
Hear then :—the Rocks of Cecrops knowest thou, 
The Long Cliff named ?—the northward-facing cave ? 
OLD SERVANT 
I know: Pan’s shrine and altars stand thereby. 
| CREUSA 
Even there I agonized in that dread strife— 
OLD SERVANT 
What ?—-lo, how start my tears to meet thy words! 940 
CREUSA 
With Phoebus linked sore loth in woeful bridal. 
OLD SERVANT 
Ah daughter, was it this myself had marked? 


. CREUSA 
Had marked ?—If sooth thou sayest, I will tell. 


OLD SERVANT 

Thy secret sighing as with hidden pain? 
CREUSA 

Yea; then befell the ills I now lay bare. 


OLD SERVANT 
And how didst thou conceal Apollo’s rape ? 


CREUSA 
I travailed—bear to hear my tale, old friend !— 
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OLD SERVANT 
Who tended thee? . . . . alone in trial’s hour ! 


CREUSA 
Alone within the cave that saw my rape. 


OLD SERVANT 
And the boy, where ?—that thou no more be childless. 950 


CREUSA 
Dead is he, ancient,—unto beasts cast out. 


OLD SERVANT 
Dead ?—and Apollo, traitor! helped thee naught? 


CREUSA 


Helped not. The child is nursed in Hades’ halls. 


OLD SERVANT 
Who cast him forth? Not thou—O never thou ' 


_  CREUSA 
Even I. My vesture darkling swaddled him. 


OLD SERVANT 
Nor any knew the exposing of the child ? 
CREUSA 
None — Misery and Secrecy alone. 
OLD SERVANT 
How couldst thou leave thy babe within the cave ? 
CREUSA 
Ah how ?—0 pitiful farewells I moaned ! 


OLD SERVANT 


Poor heart of steel !—O God’s heart harder yet! 960 
CREUSA 
Ah, hadst thou seen the babe’s hands stretched to 
me | 


OLD SERVANT 
Seeking the breast, the cradle of thine arms? 


93 


ION 


KPEOTZA 
> ay Ly Ae > N ” > 0 3 bd] A 
évtavl’", ty ovK« ov adix ETracyxev €& epod. 
MAIAATOLO 
> » 4 > A a 
aol & és ti O0& eiaonrOev éxBaretv réxvov ; 
KPEOT2A 
e \ \ 4 , b] e “A , 
ws Tov Oeoy awoorvTa TOV Y aUTOU yovoV. 
MAIGAFOroz | 
” / a ov e , 
oipot, Sopwv aav dARos ws YerudleTat. 
KPEOT3A 
/ a) 4 § , a 
Ti xpata xpuvas, ® yépov, Saxpuppoeis ; 
| MAIAATOrOs 
“A b] “A 
aé xal Tatépa cov dvaTvyobvTas cicopav. 
KPEOT3A 
\ A nw? OA 3 b] n / 
Ta Ovnta TotadT: ovdéy Ev TAUT@ pévet. 
MAIAATOrOs 
\ “n ae LY] 4 > , 
970 pn viv ét olxTwv, Ovyatep, avteyopcba. 
KPEOT3A 
, / ‘\ a ? , \ a 
TL yap pe Xpr Spav ; aropia To dvatuyetv. 
MAIAAFOros 
‘\ a 3 , / > 9 / / 
TOV TP@TOV adiKnoavTda o aTrotivou Deov. 
KPEOT2A , 
\ A \ / \ 9 39 ¢ 4 
cal Tas TA Kpeicaw Ovnros ova UTrEepdpapo ; 
MAIAATOLOS 
s \ \ , / 
Tippy tra ceuva Aokiov ypnotnpia. 
KPEOYTSA 
dé50xa: Kal vov mnpatov adnv exw. 
MAIAArOroz 
\ , / ” \ a 
ta Suvata vup ToApnaov, avdpa oov KTavelv. 
KPEOTSA 
4 9 ‘nm? , > 
aidovpe? evvas tas 700" Hvix’ éoOXos Hv. 
NAIAArOroz 


au & adda traida Tov eri col Tmedyvora. 
94 


ION 


CREUSA 
Where he lay not, and so had wrong of me. 
OLD SERVANT 
And in what hope didst thou cast forth the babe ? 
| CREUSA 
That the God yet would save him—his own child. 
OLD SERVANT 
Ah me, what tempest wrecks thine house's weal ! 
CREUSA 
Why dost thou, ancient, veil thine head, and weep? 
OLD SERVANT 
Seeing calamity, thy sire’s and thine. 
CREUSA 
Tis man’s lot: naught continueth at one stay. 
OLD SERVANT 
Cling we no more to wailings, daughter, now. 970 
CREUSA 
What must I do?—so helpless misery is. 
OLD SERVANT 
Avenge thee on the God who wronged thee first. 
CREUSA 
How ?—I, a mortal, triumph o’er the strong? 
| OLD SERVANT 
Set thou the torch to Loxias’ holy shrine. 
CREUSA 
I fear :—even now I have enough of woes. 
OLD SERVANT 
Then dare the thing thou canst: thine husband slay. 
CREUSA 
I cannot—for old love and loyalty’s sake. 
OLD SERVANT 
The boy, at least, thus foisted upon thee. 
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CREUSA 
How ? — would ‘twere possible !—how fain would I! 
OLD SERVANT 
With dlagvers arm the servants of thy train. 980 
CREUSA 
I will go straight :—but when to strike the blow? 
OLD SERVANT 
In the pavilion, where he feasts his friends. 
"  CREUSA 
Murder in public—and by weakling thralls! 
OLD SERVANT 
Woe! thine heart fails. Do thine own plotting now. 
CREUSA 
Ha, mine is secret guile and triumph sure. 
OLD SERVANT 
Yea, both ?—then will I be thy minister. 
CREUSA 
Hear then :—thou knowest of the Earth-born War? 
OLD SERVANT 
Yea, giants stood in Phlegra ‘gainst the Gods. 
CREUSA 


There Earth brought forth the Gorgon, monster 
dread— 


a 


OLD SERVANT 
To help her sons, and press the Gods full hard ? 990 
CREUSA 
Yea, and Zeus’ Daughter, Goddess Pallas, slew it. 
OLD SERVANT 
Meseems I heard this legend long ago— 
. CREUSA 
How on her breast Athena bore its skin. 
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OLD SERVANT 
Ay, named the Aegis, Pallas’s array ? 
CREUSA 
Of Gods named, from her battle-eager charge. 
OLD SERVANT 
What was the fashion of its grisly form ? 
CREUSA . 
A breastplate fenced with ring on ring of snakes. 
OLD SERVANT 
But, daughter, how shall this thing harm thy foes ? 
CREUSA 
Knowest thou Erichthonius >—thou must. 
OLD SERVANT 
First father of your line, whom earth brought forth ? 1000 
CREUSA 
To him gave Pallas in his hour of birth— 
OLD SERVANT _ 
What ?—thy word falters in the utterance. 
CREUSA 
Two drops of blood—of that same Gorgon’s blood. 
OLD SERVANT 
What power have they upon the life of man? 
CREUSA 
For death one, one for healing of disease. 
OLD SERVANT | 
And hung them on the child—wherein enclosed ? 
CREUSA 
A golden clasp. He gave it to my sire. 
OLD SERVANT 
And, when Erechtheus died, to thee it passed ? 
CREUSA 
Yea; and I bear it ever on my wrist. 
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OULD SERVANT 
How is the Goddess’ gift twofold ordained ? 1010 
CREUSA 
Each drop that welled in death from the hollow vein— 
, OLD SERVANT 
To what serves this? “ What virtue beareth it? 
CREUSA | 
Averts diseases, fostereth the life. 
OLD SERVANT 
The second thou hast named—what doeth it ? 
CREUSA 
Slayeth: ‘tis venom of the Gorgon’s snakes. 
OLD’ SERVANT 
Mingled in one, or several, dost thou bear it? 
CREUSA 
Several: good with evil blendeth not. 
OLD SERVANT 
O child, O dearest, thou hast all thy need ! 
CREUSA 
Hereby the lad shall die, the slayer thou. 
OLD SERVANT 
Where ?—by what deed? Thou tell, and I will dare. 1020 
CREUSA 
In Athens, when he cometh to mine home. 
OLD SERVANT 
Ill rede is thine—as mine was in thy sight. 
CREUSA 
Ha, doth thine heart’s misgiving jump with mine? 
OLD SERVANT 
Thou shouldst be murderess held, though innocent. 
CREUSA 
Even so—the old tale of stepdame’s jealousy. 
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OLD SERVANT 
Here slay him, then: so shall avail denial. 


CREUSA 
At least I shall the sooner taste that joy. 


OLD SERVANT 
Nor thy lord know thy knowledge of his secret. 


CREUSA 
Know’st then thy part ? Receive thou from mine hand 
Athena’s golden vial, wrought of old. 1030 
Go where my lord holds this false sacrifice ; 
And, in the banquet’s pause, when men will pour 
Wine to the Gods, this have thou ‘neath thy cloak, 
And swiftly drop into the stripling’s cup,— 
That for his drinking, not the general bow!,— 
Even his who seeks to lord it o'er mine house. 
If once it pass his lips, ne’er shall he come 
To glorious Athens: here shall he stay—dead. 


OLD SERVANT 
Unto thine host’s house now withdraw thy foot ; 
And I through mine appointed task will toil. 1040 
Come, agéd foot, for deeds must thou grow young, 
Though this be not by time vouchsafed to thee. 
On, with thy mistress on, against the foe ! 
Help her to slay and cast him forth her home. 
Fair faith ?>—O yea, fair faith for fortune fair : 
But, when ye would wreak vengeance on your foes, 
There is no law that lieth in the path. 

[ Exeunt cREUSA and OLD SERVANT. 


CHORUS (Str. 1) 
Goddess of Highways, Demeter’s Daughter,! 


Queen of the nightmare darkness-ranger, 


1 Hekate, goddess of sorcery and secret poisoning. She 
haunted places where roads crossed each other, and at night 
sent up demons and phantoms from Hades. 
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’ Scaliger : for MSS. daluwv. 
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Guide thou the hand that for noontide slaughter —_1050 
Shall fill up the chalice, my lady’s avenger, 
Which beareth the venom-gouts that fell 
From the neck of the Gorgon, the fiend of hell, 
My lady’s greeting-gift to the stranger 
That usurpeth Erechtheus’ royal sway, 
That an alien of alien strain in our Athens never 


may reign, 
But the noble Erechtheids—none save they! 1060 
(Ant. 1) 
But—the death imaccomplaned ?2—the deed un- 
abetted 


Of the hour, and my mistress’s purposes ended, 
And the hopes that upbore her?—remains the 
sword whetted ; [pended ; 
Remaineth the neck in the death-noose sus. 
And, by agony ending the agony-strife, 
Shall] she pass to the life beyond this life. 
For never this queen from kings descended 
Shall endure that the splendour-light of her 1070 
eyne, [the ancient hall 
No, not while she liveth, should fall on the shame of 
Ruled by the upstart of alien line. 


Shame for the God oft-chanted ! (Str. 2) 
In hymns, if he,? 

Beside the fountains haunted 
Of dances, see 


1 Dionysus, worshipped in the Eleusinian Mysteries with 
. Demeter and Persephone. The 20th of Boédromion was 
ushered in by a vast torch-light procession in which those 
newly initiated, who had kept vigil in the temple, joined. 

2 Ion, whose presence, as that: of an alien by blood, would 
be profanation, yet whose initiation could, as a matter of 
policy, not be avoided, 
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With eyes long held from sleep 
That Twentieth Dawn upleap, 
See the torch-river’s sweep, ere darkness flee, 


When dances heaven star-glancing 
Adoringly, 

When the white moon is dancing, 1080 
And ‘neath the sea .- 

The Nereids’ dance enrings 

The eternal river-springs, 

And their full chorus sings Persephone 


Gold-crowned, and our Earth-mother— 
Awful is she !— 
Shall he press in, that other, 
To sovranty ? 
Shall not his hopes be foiled ?>— 
Where kings and heroes toiled, [fee ? 
Shall that proud realm be spoiled, a vagrant’s 


Mark—ye whose strains of slander (Ant. 2) 1090 
Scourge evermore 

Woman in song, and brand her 
Wanton and whore,— 

How high in virtue’s place 

We pass men’s lawless race, 

Nor spit in viper-lays your venom-store ; 


But let the Muse of taunting 
On men’s heads pour 
Her indignation, chanting 
Her treason-lore ; 
' Sing of the outraged maid ; 
Tell of the wife betrayed 
By him who hath displayed his false heart’s 


core,—- 
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This son of Zeus,! who flouted 1100 
A queen’s heart, sore 
With childless hunger, scouted 
Troth-plight of yore : 
Her right aside he thrust, 
And mocked a nation’s trust 
For one that to his lust this bastard bore ! 
Enter sERVANT tn haste. 
SERVANT 
Where, damsels, shall I light upon our mistress, 
Erechtheus’ daughter? All throughout the town 
Seeking her have I ranged, and find her not. 


CHORUS 

What is it, fellow-thrall ? What hot-foot haste 

Possesseth thee? What tidings bearest thou ? 1110 
SERVANT 


We are hunted! Yea, the rulers of the land 

Are seeking her, that she may die by stoning. 
CHORUS 

Ah me !swhat say’st thou? Are we taken then 

Plotting the secret murder of yon lad ? 


SERVANT 
Yea, thou wilt share the doom—nor thou the last. 
CHORUS 
How were the hidden stratagems. laid bare ? 
| SERVANT 


The essay of right to vanquish wrong the God 
Discovered, lest his temple be defiled. 


CHORUS 
How ?—suppliant I beseech thee, tell it out. 
For, knowing all, if I indeed must die, 1120 


Death should be. easier —yea, or sweeter life. . 
1 Xuthus, descended through Aeolus from Zeus. 
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SERVANT 


Soon as Creusa’s lord had left the fane 

Of Phoebus, taking his new son with him 

For that thanksgiving-feast and sacrifice, 

Xuthus went up to where the Wine-god’s fire 

Leaps heavenward, to make wet with victims’ blood 
Dionysus’ twin rocks for the son new-found ; 

And spake, “ Abide now, son, and set thou up 

A wide-embracing tent by craftsmen’s toil. 

If, sacrificing to the Birth-gods, long 1130 
I tarry, feast thy friends assembled there.” 


' So took the calves and went. And now the youth 
The unwalled pavilion’s compass solemnly | 
With tall masts reared, with good heed lest the sun 
Should dart therein his shafts of midnoon-flame;, 

Or the slant javelin-gleams of dying day. 

A hundred feet he meted out foursquare,— 

Having for compass of its space within 

Ten thousand, as the cunning craftsmen say,— 

As bidding to the feast all Delphi's folk. 1140 
With sacred tapestries from the treasuries 

He screened it, marvellous for men to see. 

First with a canopy of shawls he ceiled it, 

The offering of Zeus’ son, which Hercules 

Brought to the God, the Amazonian spoils. 


Therein were webs of woven blazonry :— 

Heaven shepherding his stars in folds of air : 

His steeds the Sun drave to their goal of fire, 

After him drawing the bright Evening Star. 

And sable-vestured Night with team of twain 1150 
Upfloated ; and the stars companioned her. 

The Pleiad swam her mid-sky path along, 


III 


1160 


1170 


1180 


It2 


ION 


& te Eehrjpns Dpiwv: drrepOe 5é 
"Apxtos otpépova’ ovpaia ypvonpet TroA@. 
KUKNOS O€ TravaéAnVvos nKOVTLE ava 

N , e 4 4 
penvos Seynpns, ‘Tddes Te vavtirors 
cadéotatov onpeiov, 7 Te Pwaoopos 
"Eos St@xova’ dotpa. toivotow 8 ere 
Hhpmioxev adda BapBdpwv vpdopata, 
EUNPETMOUS Vvavs ayTias ‘EAAnviow,, 
kat psEoOnpas Paras, trireias T aypas, 
éX\udhwv AcovtTav T daypiwv Onpdpara. 
Kat elaodous, 66 Kéxporra Ouyatépwv mréXas 
ometpatow eidiccovt, AOnvaiwy Tivos 
avaOnpa: ypvaéous T ev péow avaoiti 
Kpatnpas éoTna . év & axpotot Bas troct 
xnpv& avettre Tov OédovT’ eyywpiov 
és daira ywpetv. ws & erdrnpwOn oréyn, 
atepdvoicr Koo pnOevtes evoxPou Bopas 
uy érrnpovv. ws o dvetoav jdovnv, 
axnvns | rapeoav wpéaBus eis pécov wédov 
éotn, yeAwv © Once cuvocitrvots Trodvy, 
mpoOupa tpdcowv & Te yap Kpwcaay dowp 
xepoiv ere yutre vipa, weabeOupia 
o pupyns iSpara, Xpucéwy 7 exTopatav 
HEX.» avTos avT@ Tovde mpoaotdéas Trovov. 
érrel & és avAovs HKov €s KpaTHpd TE 
Kowov, yépwv ércE: ahapravew ypewv 
oivnpa TevYN opixpd, peydra 8 eiodéepery, 
os Oaacov EMwo’ oid és Hdovas ppevav. 
nv On hepdvtwv woyOos apyupnrAdtous 
vpucéas Te piddras: o b€ AaBev eEaiperor, 
@s T@ véw bn SeatroTn Yapw hépwr, 

1 Barnes: to supply lacuna in MSS. 


ION 


And sword-begirt Orion ; and, above, _ [sphere. 

The Bear's tail wheeled around the gold-gemmed 

The Moon’s full circle of the parted month 

Shot silver shafts: the Hyads, surest sign 

To shipmen; and the Light-uplifter, Dawn, 

Chasing the star-rout. And upon the walls 

Draped he yet other orient tapestries : 

Galleys with oars that charged on ships of Greece, —_1160 

Monsters half-brute, steeds flying in the chase, 

Huntings of stags and lions of the wold. 

At the doors Cecrops coiling spire on spire 

Amidst his daughters—some Athenian’s gift 

Of worship. In the banquet’s midst he set 

The golden bowls. Forth stately pacing then 

A herald cried, “ What Delphian will soe’er, 

Come to the feast!” And when the tent was 
thronged, 

With garlands crowned they satisfied their souls 

With plenteous meat. And when they would no more, 1170 

An old man entered in, and in their midst 

Stood, and his busy zeal oft stirred to mirth 

The banqueters. He drew from drinking-ewers 

Water for cleansing hands; for incense burnt 

Balsam of myrrh, and of the golden cups 

Took charge—yea, laid this office on himself. 

But when the flutes ’gan play, and mazer-bowls 

Were mixed, the greybeard spake, “Take hence 


forthright 
These tiny wine-cups—ample beakers bring, 
That my lords’ hearts the sooner may be merry.” 1180 


Then toiled we bearing goblets silver-chased 
And golden; and he took a chosen one, 
As rendering worship to his new-made lord, 
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And gave the chalice brimmed, first casting in 
The drug death-working, which our mistress gave, 
Men say, that her new son might leave the light. 
None marked ;—but as the god-discovered heir 
Raised with the rest the God’s cup in his hand, 
He heard some seryant speak a word unmeet. 

He, temple-reared, perfect in bodement-lore, 1190 
Held it for ominous, bade fill up with wine 
Another bowl]; that first drink-offering 

He cast to earth, and bade all do the like. 

Then fell a hush. With water brimmed we up 
And Bybline wine the sacred mixing-bowls. 


Then midst our toils a flight of doves dropt down 

In the pavilion; for in Loxias’ halls 

Unfrayed they dwell, and when men spilled the 
wine, 

The thirsty innocents dipped their beaks therein, 

And drew it down their daisity feathered throats. 

And none the God’s libation harmed—save one, 

Which lighted where the new heir spilled the wine. 

She sipped the drink—her dainty-feathered frame 

Quivered and staggered: an unmeaning scream ! 

She shrilled of anguish: marvelled all the throng 

Of banqueters to see her agonies. 

One fierce convulsion—the pink claws uncramped ; 

And she was dead. That child of prophecy 

Bared of his cloak his limbs, leapt o’er the board, 

Shouting “ Who goeth about to murder me? 1210 

Old man, declare !—thine was the eager zeal,— 

Yea, from thine hand did I receive the cup!” 

He clutched his withered arm, he searched him o’er 

To take the ancient in the very fact. 


1200 


1 The ordinary note of the bird was significant in augury. 
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Detected, tortured, scarce even then he told 
Creusa’s desperate deed, the poison-plot. 
Straightway, the feasters with him, hurries forth 
The stripling given by Loxias’ oracle, 
Before the Pythian nobles stands, and cries, 
“O hallowed land, by poison is my death 1220 
Sought of Erechtheus” child, the alien dame!” 
Then Delphi's lords by general vote decreed 
That from the precipice hurled my queen should die, 
As compassing a priest’s death, planning murder 
Within the precinct. All the city seeks her 
Who sped on wretched mission wretchedly. 
Drawn by desire of babes to Phoebus’ fane, 
She hath lost her life and children therewithal. 
CHORUS 
There is no hiding-place from death for me, 
None: woe is me, it is the end ! 1230 
All is laid bare for all men’s eyes to see— 
The cup, the murder-blend 
Of gouts of viper-blood swift for life’s quelling, 
Mid Bacchus’ clusters shed ; 
Drink-offering—yea, to them in darkness dwelling, : 
Gods of the dead. 


Ruin is my life’s portion—ah, her doom ! 
Stones raining death upon my queen! 
Oh had I wings, or could but plunge to gloom 
Under the earth, to screen 
Mine head from horror of the stones down-beating ! 


Oh, borne on four-horsed car, 1240 
To hear the hurrying hoofs !—to see waves fleeting 
Astern afar! 


There is no hope,—except a God befriending 
Should snatch us from men’s sight. 
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O hapless queen, upon thy life what ending 
Of agony shall light! 
O God! is justice’ sword on us descending, 
Who thought to smite? 


Enter crEusa in haste. 
CREUSA 
Maidens, I am chased: the blood-hounds are upon 
my track to slay ; 1250 
For the Pythian vote hath doomed me, given me up 
to be their prey! 
CHORUS 
Hapless queen, we know it, know the ruin over- - 
shadowing thee. 
CREUSA 
Whither fly? What refuge? Scarce from forth the 
house my feet could flee 
Ere the death rushed,in. Through throngs of foe- 
men slipt I stealthily. ' 


CHORUS 
What thy refuge save the altar? 


CREUSA 
How shall this avail my need? 


CHORUS 
Impious ’tis to slay the suppliant. 
CREUSA 
Yet the law my death decreed. 


CHORUS ° 
Ay, but first their hands must hold thee. 


| CREUSA 
Lo, the swords !—they come, the feet 
Of the ministers of death ! 
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CHORUS 
Upon the altar take thy seat ; 
For, if here they slay thee, shall thy blood to heaven 
for vengeance call 

On the murderers. 

[creusa seats herself on the altar, grasping 

tt mith her hands. 
So :—and now to bear what fate soe’er befall. 
Enter 1on mith armed men followed by a crond. 
ION 

O form bull-shapen of her sire Cephisus,! 
What viper of thy blood is this, or what 
Dragon up-glaring murderous flame of fire! 
Full of all hardihood, not less fell she is [death. 
Than Gorgon’s blood, wherewith she sought my 
Seize her !— Parnassus’ jagged terraces 
Shall card the dainty tresses of her hair, 
When quoitwise down the rocks she shall be hurled. 
O grace of fortune, ere to Athens town 
I came, and fell beneath a stepdame’s power, 
Begirt with friends I sounded thy soul’s depths, 
Knew thee my bane, and measured all thine hate! 
For, had thy nets ensnared me in thine home, 
Me with one fling thou hadst hurled to Hades’ halls. 
Nay—not the altar, not Apollo’s house 
Shall save thee! Ruth for thee !—rather for me 
And for my mother :—though she be afar 
In body, ever her name is in mine heart. 
See her, vile monster! Webs on webs of guile 
She weaves! At Phoebus’ altar hath she crouched, 
As though she should not suffer for her deeds! 


Beckons to the guards, who advance irresolutely. 


1 Praxithea, Creusa’s mother, was grand-daughter of this 


River-god, 
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ca 


ION 


KPEOTSA 
14 N 
GQTEVVETTM GE [L1) KATAKTELVELY ELE 
¢€ S 9 9 w~ ww A > ff > & 
itrép + éuautis Tod Ocod O ly’ Ectapev. 


10N 
ti 8 éott DoiBw col te Kowov év péc@ ; 
KPEOTSA 
e \ \ A a a / > + 
iepov To cOpa TH Oe@ Sidwp ExeLv. 
10N 
9 3M \ . 4 \ A “A 
Kar éxtaves oD pappaxors Tov Tov Deod ; 
KPEOTZA 
> 9 N A 
GAN oixér Roba Aokiov, matpos dé cod. 
10N 
9 \ , 
Gdn’ éyevopecOa, Tarpos arrovatav' Neyo. 
KPEOTZA 
” 9 ® A > 9 , ‘ 3° > ss 9 
ovxouy Tor 7a0a ; viv & eyo, TV O oUKET El. 
10N | 
b A 
ov evacBns yer Tapa S evoeBR TOT Hv. 
KPEOTZA 
” , > , ll 3 A 
érewa o dvtTa TroNéytov Sopots pois. 
/ ION 
ovrot cvv Sirrows HAOOv eis THY HV KOova. 
_ KPEOTSA 
% 9 , 
pddiota: Karipmpas Y ’EpexPéws Sopous. 
ION ; 
ld a aA \ ,.. / 
qoLoLal Travois 7 Tupos Toia proyt ; 
KPEOTZA 
9 a b ] A J , 
Euerres oixely Tap, ewod Bia \aBov. 
10N 
/ a , a > , 
mTaTpos ye yy Sidovtos hy extyngTaTO. 
KPEOTSA 


tots Adévou 8 ras pethy THs TladAd6os ; 
1 Seidler: for 3 obalay of MSS. 


ION 


CREUSA 
I warn thee, slay me not—for mine own sake, 
And the God’s sake, upon whose floor we stand ! 
ION 
Phoebus—and thou? What part hast thou in Phoebus? 
CREUSA 
Myself I give to the God, a sacred thing. 


; 10N , 
Thou sacred ?—who didst poison the God’s child ' 


CREUSA 
Thou Loxias’ child !—his never, but thy sire’s. 
ION 
His I became while father I had none. 
CREUSA | 
Ay, then :—now, I am his, thou his no more. 
ION 
Blasphemer !—his? His reverent child was I. 1290 
CREUSA 
I did but seek to slay mine house’s foe. 
. ION 
I came not sword in hand against thy land. - 
CREUSA 
No?—Thou wouldst set Erechtheus’ halls aflame. 
. ION 
Yea? With what brands or with what flame of fire ? 
CREUSA 
In mine house wouldst thou dwell, take mine by force. 
ION 
Take my sire gives the land that he hath won. 
CREUSA 


What part have Aeolus’ sons in Pallas’ land ? 


123 


1300 


1310 


124 


TON 


10N 
a b) 4 b) ‘ bd 4 
OTAOLTLY AUTH, OV AOYOLS EppvaaToO. 
KPEOTZA 
bd / > J > A > yy , 
ETiKOupos olKNTwWP Y adv ovK Ein XOovos. 
ION 
ce) b / 
KaTELTA TOU péAdrELY pe aTréxTELVEs POBY ; 
KPEOYA 
_f 9 \ \ / 4 
as 1 Odvowpi y’, Eb TV pf péAAWY TUKXOLS. 
10N 
a p ] 3 A 
POoveis Arras ova’, et TaTHnp cEnipée pe. 
KPEOTSA 
\ “A > ll a > 9 4 “i 
ov TaV aTéeKvaY OAT avapTraces Sopous ; 
InN 
npiv S€é y adAG TraTpLKHS OvK Hv pépos ; 
KPEOTSA 
avo 9 »% \ 4 > 4 \ , 
60 aomls &yyos O+ Hde col Tapmnoia. 
ION 
Exrertre Bwpov Kat Oenrdtous Edpas. 
KPEOTZA 
\ \ cd > 3» \ , 
THhv ony Strov cor pntép earl vovbéret. 
ION 
av & ovx ipékers Cnuiav, xteivovo’ epé ; 
KPEOTSA 
4 9 \ , A 
ny y evros advtav TaVdE pe ohd£at Oérns. 
10N 
4 e / A A 9 , 
Tis nO0vn aot Oeod Oavety év oréupact ; 
KPEOTA 
bf b) 
AvITHTOpEev TLV’, BY NEAVITH NETO Taro. 
1ON 


ev. 
oe ye, Ovntois Tos vOmoUS WS OV KAABS 
EOnxev 0 Deds odd ard yuopmns sodas: 


ION 


ION 
He was her saviour—and with arms, not words. 
CREUSA 
Should allies in possession take the land ! 
ION , 
Fearing what might await thee, thou wouldst slay me? 1300 
CREUSA 
Ay, lest thou haply wait not, but slay me! 
ION 
Childless, dost grudge my father finding me ? 
CREUSA 
What, shalt thou seize all childless parents’ homes ? 
ION 
Had I no part at least in my sire’s wealth ? 
CREUSA 
His wealth !—a shield and spear. Take that thine is. 
ION 
Hence !—leave the altar and the hallowed seat! 
CREUSA 
Lesson thy mother, wheresoe’er she be. 
ION 
Shalt thou not suffer, who wouldst murder me ? 
CREUSA 
Yea—if thou dare to slay me mid the shrines. 
ION 
What joy hast thou mid Phoebus’ wreaths to die? —1310 
CREUSA. 
So shall I trouble Him who troubled me. 
ION 


Out upon this ! 
Shame, that a God ordained unrighteous laws 
For mortals, statutes not in wisdom framed ! 
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ION 


TOUS ev yap adiKxous Bopov ovy, ie é éxphy, 
aXr éfehavvew" ovee yap Ypavewy Kaov 

Geay movnpav Xeipar Totas 8 évdixots 

iepa Kabiver, 6 bores nOucetr’ : xpi, 

Kal pa) "grt TAUTO TOUT LovT exe ioov 

Tov T éoOXopv dvta Tov TE 2) Oewy Tapa. 


~ 


TIT@IA 
émTiaXEes, @ Tat tpiroba yap VpnoTHpLov 
Autrovaa Opiyxod Tovd vTepBadrw 70a 
PoiBov Tpopites, TpbIro0b0s apxaiov VOpLov 
owlovoa, tacav Aedpidav éEaipetos. 


10N 
a? 9 } a > a / 
Natp, @ Piry oe pntep, ov TEeKovaA TeE/. 
IIT@IA 
3 bd > 
aX’ ody edeyopedO”> 4 hatis S ov pot mixpa. 
10N 
wv 4 > 4 G4 a 
HKovaas ws w ExTewev Hoe pnyavais ; 
TIT@IA 
4 \ , > 3 \ N e 4 
HKovoa Kal ov Y @pmos Ov apaptavets. 
ION 
J , \ / b , 
OU Xp ME TOUS KTELVOYTAS avTAaTrONAUVAL ; 
TIT@IA 
A , A 
Tporyovots Sdpaptes Suc pevets dei Tote. 
ION 
nets Oe pntpuats ye mda xovTes KAKOS. 
NYT@IA 
\ A / e \ \ / , 
pf) TATA’ ELTTMOY Lepa Kal oTELYor TaTpPAY— 
10N 


/ , a / / 
Ti On pe Opacat vovOeTovpevoy YpEewr ; 


ION 


Never should crime have altar-sanctuary, 

But hounding thence.. Unmeet it is that hands 
Sin-stained should touch the Gods: but righteous men, 
Whoso is wronged, should claim their sanctuary, 
And not the good and evil come alike 

Hither to win the same boon of the Gods. 


Enter the pytuia, bearing a cradle, the contents of 
which are concealed by a wrapping which partially 
envelopes tt. 

PYTHIA 
Forbear, my son. The seat of prophecy 
I leave, and step across this temple-fence, 
Priestess of Phoebus, chosen of Delphi’s daughters 
To guard his tripod’s immemorial use. 


ION 
Hail, dear my mother, though thou didst not bear me. 
PYTHIA 
So was I called; nor did the name mislike me. 
ION 
Hast heard of yonder woman’s plot to slay me? 
PYTHIA . 
I heard: yet is thy ruthlessness all wrong. 
ION 
Shall I not pay death-wage to murderers ? 
. PYTHIA 
To stepsons from of old have wives been foes. 
ION 
Yea, I withal of stepdames have foul wrong. 
PYTHIA 
Ah hush! Thou leav’st the fane, thou farest home— 
ION 


What must I do then at thy counselling ? 
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ION 


TIT@IA 
xcabapos "AOnvas EM vn’ olwvav rarov. 
ION 
N bud / a “A 4 
xadapos dtras Tot TroNepious bs av KTaVN. 
| TITOIA 
3 a S 
pn ovye tap npav o ExraP’ obs Exw Aoyous. 
ION | 
b > A 
éyos dv: edvous O ova épeis ba’ adv Ayn. 
IT@IA 
e A ye? N e > 9» 4 > “a 
opas TOO ayyos YEpos vr ayKarats euais ; 
ION 
eC oa \ > 4 > 9 , 
Op@ Tranatav avtinny év oréwpacey. 
TIT@IA 
A 3 / 
éy TH0é o EXaBov vedyovov Bpédos troté. 
ION 
¢e co) > 
ti bys 3 0 pdOos eicevnventat véos. 
NT@IA 
a \ > > 7 a \ / 
avyn yap elyov avd: viv dé Seixvuper. 
ION 
“ , a 3 a 
TOS OvV ExpuTrTEs TOE NaBovo’ Hpas Tada ; 
NTe1A 
e > 9 > 9 4 
o Beas o &BovreT ev Somos Exew NaTpwv. 
ION 
le) b ] > \ , “A 4 a / / 
viv & obyt ypnter ; TO TOE yvavai pe XPH ; 
TIT@IA 
/ \ n , > 9 Sf S 
TatTépa Katetav THASE o extréuTret YOovos. 
ION 
> A 
av} ék Kedevopov  rd0ev a@les Tdbe ; 
TIT@IA 
4 / 
évOvpsov oor tore tiOnot Aokias— 
ION 


/ aA “a , , ‘\ / 
Ti Ypnpa Spacar ; Neye, TWépaive Tos NOYouSs. 


ION 


PYTHIA . 
With clean hands and fair omens go to Athens. 
ION 
Clean are the hands of whoso slays his foes. 
PYTHIA 
Nay, nay !—but hear the tale I bring to thee. 
ION 
Speak : it shall come of love, whate’er thou say. 
| PYTHIA 
Seest thou this chest here cradled in mine arms? 
ION 
I see an ancient ark with fillets dight. 
PYTHIA 
In this I found thee once, a new-born babe. 
ION 
What say’st thou? Strange the story hither brought! 1340 
PYTHIA 


Yea, I kept silence. I reveal it now. 
ION 
Why hide from me so long this found of thee? 


PYTHIA 
The God would have thee minister in his house. 
ION 
Nor needeth now? How shall I know it so? 
PYTHIA 
Showing thy sire, he sends thee forth the land. 
ION 
Thou, by commandment keptest thou these things? 
PYTHIA 
On that day Loxias put it in mine heart— 
ION 


To do what deed? Say on, tell out the tale. 


129 
VOL. IV. K 


1350 


1360 


130 


TON 


TIT@IA 
A AN 4 > J \ ” w“~ , 

cwoat TOO EUpnE Eis TOV OYTA VOY YpovoV. 
10N 

exer O€ poe Ti Képdos  Tiva BAB ; 
NIT@IA 

evade xéxpuTrta: orrapyay ols évycOa av. 
ION 

N 7Q9 @ A > , , 

HnTpos TAO Hiv expepers Cntnpata ; 
TIT@IA 

émret ry 0 Saipwy Bovrerdt: Tadpole & ov. 
ION 

> / 4 ”7Q> ¢ 4 

@ paxapiov por pacpatwv HO npépa. 
TIT@IA . 

NaBav vuv avTa THY Texodaay éxTrovet. 
ION 


macav § éredav Actdd Evparns 0 spous ; 
NIT@IA 

yvocet Tad abros. Tob Ocov 8 Exati ce 

eOpeyra T,@ Tal, Kat tad aTrodiowpi cot, 

a KEWos dK édeva TOV » eBovanOn Aa Beiv 

ca@aai 0 drov bé y elven’, ove Exo Nye. 

moe 5é Bunt ov obtes dv para Tabe 

éxovras npas, ove i iy aig Kekpuppera. 

Kal Xai * toov yap o ws Texovo’ aomavopat. 

apEac 5 d0ev ony pntépa 'nreiv oe xen" 

Mmp@rov pev el Tes Achpidwr TEXKOUTA CE 

els Tova Ee vaovs eF€Onxe TapOevos, 

émevta, & el tes ‘ENA Gs" e& 9 nHpav & exeus 

adrravra PoiBov 6’, ds petéaxe THs TUYNS. 


ION 


| PYTHIA 
To keep this treasure-trove against this hour. 


ION 
What profit or what hurt hath this for me? 1350 


_ ‘PYTHIA 
This hides the swaddling-bands that wrapped thee 
then. 
ION 
My mother !—clues be these for finding her ? 


PYTHIA 
Yea, ’tis the God’s will now—not heretofore. 
ION 
O day of blessed revelations this ! 


PYTHIA 
Take them—rest not until thou find thy mother. 
ION | 
How ?—search all Asia through, search Europe's 
bounds? . 
PYTHIA 


Thou shalt not err, thou. For the God’s own sake 
J nursed thee, boy: these give I back to thee, 
Which his unspoken will then made me take 

And guard. Why thus he willed I cannot tell : 1360 
But nonaof mortal men was ware that I 

Had these, nor hidden in what place they lay. 
Farewell . . . . for as a mother kiss I thee. 

Turns to go, but resumes— | 

Where thou shouldst seek thy mother, there begin— 
First, did a Delphian bride unwedded bear 

And cast thee forth upon these temple-steps ? 


Then, any maid of Greece? . . . So hast thou all 
Of me, and Phoebus, partner in thy fortune. — [ Exit. 
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10N 
ped ped Kar’ dow WS Ury pov Badr\w daxpu, 
éxeiae TOV voov Sovs, OO 4 TexoDad pe 
xpupaia vupmpev0eta’ arrnyumona, AdOpa 
Kal paoTov oux bmreaxev" Grr avevUpos 
ev Jeod pedab pors elyov oiKer gy Biov. 
Ta TOU deod pep xpnora, Tob be Saipovos 
Bapéea: Vpovoy yap év be exphy ev arynanars 
MNTpOS TpUYdHoat Kai Te TeppOfvac Biov, 
area tepnOny pierrarnys pat pos TpopTs. 
TAHMOY Oe X7 TEXODCE p, WS TAUTOV mrdBos 
werrovde, TaLoos arrohéoaca Xappovas. 
Kal vov AaBov THVO ayrinny oiaw Oe@ 
avdbnw , t iy eipw pander & @v ov Bovdopat. 
él yap pe ovAN TuyXdvet Texovoa TU, 


evpeiv KaKLOY bytep  OLy@vT av. 


@ Poife, vaois avatiOnps THVOE OIS. 
Kaitoe Ti TATXO 5 ; tov Oeov mpodupig 
TONE MO, Ta pT pos cvpBor 6 OS TETWKE [OL. 
avouxTéov Ta0 earl Kal TOApNTéov. 

Ta yap TET PW MEV ovY bmepBainv TOT av. 
@ oreupad Lepa, Tt TOTE [Ol xexev0ate, 
Kal awe’, olct Tap ep poupnOn pira ; 
i8ov mepimruy yw avrinnyos EVKUKXOU, 

as ov yeynpan’ EX TLVOS Gendarou, 

evpas T adweott TAEYpaTwV o 5 ev pes@ 
xpovos TroAvs 67) Toiade Onaavpic pact. 


KPEOTZA 
/ Qa / A 5) / eC A 
ti bnjta ddopa TOV aveNTioTwY OPO ; 


ION 
aiya ov" TONKA Kal mrdpoev oicOa. pot. 


ION 


: ION 
Ah me, mine eyes are drowned in streaming tears, 

As leaps my thought to that day when the bride 1370 
Betrayed, who bare, by stealth to thraldom sold me, 

Nor ever suckled me : but nameless all 

In the God’s court I lived a servant’s life. 

Kind was the God's part, but my fortune’s hand 

Heavy ; for while I should of right have lain 

Soft in a mother’s arms, and .known life’s joy, 

Of a sweet mother’s care was I bereft. 


O hapless she who bare me, who hath suffered 

Like me, hath lost the joys of motherhood ! 

But this ark will I bear unto the God; 1380 
An offering—lest I find aught I would not. Z 
For, if perchance a slave-girl gave me birth, 

"Twere worse to find a mother than let be. 

. Phoebus, I offer this unto thy fane . . 

What ails me? Lo, I fight against the favour 

Of Him who saved for me my mother’s tokens ! 

This must I open, face what must be faced ; 

For never can I overstep my doom. 


Ah, sacred fillets, what have ye hid for me, 

O bands wherein mine heart’s desire was kept ? 1390 
Lo, the enwrapping of the ark’s fair curve, 

How by a miracle it waxed not old ; 

The osier-plaitings mouldless !—yet long time 

Since then hath o’er these treasure-relics passed. 


CREUSA 
What, O what vision see I, past all hope ! 


ION 
Peace !—for thou canst be silent—as the grave. 
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KPEOYZA 
ouk ev ory Tapa: py pe vovdéret. 
ope ya dryryos ovEeOnk eye ° TOTE 
oé y', @ TEKVOY [MOL, Bpépos é er’ OvTAa VHTTLOD, 


1400 Kéxporros és dvr pa. cat Maxpas metpmpepels. 
Deirw dé Beopor: Tovee, Ket Gavety ye pn. 
10N 


raluabe THvde° Beopavns yap ida-ro 

Pape Nerrovaa Eoava: Sette 8 wrévas. 
KPEOY2A 

odtovres ov apyorr” av’ ws av eFopas 

Kat THz OE Kal OU TOY TE THY KEKpULMEVOD. 


ION 
- Tad oy devd ; pvotdlopar Novo. 
KPEOTZA | 
OuK, , ANN cots pirorow evpioxet hidos. 
| ION 
éym hiros ads ; Kata pw Extewes AdOpa ; 
KPEOTZA 
mais y, eb TOO earl Tois TexovaL PiATaToOD. 
ION 
1410 TavoaL TéKovea* Appopai o eyo Karas. 
ee ate Se KPEOTA 
els 5 7008 ixolpnv, Toode Tokevw, TéxvOY. 
| ION | 
KEVOY TOO AYyos ) oTéyet TANPwME TLS 
KPEOTZA 
od Y évdu0’, olai a €&éOnk’ eyo mote. 
10N 
cal rotwop’ avrav é&epeis mpiv etadety ; 
KPEOTZA 


A \ ee a e , ; 
Kav py ppaow ye, caTOavely vpiotapat, 
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ION 


CREUSA 
Not for me silence! Teach not me my part! . 
I see the ark wherein I set thee forth,— 
Thee, O my child, my babbling baby then,— 
In Cecrops’ cave, beneath the Long Cliff's brow ! 1400 
This altar will I leave, yea, though I die. 
[Fangs her arms round his neck. 
ION 
Seize her !—-she hath been driven god-distraught 
To leave the carven altar! Bind her arms. 
CREUSA 
Slay on—spare not— for I will cling, will cling 
To this, thee, and thy tokens hidden there. 


ION 
Foul outrage! I am kidnapped by her tongue ! 
7 CREUSA 
No, no !—but found, O love, of her that loves ! 
ION 
Z thy beloved—whom thou wouldst slay by stealth ! 
CREUSA 
Yes-—yes! my son! Is aught to parents dearer ? 
ION 
Cease !—I shall take thee mid thy webs of guile. 1410 
CREUSA 
Take me ?—ah take! I strain thereto, my child. 
ION 
Void is this ark, or somewhat doth it hide? — 
CREUSA 
Yea, that which wrapped thee when I cast thee forth. 
ION 
Speak out and name them ere thine eyes behold. 
CREUSA 


Yea, if I tell not, I submit to die. 
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ION 
Ney’. ws Exes TL Setvov 1) TOAMN YE TOU. 
KPEOTZA 
»] A b bd ; 9 ‘ 
oxéwacl d rrais trot ova tpacy dpnv eyo 
: ION 
a / 4 
Totov TL; TOAAA Traplévwy bpacpaTa. 
KPEOTZA 
> / / 
ov téXeov, olov & éxdidaypa Kepxisos. 
ION 
bf Lo 4 . 4 
popdyy éxov tiv’; @S pe wy TaUTH Nays. 
KPEOTZA 
9 / 4 
Topyov pev ev péoorow nrpiots rérrov. 
ION 
9 A / eA b a / 
@ Led, tis pas exxuvyyetet roTpos ; 
KPEOTZA 
. Li > 9 > 7 / 
xexpacrédwtar & dhectv aiyidos tpotrov. 
ION 
dou. 
700 €00° Shacpa: Oéodal’ ws cdpioroper. 
KPEOTSA 
4 e ca) a > A 
® Xpoviov iorav trapbévevpa THY Ewav. 
| INN 
+4 \ a a / A 9 a 
ESTLY TL ITPOS TOO, H MOV THO EvTUYELS ; 
| KPEOTZA 


1430 


1 36 


Spdxovtes* apxaiov te wayxYpvaow yévu. 
Sépnp “APavas, 7) tTéxv’ evtpépery -réyer. 
"EpexOoviou ye Tov marae pinata. 


4 a / “a 1ON 4 , 
Ti Opav, Ti xphaOar, Ppdle por, Ypyvowpate ; 
KPEOTZA 


dépara tradi veoyove@ hépetv, TéExvov 
P oy ‘ Pp ’ ¢ 


ION 


ION 


Say on :—'tis passing strange, thy confidence ! 
CREUSA 
See there the web I wove in girlhood’s days. 
ION 
Its fashion ?—girls be ever weaving webs. 
CREUSA 
No perfect work ; ‘twas but a prentice hand. 
ION 
The pattern tell :—thou shalt not trick me so. 1420 


CREUSA 
A Gorgon in the mid-threads of a shawl. 
ION (aside) 
O Zeus, what weird is this that dogs our steps? 
CREUSA 
"Tis fringed with serpents—with the Aegis-fringe. 
ION 
Lo, here the web! (dfts and spreads it forth.) 
How strangely find we here the oracle ! 
CREUSA 
O work of girlhood’s loom, so long unseen ! 
ION 
Is there aught else ?—or this thy one true shot ? 
CREUSA 
Serpents, an old device, with golden jaws— 
Athena's gift, who biddeth deck babes so— 
Moulded from Erichthonius’ snakes of old. 
ION 
What use, what purpose, tell me, hath the jewel? 1430 
CREUSA 
A necklace for the new-born babe, my child. 
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ION 
évetow ode TO O€ Tpitoyv 1O0Ow pabeiv. 
KPEOTSA 
orépavov éXaias appéeOnnd gol TOTE, 
Ny TpOr "AGava _oKOT ENV efgveynaro, 
Ss, eltrep éorey, ovrror’ éxhetrret xAony, 
Odrret 8 edaias €& axnpdtov yeyos. 
ION 
@ pertarn pot piyrep, dio pevos a Loo 
mos aopévns TEN TOKA cas TapNioas. 
KPEOTZA 
@ TEKVOD, ® Pas pnt pe K peta oo ntou— 
TUyyVOreTat yap 0 Wein nt xepoty a éxo, 
deNrrov eDpnye , OV KaTa yas évépwv 
yOovoy peta Ilepoepovas t édoxouy vaieww. 


IQN 
adn’, @ hidn poe pATep, éy xepoty o ev 
5 xarOavév te xov Bavew davrafopar. 


KPEOTZA 

ta io, Aaprpas aiPépos aprruyai, 
Tiv avoay avoo, 
Bodow ; Tro0ev pot 

/ >» 9 , e€ 4 , 
guvéxupa aGdoKnTos HOova ; Wo0bev 
éraBopev Yapav ; 

INN 

? \ Ul 4 fa A 
éuol yevéoOas Wavta padrXov av Tote, 

“ a 9% 9 , 
BATep, Tapéatn TOVO, STrwS TOs EL YO. 
KPEOTZA 

” / / 
ete PoBw TpEmw. 
ION 
aA b 4 > 9 
poy oun Exe pp EXovoa ; 


ION 


ION 
Even these be here. The third I long to know. 
CREUSA 
A wreath of olive set I on thee then : 
Athena brought it first unto our rock. 
If this be there, it hath not lost its green, 
But blooms yet, from the sacred olive sprung. 


ION 
Mother !—dear mother !—glad, O glad, I fall, 
Beholding thee, on thy cheeks gladness-flushed. 


CREUSA 
Child !—light to mother better than the sun— 
The God will pardon—lI have thee in mine arms, 1440 
Unhoped treasure-trove !—as a dweller in Hades, so 
thought I of thee, 
An abider mid nethergloom shades with Persephone. 
ION 
Ah no, dear mother mine; within thine arms 
Revealed is he that liveth and was dead. 


CREUSA 
Ho ye, ye unfoldings of ether, ye sunlit expanses, 
In what cry shall I peal out my rapture ? O whence 
unto me ee chances 
Came it, this sweetness undreamed of? By what 
Such bliss do I see? 


ION 
Naught were so strange, but I had looked for that, 1450 
O mother, rather than to know me thine. 
CREUSA 
Still I tremble with dread— 


ION 
Lest holding thou hold me not? 
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ION 


KPEOTZA 
Tas yap éAridas 
J J “ 
aTrréBaXov 1rpoco. 
to yuvat, mo0ev Troev EXaBes éuov 
Bpédos ¢ eS ayn aras ; ; 
tiv ava yépa Sopous Ba Aokiov ; 
10N 
Ociov T0d'* ara TamidouTa THS TUXNS 
evdatpovoipev, ws TA Trpoce SucTVYy. 
KPEOT3A 


TEKVOD, OvK aSdx puTos exdoxevet, 
yoous de pat pos eK Xepav opiter: 
vov oé yeverdow Tapa. oéBev trvéw 
paxaptwratas Tuyova HOovas. 
10N 
> N lA \ N \ A / 
TOU{LOV NEYOVTA KAL TO. TOV KOLWAS NéyeELS. 


KPEOTZA 
” > f/f, 9 9 \ »Q> Vv 
dmades OUKET €o WeV ovd areKvou 
dau érriovTar, ya 5S exer Tupdvvous: 
avnBa S "EpexOevs, 

6 Te yryevéras Somos ovKere vuKTa 
dépxetat, dediov 8 avaBrérret Napmacw. 
ION 
prep, Tapov pot Kai TaTNp peTacxeren 

THS HOovAS THAD Hs EOwY Upiv eyo. 
KPEOTZA 

® / / , b] 4 

® Téxvov, TL Hys ; olov oloy avedeyyopat. 


ION 


CREUSA 
I had seen hope flee 
So long agone! 

O prophetess, whence and O whence to thine arms 

came he, - 
My little one? 
Upborne by what hand unto Loxias’ halls was he sped ? 

ION 

A miracle; but through our lot to be 
May we be happy as our past was sad. 


CREUSA 

At thy birth-travail, O my child, was there many a 
tear : many a moan: 

Thou wert torn from the arms of thy mother with 

And now on thy cheeks is my breath : my darling is 
here! known ! 

The uttermost bliss of the Blesséd, lo, now have I 


ION 
Thou speakest for mine heart and thine, as one. 


CREUSA 
No more are we childless, no more unto barrenness 
banned : _ [kings hath the land. 
The home hath the hearth-glow again, and her 
The strength of his youth doth Erechtheus renew : 
The house of the Earth-born Race no longer to night- 
ward shall gaze, 
But the sun’s beam cleaveth its darkness through. 
ION 
Mother, my sire is here: let him too share 
This happiness which I have given to you. 


CREUSA 
O child, child, what sayest thou ?—must the shame 
be laid bare of thy mother? 
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ION 


ION 
TOS Elias ; 
KPEOTZA 
arroGev yéyovas, adoPev. 
ION 
” / , > ¥ 4 
@pot voOov ye TapOéveup EriKTE Gov ; 
KPEOTSA 


OvYX UTd AapTrddwy ovdée YopevLaTwr 
Upmevaros LOS, 
TEKVOV, ETLKTE TOV KAaPA. 
INN 
> A J 4 fo) 4 
aiai: répuca dSvaoyevns, prep, oben ; 
KPEOTA 
4 
iotw l'opyopova— 
10N 
a 
ti tout édekas ; 
KPEOTZA 
a lh > 9% 3 a 
Q CKOTENOLS ET EMOLS 
Tov édatopun tayov Gacce— 


ION 
Néyets pot SOLA KOU Gad Tade. 


KPEOT2A 
> > / Ul / 
jap anoovioy trétpav PoiBo— 
ION 
/ “ IQA 

ti DoiBov avdas ; 

KPEOTZA 
4 4 > / 
KpuTrTomEvoy A€Xos NUVdTOny. 


ION 
/, % e > A \ > / 
Ney ws Epels TL KEdvOY EVTUYES TE [OL. 


ION 


ION 
What is this thou hast said ? 


CREUSA 
Of another thou camest—oh, of another ! 


ION 
Woe’s me! a bastard ?>—child of maiden’s shame ? 


CREUSA 
No torches were gleaming, no raiment outstreaming 
In the dance, my child, for the bridal bed 
Which brought to the birth thy dear-loved head ! 


10N 
Alas! base-born am I?—O mother, whence ? 


CREUSA 
Be witness the Gorgon-slaying Maid— 
ION 
What is this >—what meaneth the word thou hast 
said ? 
CREUSA 


Who hath set on my watch-tower crags her throne 
On the hill with her olives overgrown,— 
ION 
Dark sayings are these, and I cannot interpret the 
thing. 


. CREUSA 
Unto Phoebus beside the rock where the nightin- 
gales sing— 
ION 
What should of Phoebus by thee be said ? 
CREUSA 
In a bridal from all men hid was I wed. 
10N. 


Say on: glad tidings this and fortune fair ! 
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ION 


KPEOY2A 
bexarp 5€é oe pnvos ev 
KUKA® Kpudtov @diy érexov PorBo. 


10N 
@ PiATAT eitrova , eb NEyels ETHTUpA. 
KPEOT2A 
map0eva 5 eyo" parépos 
omapyav apm iord aot Tao €p- 
ipfa, KEpKLOoS € epats WNAVOUS. 
yarakte © ovK éméayov, ovdé pact 
tpopeta parpos ovoé houtpa. xetpotp, 
ava © avtpov epnyov olwvav 
yaudnrais povevpa Ooivayd T ets 
Atdav é«Banrnret. 
10N 
@ dewa TMaca phrep. 
KPEOTZA 
éy pope katadeOeioa oay 
nav anéBanov, TEKVODV 
ExTelvad o AKovC . 
ION 
é& éwod 7’ ovy Sav COvnoxes. 
KPEOYZA 
io Servat pev TOTE TUX AS, 
dewa bé kal Tad EXtcadpedO exeiDev 


| vO dbe dvaTuxiatow 


euTuyiass TE may, 

peiotrarat dé Tvevpara. 

pevéro Ta mapolev anes Kana: vov & 
éryéveTd TIS OUpPOS EK KAKOY, @ TAL. 


1 Barnes: for MSS. éuas. 


ION 


CREUSA 
And the months swept round, till the tenth month 
came, 
And I bare unto Phoebus a child of shame. 
ION 
O happy words, if this thou say’st be true ! 
CREUSA 
And these, these mother’s swathing-bands 
About thee cast, my maiden hands 1490 
Wrought, my loom’s skill-less fashionings. 
Not to thy lips for suck I gave 
The breast, nor with mine hands did lave ; 
But forth into a lonesome cave, 
A banquet-spoil for swooping wings, 
To Hades thee thy mother flings. 
ION 
O mother, what horror to do, to dare! 
CREUSA 
I was thrall unto terror—I flung away 
Thy life, my baby: I steeled me to slay, 
When mine heart was moaning “ Spare !”’ 1500 
ION 
And of me nigh slain !—foul horror it were ! 
: CREUSA 
O fearful chances of that dark day, 
And of this withal! We are tossed to drift 
On the surge of calamity hither and thither : 
Yet anon do the winds of heaven shift, 
And behold, we are gliding through summer 
weather! [ suffice. 
Oh may it last !—for the ills overpast should surely 
Fair winds, my son, now are wafting us on, after 
stormy skies. 
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ION 


XOPOS 
pnoels Soxeita pndev avOperey tote 
GeNTTOV Elvat TPOS TA TUYXAVOYTA VOD. 
10N 
@ petaBarovoa peupious non Bporav 
Kar dvaTuxfoat Kavos ad mpadEat Karas, 
Tuyn, wap otapv 7G opev oTabunv Biov, 
unrépa povedoar at wabeiv avagia. 
ed. 
ap éy paevvais ndLov TepeTTUXais 
éveoTt mavra Tdde Kad TpEpaY pabeiv ; ; 
pirov pev ovv o edpnpa, parep, nbpoper, 
Kal TO yévos ovdey pepTrT ov, @S mp, TO0E 
Ta © ddXa mpos aeé Bovropae povny ppacat. 
dedp EXO: és ods cot TOS hovyous etmrety Oérw 
Kal Tepucarinrar TOLL TMpayace OKOTOV. 
épa OU, LATED, #m opaneta’ a ma pO evots 
eryyiryvetac VOONMAT EUS KpUTTOUS yapous, 
ererTa 7@ Ge@ mpoa TiOns THY atTiay, 
Kal Tovpoy aiax pov arropuyety Tetpwuern, 
DoiBy texeiy pe Pys, Texova’ ovn éx Oeod. 
KPEOYSA 
pa. THY. mapactivovcay & dppaciv TOTE 
Ni jteny “AGdvay Zvi ynryevets emt, 
ovK éo Tey batts cot TaTnp Ovntav, téxvov, 
arn’ barrep EEO pee Aokias dvak. 
ION 
TOS Oty TOV avTOD Traid ax ddd TarTpt, 
Elov0ou te dno maida p éxrepunévat ; 
KPEOYZA 
TepuKevat paV ov i, Swpetrat 5é ce 
avrov yeyora: Kat yap av piros pir 
oin TOY avTOU Traida SeaTroTHY Somwv. 


ION 


CHORUS 
Let none e’er deem aught in the lot of man 
Past hope, who marketh what to-day befalls. 


ION 
O Fortune, thou that shiftest countless mortals 
Unto misfortune, and anon to weal, 
How nearly to this pass we came, that [ 
Should slay my mother, should of her be slain ! 
Ah strange ! 7 
Yet—wmidst the bright embraces of the sun 
Somewhere do such things day by day befall ? 
Sweet, mother, is my treasure-trove of thee ; 
And this my birth, I find no fault therein. 


Yet somewhat would I say to thee apart. 

Come hither: I would speak it in thine ear, 
And fold about with darkness that thy past. 
See to it, mother, lest thy steps have slipped, 
As maids infatuate yield to love—to shame, 
And upon Phoebus now thou chargest this, 
And, striving to escape the shame of me, 

Dost name the God my sire, who sire was none. 


CREUSA 
No !—by Athena, Lady of Victory, who 
At Zeus’ side chariot-borne with Giants fought, 
No mortal man was sire to thee, my son, 
But he which reared thee, Loxias the King. 

| ION 

How gave he then his own son to another, 
And named me Xuthus’ true-begotten son ? 

CREUSA 
Nay, not begotten; but his gift art thou, 


Sprung from himself,—as friend to friend should give 


His own son, that his house might have an heir. 
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ION 
0 Oeds adnOns, 7) waTny pavTeverat, 
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KPEOTZA 
dxove 81) yur dp camber, @ TEXVOV 
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éx puTr Tov avTn Kai o améKTELvoV Aabpa ; : 
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ION 
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et ipl Oumrod TAT POS EelTE Ao€iov. 
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ION 


JON | 
Is the God true ?—or doth his oracle lie? 
prota my soul it troubleth: well it may. 


CREUSA 
Hear now what cometh to my mind, my son ; 
Of kindness Loxias giveth thee a place 1540 
In a proud house: hadst thou been called his son, 
Thou hadst had none inheritance thereof, 
Nor a sire’s name :—how couldst thou, when myself 
Still hid his rape, yea, by thy secret death? 
Thee for thy good to another sire he gives. 


ION 
Nay, not thus lightly on the quest I press. 
I will ask Phoebus, entering his fane, 
“< Am 1] of Loxias, or a mortal sire? ”’ 
ATHENA appears above the temple in her chariot. 
Ha! high above the incense-breathing house . 
What God reveals a face that fronts the Sun ? 1550 
Let us flee, mother, lest we gaze on Gods, 
Except in season meet for that great vision. 


ATHENA 
Fly not; no foe am I that ye should flee, 
But, as in Athens, here am gracious-willed. 
I come from thy land—land that bears my name : 
I Pallas from Apollo speed in haste, 
Who deigned not to reveal him to your sight, 
Else must he chide you for things overpast, 
But sendeth me to tell to you his words :— . 
Thee this queen bare, begotten of Apollo: 1560 
He gives to whom he gave, not that they gat thee, 
But for thy bringing home to a princely house ; 
Then, when the matter was laid bare and told, 
Fearing lest thou shouldst of her plot be slain, 
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ION 


And she of thee, saved thee by that device. 
Now the God would have kept the secret hid 
Until in Athens he revealed her thine, 

And thee the son of her and Phoebus born. 


But—to make end and tell his oracles, 

For which I yoked my chariot, hearken ye. 1570 
Take this thy son and go to Cecrops’ land, 

Creusa, and on thrones of sovereignty 

Seat him; for, of Erechtheus’ lineage sprung, 

Worthy he is to rule o’er mine own land. 

Famed shall he be through Hellas; for the sons 

Born to him, even four from this one root, 

Shall give their names unto the several tribes 


Of the land’s folk which dwell upon mine hill. 


Geleon the first shall be ; the second tribe 

Hopletes ; Argades the third: the fourth, 1580 
One tribe, of my shield named Aegicores. 

And their sons in the fulness of the time 

Shall found them cities in the Cyclad Isles, 

And seaboard realms, for strength unto my land. ° 

Yea, they shall people either mainland’s plains 

On either side the strait, of Asia-land 

And Europe: and because of thy son’s name 

Ionians shall be named, and win renown. 


From Xuthus too and thee a seed shall spring, - 

Dorus, of whom shall Doris song-renowned _ 1590 
_ Arise: the second goeth to Pelops’ land, 

Achaeus ; o’er the seaboard shall he reign 

Nigh Rhion, and the people of his name 

Among the nations shall be sealed therewith. 

Well hath Apollo all things done : for, first, 
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10N 
1) Atos TladXas peyiorov Ovyarep, OUK atria Tia 
gous Aoyous évdcEopecOa: qeiMouac 8 etvae 
TAT POS | 
Aokiov cal those Kal mplv todT0 8 ov amictov 
mV. 
KPEOTZA 
b \ le) ” , A n b 3 A. 
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ION 


He gave thee health in travail; so none knew : 

And, when thou hadst borne this child, and cast 
him out 

In swaddling-bands, bade Hermes in his arms 

Snatch him away, and hither waft thy babe ; 

And nurtured him, nor suffered him to die. 

Now therefore say not that this lad is thine, 

That Xuthus in his phantasy may joy, 

And thine the substance, lady, be of bliss. 

Farewell ye : after this relief from woes 

I bring you tidings of a happy lot. 


ION 
Pallas, Daughter of the Highest, child of Zeus, we 
will receive [believe 
These thy words with no unfaith, but Loxias do I 
Sire to me, and her my mother :—never was this 
past belief. | 
CREUSA 
Hear me: Phoebus praise I, whom I praised not in 
mine hour of grief, [now restores. 
For that whom he set at naught, his child, to me he 
Lovely is his oracle, and fair to me these temple- 
doors, [portal-ring, 
Hateful though they were aforetime. Now unto the 
As I bid his gates my blithe farewell, with loving 
hands I cling. 
ATHENA 
Well dost thou to turn to praises of the God: so is it 
still— 24 
Slow the Gods’ hands haply are, but mightily at last 
fulfil. 
CREUSA 
Homeward let us pass, my son. 
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A@HNA 
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ION 
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KPEOTZA | 
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ION 
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XOPO 
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ATHENA 


- Pass on: myself shall following come. 


ION 
Best way-warden art thou ! 
CREUSA 
Thou who holdest dear our city-home 
ATHENE 
Seat thee on the ancient throne. 
ION 
A goodly heritage is mine. 
CHORUS 
Zeus’ and Leto’s Son Apollo, hail! Let him to 
powers divine 
Render homage undismayed, whose house affliction’s 
buffets smite : 
For the good at last shall overcome, at last attain 
their right ; 
But the evil, by their nature’s law, on good shall 
_ never light. 


[ Exeunt in procession to marching mustc. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Digitized by Google 


ARGUMENT 


Hippotyta, Queen of the Amazons, bore to Theseus, 
king of Athens and Troezen, a son whom he named from 
her, Hippolytus. Now this youth grew up of all men 
most pure in heart, reverencing chtefly Artemis the 
Maiden, Goddess of the Chase, and utterly contemning 
the worship of Aphrodite. Wherefore the wrath of the 
Queen of Love was kindled against him, and she made 
Phaedra, his father’s young wife, mad mith love for him ; 
and although she wrestled nith her malady, and strove to 
hide it in her heart, till by the fever of it she was brought 
nigh to death’s door, yet in the end it was revealed, and 
mwas made destruction to her and to Hippolytus also. 


TA TOY: APAMATOS ITPOSQIIA 


A®POAITH 

INMIOATTOS 

XOPOS KYNHION . 

@EPATION 

XOPOS TPOIZHNIQN [YNAIKON 
TPO#O0> | 
SAIAPA 

@HSETS 

AITEAOS 
APTEMI= 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


APHRODITE (or Cypris), the Queen of Love. 


Hipro.ytus, son of Theseus and Hippolyta Queen of the 
Amazons. 


PHAEDRA, daughter of Minos king of Crete, and wife of 
Theseus. 


NURSE OF PHAEDRA. 

THeseEvs, king of Athens and T'roezen. 
ARTEMIS, Goddess of Hunting. 
SERVANT OF HIPPOLYTUS. 

MESSENGER, henchman of Hippolytus. 
Corus, composed of women of Troezen. 
Cuorvs of huntsmen. 

Attendants and handmaids. 


ScENE: Before the palace of Theseus at Troezen, where 
Theseus dwelt, being self-exiled for a year from Athena, 
to expiate the shedding of the blood of kinsmen who had 
sought to dethrone him. 
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~ HIPPOLYTUS 


Enter APHRODITE | 
APHRODITE 
Mighty on earth, mighty in heaven, am I 
Cypris the Goddess named, a glorious name. 
And of all dwellers ’twixt the Pontic Sea 
And Atlas’ bourn, which look on the sun’s light, 
I honour them which reverence my power, 
But bring the proud hearts that defy me low. 
For even to the Gods this appertains, 
That in the homage of mankind they Joy. 
And I will give swift proof of these my words: 
For Theseus’ son, born of the Amazon, 10 
Hippolytus, pure-hearted Pittheus’ ward, 
Sole mid the folk of this Troezenian land 
Sayeth that vilest of the Gods am I; 
Rejects the couch; of marriage will he none, 
But honours Phoebus’ sister Artemis, 
Zeus’ child, and counts her greatest of the Gods ; 
And through the greenwood in the Maid’s train 
still 
With swift hounds sweeps the wild beasts from the 
earth, 
Linked with companionship too high for man. 20 
Yet this I grudge not: what is this to me?. 
But his defiance of me will I avenge 
Upon Hippolytus this day: the path 
Well-nigh is cleared ; scant pains it needeth yet. 
163. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


For, as from halls of Pittheus once he sought 
Pandion’s land, to see and to be sealed 

In the Great Mysteries, Phaedra, high-born wife 
Of his own father, saw him ; and her heart 

In fierce love was enthralled by my device. 


She, ere she came to this Troezenian land, 

Hard by the Rock of Pallas, which looks down 
On this land, built to me a shrine, for love 

Of one afar; and for Hippolytus’ sake 

‘She named it “ Love Fast-anchored,’ for all time. 
But since from Cecrops’ land forth Theseus passed, 
Fleeing the blood-guilt of the sons of Pallas, 

And unto this shore with his wife hath sailed,. 
Submitting unto exile for one year, 

- Thenceforward, sighing and by stings of love 
Distraught, the hapless one wastes down to death 
Silent: her malady no handmaid knows. 

Ah, but not so shall this love’s issue fall. 

Theseus shall know this thing ; all bared shall be : 
And him that is my foe his sire shall slay 

By curses, whose fulfilment the Sea-king 
Poseidon gave to Theseus in this boon— 

To ask three things of him, nor pray in vain. 
And she shall die—O yea, her name unstained, 
Yet Phaedra dies: I will not so regard 

Her pain, as not to visit on my foes 

Such penalty as is mine honour’s due. 


But,—forasmuch as Theseus’ son I see 

Yonder draw near, forsaking hunting’s toil, 
Hippolytus,—forth will I from this place. 

Ha, a great press of henchmen following shout, 
Honouring with songs the Goddess Artemis! 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


He knows not Hades’ gates wide flung for him, 
And this day’s light the last his eyes shall see. 


[ Exit, 


Enter HIPPOLYTUS and ATTENDANT HUNTSMEN. 


HIPPOLYTUS 

Follow on, follow on, ring out the lay 
Unto Artemis high enthroned in the sky, 
Zeus’ child, in her keeping who hath us aye. 


CHORUS OF HUNTSMEN 
O Majesty, Daughter of Zeus, dread Queen, 
I hail thee, Artemis, now, 
O Leto’s Daughter, O Zeus’s child, 
Loveliest far of the Undefiled ! 
In that great Home of the Mighty Father, 
The palace of Zeus, mid the glory-sheen 
Of gold—there dwellest thou. 
O Fairest, to theeward in greeting I call, 
Artemis, fairest of Maidens that gather 
In Olympus’ hall! 


HIPPOLYTUS 
For thee this woven garland from a mead 
Unsullied have I twined, O Queen, and bring. 
There never shepherd dares to feed his flock, 
Nor steel of sickle came: only the bee 
Roveth the springtide mead undesecrate : 
And Reverence watereth it with river-dews. 
They which have heritage of self-control 
In all things, purity inborn, untaught, 


These there may gather flowers, but none impure. 


Now Queen, dear Queen, receive this anadem 
From reverent hand to deck thy golden hair ; 
For to me sole of men this grace is given, 

That I be with thee, converse hold with thee, 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Hearing thy voice, yet seeing not thy face. 
And may I end life’s race as I began. 

SERVANT 
Prince,— Masters may we call the Gods alone-— 
Wouldst thou receive of me good counselling ? 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Yea surely : else were I fool manifest. 90 
SERVANT 
Knowest thou then the stablished wont of menu ?— 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Not I thy drift: whereof dost question me? 
SERVANT 
‘To hate the proud reserve that owns few friends. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Rightly : what proud man is not odious ? 
SERVANT 
And in the gracious is there naught of charm ? 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Yea, much, and profit won with little pains. 
SERVANT 
And deem’st thou not this same may hold with 
Gods? 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Yea, if men live by laws derived from Gods. 
SERVANT . 
Why not then greet a Goddess worshipful ? 
, HIPPOLYTUS 
Whom ?—have a care thy lips in no wise err.! 100 
SERVANT 


Even Cypris, there above thy portal set. 


' <The Worshipful Goddesses” was the peculiar title of 
the Eumenides, whom it was ill-omened to name. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


From far I greet her, who am undefiled. 
SERVANT 
Worshipful is she, glorious among men. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Of Gods, of men, each maketh still his choice. 
SERVANT 
Now prosper thou ;—be needful wisdom thine ! 
| HIPPOLYTUS 
No God who hath night-homage pleaseth me. 
SERVANT 
Guerdons of Gods, my son, ought men to use. 
HIPPOLYTUS 


Depart, mine henchmen, enter ye the halls, 
And set on bread. The full board welcome is 
When hunting’s done. And one must groom mysteeds, 110 
That I may yoke them to the chariot-pole, 
Being full of meat, and breathe them in the race. 
But to thy Cypris wave I long farewell. [ Excct. 
SERVANT 
But we—who must not tread in steps of youth— 
With whispered humbleness most meet for thralls 
Make supplication to thine images, 
Queen Cypris. It beseems thee to forgive, 
If one that bears through youth a vehement heart 
Speak folly. Be as though thou heardest not ; 
For wiser Gods should be than mortal men. = [Eait, 120 
Enter cnorvus of Troezenian Ladies. 
CHORUS 
(Sir. 1) 
A rock there is, wherefrom, as they tell, the springs 
of the heart of the Ocean well, 
Whence the rifts of the crags overbeetling send 
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1 Metzger ; for ci yap of MSS. 
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_. For the plunging urns their founts outstreaming : 
Even. there did | light on a maiden, my friend, 
As she drenched the mantles purple-gleaming 
In the riverward-glittering spray, 
And spread the dye of the Tyrian shell on the rocks 
where glowing the sunbeams fell. 
Hers were the lips that I first heard say 
How wasteth our lady away: 
| | (Ant. 1) 
For a tale they told of a fevered bed, of the feet that 
forth of her bower ne’er tread, 
Of the dainty-woven veil that is cast 
For a darkness over the tresses golden. 
Yea, and by this hath the third day past [holden 
That the queen from her fair young lips hath with- 
The gift of the Lady of Corn, 
Keeping her body thereof unfed, as though ‘twere 
pollution to taste of bread, 
With anguish unuttered longing forlorn 
One haven to win—death’s bourn. 


O queen, what if this be possession  (Sér. 2) 
Of Pan or of Hecate ?— 
Of the Mother of Dindymus’ Hill ?— 
Or the awful Corybant thrill ? 
Or hath Artemis found transgression 
Of offerings unrendered in thee? [here ?-— 
Hath the hand of the Huntress been 
For she flasheth o’er mountain and mere, 
And rideth her triumph-procession 
Over surges and swirls of the sea. 


Or thy princely lord, in whose leading (Ant. 2) 
Be the hosts of Erechtheus’ race, 
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HIPPOLYTUS © 


Hath one in his halls beguiled, 
That thy couch is in secret defiled ? 
Or hath some sea-trafficker, speeding 
From Crete over watery ways 
To the haven where shipmen would be, 
Brought dolorous tidings to thee 
That hath bowed thee with anguish exceeding 
On thy bed through thy soul’s prison-days 


(Epode) 
Or shall this be the discord mournful, weirdly 
haunting, [of woman’s being ? 


That ofttimes jarreth and jangleth the strings 
"Tis the shadow of travail-throes nigh, a delirium 
spirit-daunting : [have felt it shiver : 
Yea, I have known it, through mine own bosom 
But I cried to the Queen of the Bow, to the Helper 
in travail-throe for refuge fleeing ; 
And by grace of the Gods she hearkeneth ever 
my fervent request, she is there to deliver. 


But lo, through the doors where cometh the grey- 
haired nurse 
' Leading the stricken one forth of her bowers : 
On her brows aye darker the care-cloud lowers. 
My spirit is yearning to know what is this strange 
curse, 
Wherefore the queen’s cheek ever is paling, 
And her strength is failing. 
Enter PHAEDRA, NURSE, and HANDMAIDS. 
NURSE 
O afflictions of mortals, O bitter pain ! 
What shall I do unto thee, or refrain ? 
Lo here is the light of the sun, the sky: 
Brought forth of the halls is thy bed; hereby 
Thy cushions lie. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Hitherward wouldst thou come ; it was all thy moan : 
Yet aback to thy bowers wilt thou fret to be gone. 
Thou art soon disappointed, thou joyest in naught, 
What thou hast cannot please thee; a thing far- 
sought 
Thy fancy hath caught. 


Better be sick than tend the sick : 
Here is but one pain; grief of mind 
And toil of hands be there combined. 
O’er all man’s life woes gather thick ; 190 


Ne’er from its travail respite is. 

If better life beyond be found, 

The darkness veils, clouds wrap it round ; 
Therefore infatuate-fond to this | 


We cling—this earth’s poor sunshine-gleam : 
Naught know we of the life to come, 
There speak no voices from the tomb : 

We drift on fable’s shadowy stream. 


PHAEDRA| 
Uplift ye my body, mine head upraise. 
Friends, faint be my limbs, and unknit be their 
bands. 
Hold, maidens, my rounded arms and mine hands. 200 
Ah, the coif on mine head all heavily weighs : 
Take it thence till mine hair o’er my shoulders strays ! 


NURSE 

Take heart, my child, nor in such wild wise 

Toss thou thy body so feveredly. 

Lighter to bear shall thy sickness be, 
If thine high-born courage in calm strength rise : 
For the doom of sorrow on all men lies. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


PHAEDRA 


Oh but to quaff, where the spray-veil drifteth 

O’er taintless fountains, the dear cool stream ! 210 
Oh to lie in the mead where the soft wind lifteth 

Its tresses—’neath poplars to lie and dream ! 


* | NURSE 
My child, my child, what is this thou hast cried? 


Ah, speak not thus, with a throng at thy side, 
Wild words that on wings of madness ride! 


PHAEDRA 


Let me hence to the mountain afar—-I will hie me 
To the forest, the pines where the stag-hounds 
follow 
Hard after the fleet dappled hinds as they fly me! 
- Qh, I long to cheer them with hunter’s hollo,— 
Ah God, were I there !— 
And to grasp the Thessalian shaft steel-gleaming, 220 
And to swing it on high by my hair SutsiTCamnNe = 
My golden hair! 


_ NURSE 
What wouldst thou, my darling, of suchlike things? > 
Will naught save the hunt and the hounds content ? 
And why art thou yearning for fountain-springs ? 
Lo, nigh to thy towers is a soft-sloped bent 
With streams for thy drinking dew-besprent. 


7 _ PHAEDRA | 
Lady of Limne, the burg looking seaward, 
Of the thunder of hoofs on the wide race-courses, 
Oh for the plains. where the altars to theeward 230 
Flame, there to be curbing the Henetan horses ! 
179 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


NURSE 

What speech in thy frenzy outflingest thou ? 

The mountain-ward path then fain hadst thou — 

taken 

On the track of the beasts: and thou yearnest now 

For the steeds on the sea-sands wave-forsaken ! 
Of a surety the lore of a seer we lack 
To tell what God, child, reineth thee back, 
And scourgeth thy spirit from reason’s track. 


PHAEDRA 
O hapless I—what is this I have done ? 
Whitherward have I wandered from wisdom’s way? 240 
I was mad, by a God's curse overthrown. 
Oh ill-starred—well-a-day ! 
Dear Nurse, veil over mine head once more ; 
For I blush for the words from my lips that came. 
Veil me: the tears from mine eyes down pour, 
And mine eyelids sink for shame. 
For anguish wakes when re-dawneth the mind: 
Though a curse be madness, herein is it kind, 
That the soul that it ruins it striketh blind. 


NURSE 
I veil thee :—ah that death would veil 250 
Me too !—with many a lesson stern 
The years have brought, this too I learn— 
Be links of mortal friendship frail ! 


Let heart-strings ne’er together cling, 
Nor be indissolubly twined 
The chords of love, but lightly joined 


For knitting close or severing. 


Ah weary burden, where one soul 
Travails for twain, as mine for thee ! 260 
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HIPPOLYTUS | 


Ruin, not bliss, say they, shall be 
Care’s life-absorbing heart-control. 


Yea, that way sickness, madness, lies. 
Therefore “ the overmuch ” shall be 
Less than “ the naught-too-much ” for me: 
So say I: so shall say the wise. 
CHORUS 
Thou grey-haired dame, queen Phaedra’s loyal nurse, 
In sooth I mark her lamentable plight, 
Yet what her malady, to us is dark. 
Fain would we question thee and hear thereof. 270 


NURSE 

~ I] know not, though I ask: she will not tell. 
CHORUS 

Nor what was the beginning of these woes ? 


NURSE 


The same thy goal: naught sayeth she of all. 
CHORUS 

How strengthless and how wasted is her frame ! 

NURSE - 

No marvel, being three days foodless now. 
CHORUS 

Madness is this, or set resolve to die ? 
NURSE | 

To die: she fasteth to make end of life. 
CHORUS 

Strange is thy tale, if this content her lord. 
NURSE ; 

Nay, but she hides her pain, nor owns she ails. 
CHORUS 


Should he not guess ?—one glance upon her face? —.280 
| | 183 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


NURSE 
Nay, absent is he from this land of late. 


CHORUS 
But thou—dost not constrain her, strive to learn 
Her malady and wandering of her wit ? 


NURSE 
All have I tried, and naught the more availed. 
Yet will I not even now abate my zeal : 

So stand thou by and witness unto me 

How true am [ to mine afflicted lords. 


Come, darling child, the words said heretofore 

Forget we both ; more gracious-souled be thou : | 

Thy lowering brow, thy wayward mood, put by; 290 
And I, wherein I erred in following thee, 

Refrain, and unto wiser counsels seek. 

If thy disease be that thou mayst not name, | 

Lo women here to allay thy malady. 

But if to men thy trouble may be told, 

Speak, that to leeches this may be declared. 

Ha, silent ?—-silence, child, beseems thee not. 

Or thou shouldst chide me if I speak not well, 

Or unto pleadings wisely uttered yield. 

_ One word'!—look hitherward!....ah, woe is me! 300 
Women, we toil and spend our strength for naught, 

And still are far as ever: of my words . 

Unmelted was she then, nor hearkeneth now. 


Howbeit know thou—then be waywarder 
Than is the sea,—thy death shall but betray 
Thy sons, who shall not share their father’s halls— 
No, by that chariot-queen, the Amazon, 
Who bare to thy sons a bastard over-lord,— 
Not bastard-thoughted,—well thou knowest him, 
Hippolytus— 
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~ HIPPOLYTUS 


PHAEDRA 
Woe’s me! 
NURSE 
It stings thee, this? 310 
PHAEDRA 
Thou hast undone me, nurse: by heaven, I pray, 
Speak thou the name of this man nevermore. 
NURSE 
Lo there !—-thy wit is sound: yet of thy wit 
Thou wilt not help thy sons nor save thy life! 


PHAEDRA 
I love them: other storms of fate toss me. 
NURSE 
Sure, thine are hands, my child, unstained with blood ? 
PHAEDRA 
Pure be mine hands: the stain is on my soul. 
NURSE 
Not, not of sorcery-spells by some foe cast? 
PHAEDRA 
A friend’s blow this, unsought of him or me. 
NURSE 
Hath Theseus wrought against thee any sin ? 320 
PHAEDRA 
May I be found as clear of wrong to him! 
NURSE 


What then is this strange thing that deathward 
drives thee ? 
PHAEDRA 
Let be my sin! Not against thee I sin. 
NURSE 
Of my will, never! On thine head my failure ! 
[Clings lo pHAEDRA’s hands. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


PHAEDRA 
Violence to me !-—-to mine hand clingest thou ? 
NURSE 
Yea, and thy knees-—nor ever will let go! 
PHAEDRA | 
Thy doom, unhappy, shouldst thou hear in mine. 
NURSE 
What darker doom for me than losing thee ? 
PHAEDRA 
Death! Ah, but mine own death shall be mine 
honour! 
NURSE 
Still dost thou hide it, when I pray thy good ? 330 
PHAEDRA 
Yea, for I fashion out of evil good. 
NURSE 
If then thou tell me, more shall be thine inohour 
PHAEDRA 
For God’s sake hence away: let go mine hand. 
NURSE 
No !—while thou grantest not the boon my due. 
PHAEDRA 
I will, in reverence of thy suppliant hand. 
NURSE 
I am dumb: henceforth thy part it is to sea 
PHAEDRA 
O hapless mother! !—what strange love was thine ! 
NURSE 
Love for the bull, my child?—or what wouldst 
name ? 


1 Pasiphaé, of whose unnatural passion the Minotaur was 
born. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


PHAEDRA 
And thou, sad sister, Dionysus’ bride! ! 
NURSE 
What ails thee, child ?>—dost thou revile thy kin ? 340 - 
PHAEDRA 
And I the third—how am I misery-wrecked ! 
NURSE 
I.am ’wildered all—whereunto tend thy words ? 
-PHAEDRA 
To the rock that wrecks us all, yea, from of old. 
NURSE 
None the more know I that I fain would know. 
PHAEDRA 
Ah, couldst thou say for me what I must say! 
NURSE 
No seer am I to interpret hidden things. 
PHAEDRA 
What mean they when they speak of this—to love ? 
NURSE 
The sweetest thing, my child—the bitterest too. 
PHAEDRA 
For me, the second only have I proved. 
NURSE 
What say’st thou ?—child, thou lovest—oh, what 
man? | 350 
| PHAEDRA 
Whate’er his name—’tis he—the Amazon’s— 
NURSE 
Hippolytus ! : 
PHAEDRA 


Thou sayest it, not I. 


1 Ariadne, who, for Theseus’ sake, was traitress to her father. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 
. NURSE 
Woe, child! What wilt thou say? Thou hast dealt 
me death ! 
Friends, ‘tis past bearing. I will not endure 
To live. O hateful life, loathed light to see! 
Pll cast away, yield up, my frame, be rid 
Of life by death! Farewell,-I am no more. 
The virtuous love—not willingly, yet love 
The evil. Sure no Goddess Cypris is, 
But, if it may be, something more than God, 360 
Who hath ruined her, and me, and all this house. 
CHORUS 
. (Str. to 669-79) 
Hast thou heard ?—the unspeakable tale hast thou 
hearkened, 
The wail of my lady’s anguish-throe ? 
O may I die, ah me! ere I know, 
Dear lady, a spirit as thine so darkened. 
O misery-burdened, O whelmed in woe! 
O troubles that cradle the children of men! 
Undone !—all’s bared to the daylight’s ken. 
Ah, weariful season for thee remaining! 
Dark looms o’er the household the shadow of doom. 370 
Plain now where the star of thy love is waning, 
O hapless daughter of Crete’s proud home ! 
PHAEDRA 
Troezenian women, ye which here abide 
Upon the utmost march of Pelops’ land, 
Oft sleepless in the weary-wearing night 
Have I mused how the life of men is wrecked. 
’Tis not, meseems, through inborn folly of soul 
They fare so ill,—discretion dwells at least 
With many,—but we thus must look hereon : 
That which is good we learn and recognise, 380 
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Yet practise not the lesson, some from sloth, 

And some preferring pleasure in the stead 

Of duty. Pleasures many of life there be ; 

Long gossip, idlesse,—pleasant evils they ; 

And sense of shame—twofold : no ill the one, 

But one bows homes to ruin. Were men’s choice 
clear, 

These twain had never borne the selfsame names. 


Forasmuch then as I knew this before, 

No philtre-spell was like to change mine heart 

To make me fall away from this my faith. 390 
Thee will I tell the path my reason trod ;— 

When love’s wound smote me, straight I cast about 
How best to. bear it; wherefore I began 
Thenceforth to hush my moan, to veil my pang. 

For the tongue none may trust, which knoweth well 
To lesson rebel thoughts of other men, 

Yet harboureth countless evils of its own. 

Then did I take thought nobly to endure 

My folly, triumphing by self-control. 


Lastly, when even so I naught availed | 400 
To o'ermaster Love’s Queen, I resolvéd to die 
As of all counsels best—let none gainsay ! 
For be it mine to do not good unseen, 
Nor ill before a cloud of witnesses. 
I knew the deed, the very pang, was shame. 
Well knew I too what ’tis to be a woman— 
None trust, none love us! Curses upon her 
Who showed the way the first to shame the couch 
With alien men! Ah, ’twas from princely homes 
That first this curse on womankind had birth. 410. 
For, when the noble count their shame their good, 
The lowly sure will hold it honourable. 
195 
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And O, I hate the continent-professed 

Which treasure secret recklessness of shame. 
How can they, O Queen Cypris, Sea-born One, 
Look ever in the faces of their lords, 

Nor shudder lest their dark accomplice, night, 
And their own bowers may utter forth a voice? 


Me—friends, ’tis even this dooms me to die, | 
That never I be found to shame my lord, 420 
Nor the sons whom I bare: but free, with tongues | 
Unfettered, flourish they, their home yon burg 

Of glorious Athens, blushing ne’er for me. 

For this cows man, how stout of heart soe’er, 

To know a father’s or a mother’s sin. 

And this alone can breast the shocks of life, 

An honest heart and good, in whomso found : 

But in his hour Time lifts his mirror, and shows 

The vile his vileness there, as a girl sees 

Her face. With such may I be never found. 430 


CHORUS 
Lo now, how fair is virtue everywhere, 
Which yieldeth fruit of good repute mid men ! 


NURSE 
Queen, thine afHiction, suddenly revealed 
But now, wrought in me terrible dismay. 
Yet I discern my folly now. ’Tis strange 
How second thoughts for men are wisest still. 
Thine is the common lot, not past cool weighing : 
The Goddess’s passion-bolts have smitten thee. 
Thou lov’st-—what marvel this ?—thou art as niany— 
And lo, for love’s sake wouldst fling life away ! 440 
Sooth, ‘twere small gain for them which love their 

fellows, 

Or yet shall love, if help be none save death. 


rod 


460 


470 


198 


INMOAYTOS STE®PANH®SOPOS 


Kumpus yap ov popntss, hv TONM} pun: 

y| Tov pep elovd™ Novyy peTEpXeTaL, 

ov & dy Tepicaov Kal dpovovvl’ cipn péya, 
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oTépyouce 5, olpar, cuppope ViK@OMEVOL, 
ov 6 ovK avéger ; ; piv o emt pntois dpa 
TaTépa purevely 7 Wt SeamroTass Geois 
arrow w, el 44) Tova be Ye ar ep§ers VOMOUS. 
TOT ous doxeis 5 xapr éXovTas ev ppevav 
vor ov opavras Next pa. EN doxeiy Opa ; 
Togous O€ Traiot TarEepas HpapTnKodt 
cuverxcopite Kurpuv ; év copoict yap 
Tao éorl Ountov, AavOavery TA pn KAA. 
ovd extrovelp Tou xpi Biov Xiav Bporous: 
pode oreyny yap, Ns arnpedpers Soxoi," 
KAVOOV aKpt aoe ap” eis dé Thy TUXNV 
Tecove bony ov TOS dy exvedoar Soxels ; : 
GAN et TA TAeteo Xpnora TOV KAK@V eXets, 
avOpwiros otca Kapta y ev mpdkelas av. 


1 Seidler : for MSS. ddyuor. 
? Musgrave: for MSS. nadds axpiBdoesas, 


HIPPOLYTUS | | 


For Cypris crusheth, swooping in her might ; 

Yet gently stealeth she on whoso yield. 

But whom she findeth wayward, arrogant-souled, 

She graspeth, mocketh, past imagining. 

Through air she roveth, in the ocean-surge 

Is Cypris ; all things have their birth of her. 

’Tis she that sows love, gives increase thereof, 

Whereof all we that dwell on earth are sprung. 450 


Whoso have scrolls writ in the ancient days, 

And wander still themselves by paths of song, 
They know how Zeus of yore desired the embrace 
Of Semele ; they know how radiant Dawn 

Up to the Gods snatched Cephalus of yore, 

And all for love ; yet these in Heaven their home 
Dwell, neither do they flee the face of Gods, 
Content, I trow, to be love’s vanquished ones. 


Thou—wilt not yield? Thy sire by several treaty 

Thee should have gotten, or with other Gods 460 
For lords, if thou wilt bow not to these laws. 

How many men, think’st thou, and wise men they, 
Knowing their beds dishonoured, shut their eyes? 

How many a father in his son’s transgression 

Playeth love’s go-between ?—the maxim this 

Of wise men, that dishonour be not seen. 

Why should men toil to over-perfect lifer - 

Lo, even thine hall’s roof-beams the craftsman’s rule 

Can make not utter-true. How thinkest thou, 

Who art plunged in fate’s deep sea, to swim to land? 470 
Tush—if more good than evil is in thee, 

Who art but human, thou shalt do full well, 
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EL [LN yuvaixes pNnYavas evpnaopev. 
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Tay THade Kal col waddov adyiwv KrveELD. 


SAIAPA 
a > ¥ 7 a a 9 , > 4 
Tout éo7 6 Ovntav ev TodELS OlKoUpévas 
dopous T dTrodAva’; ot Karol Mav Aoyot. 
ov yap TL Tolow wat TEpTrva, xen Dévyeuv. 
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aro? 
Ti cepvopudeis ; ov AGYwY eva Xnwovey | 
bei a, GNAG ravdpds—ds TaXOS dtotoréov, 
TOV ebOiv eFevrovras aul cov Noyov. 
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Towaia se, cappav 5 ova’ éruyyaves yer", 
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#AIAPA 
o beta NeEao’, ovuxXt TUyKARO ELS oTOua, 
Kat pn peOnoes avOis ataxyiatous Aoyous ; 


HIPPOLYTUS 


Nay, darling, from thy deadly thoughts refrain, 

And from presumption—sheer presumption this, 

That one should wish to be more strong than Gods. 

In love, flinch not ; a God hath willed this thing. 

In pain, victorious wrestle with thy pain. 

Lo, charms there be, and words of soothing spell. 

Some cure for this affliction shall appear. 

Sooth, it were long ere men would light thereon, 480 
Except we women find devices forth. 


CHORUS 
Phaedra, she speaketh words that more avail - 
For this thine imminent plight: yet thee I praise. 
But haply this my praise shall gall thee more 
Than those he» words, and harsher sound to thee. 


PHAEDRA 
' This is it which doth ruin goodly towns 

And homes of men, these speeches over-fair. 

It needeth not to speak words sweet to ears, 
But those whereby a good name shall be saved. 


NURSE 
Out on thine high-flown talk! No fair-tricked 
speech 490 
Will stead thee, but a lover !—’tis high time 
To strip disguise off, speak plain truth of thee. 
For, were thy life not in such desperate case, 
Or thou a woman strong in self-control, 
Never for thy lust’s sake and pleasure I 
To this would bring thee: but we must fight hard 
Now for thy life, and void of blame is this. 


PHAEDRA 
Speaker of horrors !—wilt not seal thy lips? 
Wilt not refrain from utter-shameful words ? 
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TPOO% 
aiaxp , aAr’ dpeiven TOV Kana rad earl aot. 
Kpelocov be Toupyon, elrrep exowaee YE OF, 
} Tovvop @ av KaTOavet aupoupeyn: 

AIAPA 
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PAIAPA 

motepa S€ YptoToy 7) ToTOV TO PappaKop ; 
TPO#OS 

ovK 06° dvacOal, pn pabety Bovrov, Téxvov. 
bAIAPA 
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TPOSO2 
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PAIAPA 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


NURSE 
Shameful—yet better than the good for thee. 500 
Better this deed, so it but save thy life, 
Than ‘that name, whose proud vaunt shall be thy 
death. 
; PHAEDRA 
No, by the Gods !—foul ‘words are thy fair words !— 
No farther go: I have schooled mine heart to endure 
This love: but if thou plead shame’s cause so fair, 
I shall be trapped in that sin which I flee. 
NURSE 
If such thy mind, thine heart should not have sinned : 
But now—obey me :—’tis the one hope left :— 
I have within some certain charms to assuage 
Love : twas but now they came into my thought. —510 
These, not with shame, nor hurt unto thy mind, 
Shall lull thy pang, so thou be not faint-hearted. 
Howbeit there needs of him thou yearnest for 
Some token, or a word, or fragment caught 
From vesture, so to knit two loves in one. 


PHAEDRA 
A salve, or potion, is this charm of thine ? 
NURSE 
I know not: be content with help, not knowledge. 
PHAEDRA 
I fear lest over-cunning thou shalt prove. 
NURSE 
Then know thyself all fears. What dreadest thou ? 
PHAEDRA : 
Lest thou show aught of this to Theseus’ son. 520 
NURSE 


Let be, my child: this will I order well. 
Only do thou, Queen Cypris, Sea-born One, 
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Work with me. Whatso else I have in mind 
Shall it suffice to speak to friends within. 


CHORUS 
O Eros, O Eros, how melts love’s yearning (Sir. 1) 
From thine eyes, when thy sweet spell witcheth 
the heart — [thy might ! 
Of them against whom thou hast marched in 
Not me, not me for mine hurt do thou smite, 
My life’s heart-music to discord turning. 
For never so hotly the flame-spears dart, «~- 
Nor so fleet are the star-shot arrows of light, 
As the shaft from thy fingers that speedeth its 
flight, [burning, 
As the flame of the Love-queen’s bolts fierce- 
O Eros, the child of Zeus who art! 


In vain, O in vain by Alpheus the river (Ant. 1) 
And in Phoebus’s Pythian shrine hath the land 
Of Hellas the blood of her oxen outpoured. 

But Eros, but Love, who is all men’s lord, 

Unto whom Aphrodite is wont to detiver 
Her keys, that the doors be unsealed by his hand 
Of her holy of holies, we have not adored, ' 
Though he marcheth through ruin victory-ward, 
Though he raineth calamity forth of his quiver | 
On mortals against his on-coming that stand. 


(Str, 2) 

For I call to remembrance Oechalia’s daughter,} 
Who, ere Love ‘neath his tyrannous car-yoke had 
brought her, [hasted, 
Had been spouseless and free—overseas how she 


1 Tole, to win whom Hercules sacked Oechalia. 
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1 Matthiae : for awe:pectay of MSS. 
2 Musgrave : for vats’ or a{8 of MSS. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


_ When Cypris the dear yoke of home had disparted, 
Like a bacchanal fiend out of hell that had darted, 
And with blood, and with smoke of a_ palace 
flame-wasted, [ chanted, 
And with death-shrieks for hymns at her bridal-feast 
By Love’s Queen to the son of Alemena was granted— 
Woe, woe for the joys of espousal she tasted ! 


And ye, O ye ramparts of hallowéd Thebe, = (Ant. 2) 
And ye lips wave-welling of Dirce, might ye be 
Witness how dire was the Love-queen’s coming, 
When a slumber that knoweth not waking was given 
Of her spells by the flame-enfolded levin 
To the mother of Zeus’ seed Bacchus: for dooming 
Of death had she blent with the bride-chant’s singing. 
O, the Dread One breatheth on all life, winging 
Softly her flight as a bee low-humming. 
[ Voices nithin] 
PHAEDRA 
Hush ye, O hush ye, women! ... . Lost am I! 
CHORUS 
What is this dread thing, Phaedra, in thine halls? 
PHAEDRA 
Peace !—let me hear the voice of them within. 
CHORUS 
I am dumb: an ominous prelude sure is this. 
PHAEDRA 
Ah me! ah me! alas! 


O wretched, wretched !—ah, mine agonies! 
CHORUS 
What cry dost thou utter? What word dost thou 
shriek ? [speak ! 


What voice through thy soul thrills terror >—O 
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éAIAPA 
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1 Murray : for &xw yeywreir. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


PHAEDRA 
Iam undone! O stand ye by these doors, 
And hear what clamour clasheth in the house. 


CHORUS 

Nay, thou art thereby: sped forth is the cry from 
the palace for thee. 

O tell me what horror rushed out—tell it me! 580 


PHAEDRA 
The son of the Amazon, Hippolytus, 
Shouts, hurling fearful curses at mine handmaid. 


CHORUS 

Yea surely a noise do I hear, yet to me naught sound- 
eth clear: 

But to thee through the doors there came, there came 

A shout of anger, a cry of shame. 


PHAEDRA 
Ah clear—ah clear !—yea, pandar of foul sin, 
Traitress to her lord’s bed, he calleth her. 590 
CHORUS 


Woe! Thou art betrayed, belovéd one! 
What shall Icounsel? Thy secret is bared: thou art 
- wholly. undone. 


PHAEDRA 

Woe’s me! ah woe! 
CHORUS 

From the hand that loved came the traitor’s blow. 
PHAEDRA 


She hath undone me, telling mine affliction : 

Her love sought by my shame to heal my pain. 
CHORUS 

What wilt thou do, O thou in desperate plight ? 
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bAIAPA 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


PHAEDRA 
No way save one I know—straightway to die—- 
The one cure for the ills that compass me. 600 
Enter uippo.tytus, followed by the NursF. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
O mother Earth, unveilings of the sun, 
What words unutterable have I heard! 


NURSE 
Hush, O my son, ere one have heard thy cry. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
I have hema horrors—should I hold my peace ? - 
NURSE 
Yea, I beseech thee by thy fair right hand. 
HIPPOLYTUS | 
RICnCE with thine hand !—-touch not my vesture thou. 
NURSE | 
Oh, by thy knees, do not—ah, slay me not! 
_ HIPPOLYTUS | | 
How, if thou hast said no wrong, as thou dost say ? 
7 NURSE 
No tale is this, my son, for all men’s ears. 
_ HIPPOLYTUS —_ 
Tush, a fair tale is fairer told to the world. 610 
7 NURSE 
My son, thine oath !—dishonour. not thine oath. 
HIPPOLYTUS | 
My tongue hath sworn: no oath is on ny soul, 
NURSE 
O son, what wilt thou do ?—wilt slay ny ene p 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Avaunt the eel !_no villain is my friend. 
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1 625-6 are generally rejected as spurious. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


NURSE 
Forgive, son: men are men, they needs must err. 


_ HIPPOLYTUS 
Why hast thou given a home beneath the sun, 
Zeus, unto woman, specious curse to man ? 
For, were thy will to raise a mortal seed, 
This ought they not of women to have gotten, 
But in thy temples should they lay its price, 620 
Or gold, or iron, ora weight of bronze, 
And so buy seed of children, every man 
After the worth of that his gift, and dwell 


Free in free homes unvexed of womankind. 


But now—soon as we go about to bring 

This bane to the home, we hurl to earth its weal. 
Hereby is woman proved a grievous curse— 

He, who begat and reared her, banishes, 

Yea, adds a dower, to rid him of his bane ; 

While he which taketh home the noisome weed 630 
Rejoices, decks with goodly bravery 

The loathly image, and tricks out with robes,— 
Filching away, poor wretch ! his household’s wealth. 
He may not choose : who getteth noble kin 

With her, content must stomach his sour feast : 
Who getteth a good wife, but worthless kin, 

Must muffle up the evil ’neath the good. 


Happiest who wins a cipher, in whose halls 

A brainless thing is throned in uselessness. 

But the keen-witted hate I: in mine house 640 
Ne’er dwell one subtler than is woman’s due ; 

For Cypris better brings to birth her mischief 

In clever women: the resourceless ’scapes 


213 


650 


660 


670 


214 


IMMOAYTOS STE®ANH®OPOS 
youn Bpaxeia popiav adnpeOn. 


phy & eis yuvaixa mpootroNov pev ov Tepay, 
apBoyya & avtais cvyxatoixifew dann 
Onpeav, iv elyov unre trpocdwvety twa 
> 9 DJ 4 4 S / 
pnt €& éxeivay b0éypa déEacbar udu. 
vov © ai pev évoov Spacw ai canal Kaka 
UA _ > > 9 lA / 
Bovredpar’, Ew o éexpépover mpoomodot. 
@s Kal ov y Hiv TATpPOS, @ KAKOY Kapa, — 
Néxtpov AOixtav AGEs ets TUVAAAaYaS? 
aye puTois vacpotow eFouopEopat, 
eis WTA KAVCWY. TrOS AV OdV ElnV KAKOS, 
A 3909 9 4 4Q? ¢ 4 A 
0s ov axovaas ToLdd ayvevetv S0K® ; 
A > b , b ] by \ ‘4 4 
ev & taht, Tovpov o evoeBées amber, yuvat 
et un yap OpKois Oe@v adpaxtos npéeOny, « 
>) A 
ov av ToT éaxov un ov Tad é€ertrewy TraTpt. 
le) >] b] 
pov & éx Sopov per, €or av Exdnpos yOoves 
U4 an b] : 
Onoevs, drreypu ciya & &€opev oropa. 
Jedcopat bé ovv TAT POS porwy Toot 
TOS viv Tpocope: Kal ov Kal SéoTroLVa On) 
THS ons S€ TOAMNS Eloopat yeryenuevos. 


dArotoOe. proadv & ovToT éumrAnoOnoopat 
yuvaixas, ov8 ef dnot Tis pw deb Neyer’ 
ael yap OUY TS EloL KaKEivaL KAKA. 
vuv Tis avdtas cadpoveiv didakdTo, 
Kap éatw taiod érepBaiverv dei. 

XOPOS 
TaAAVES @ KAKOTUXELS  avT. 
YUVALK@Y TOT MOL. 
tiv av vov Téxvay Exopev f AOYoOUS 
oparcicar edbappa dNvEw Royov ; 


% 


7 
A 
” 


HIPPOLYTUS 


That folly by the short-weight of her wit. 


Handmaids should ne’er have had access to wives, 

But brutes, with teeth, no tongue, should dwell 
with them, 

That so they might not speak to any one, 

Nor win an answering word from such as these. 

But now the vile ones weave vile plots within, 

And out of doors their handmaids bear the web : 650 

As thou hast come, foul quean, to tender me 

Commerce in mine own father’s sacred couch !— 

Words that with fountain-streams I'll wash away, 

Sluicing mine ears. How should I be so vile, 

Who even with hearing count myself defiled ? 

Woman, I fear God : know, that saveth thee. 

For, had I not by oaths been trapped unwares, 

I had ne’er forborne to tell this to my sire. 

Now from mine home, while Theseus yet is far, 

I go, and I will keep my lips from speech. 660 

But—with my father I return, to see 

How thou wilt meet his eye, thou and thy mistress, 

And so have taste of thy full shamelessness. 


Curse ye! My woman-hate shall ne’er be sated, 
Not though one say that this is all my theme: 
- For they be ever strangely steeped in sin. 
Let some one now stand forth and prove them 
chaste, 
Or leave me free to trample on them ever. [ Exit. 
| CHORUS 
(Ant. to 362-72) 
O drear dark doom that on women hath lighted ! 
By what cunning of pleading, when feet once 
trip, 670 
Shall we loose the accuser’s iron grip? 
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HIPPOLYTUS 
PHAEDRA 

O earth, O sun, I am justly requited ! 

Through the snares of calamity how shall I slip? 
' How, friends, shall I cloke my woe, how hide? 
What God or what man shall stand forth on my side, 
Shall consent in my sin to be made partaker ? 

For all life’s anguish, and all life’s shame 
Are upon me, and whelm like a shipwrecking breaker ! 

Most accurst of my fate among women I am. 


CHORUS . 
Woe, woe! ’Tisdone. Queen, it hath naught availed, 680 
Thy bower-maid’s device: ‘tis ruin all. 


PHAEDRA 

Vilest of vile! destroyer of thy friends! 
How hast thou ruined me! May Zeus my sire 
Smite thee with flame, blast thee to nothingness ! 
Did I not tell thee— not divine thy purpose ?— 
To speak not that whereby I am now dishonoured ? 
But thou wouldst not forbear. I shall not now 
Even die unshamed! (4 pest) 

Some new plea must I find. 
For yonder boy with soul keen-edged with wrath 
Shall to his sire accuse me of thy sin, 690 
Shall tell to agéd Pittheus my mischance, 
Shall blaze the shameful tale through every land. 
Curses on thee, and whoso thrusteth in 
To do base service to unwilling friends! 


NURSE 
Mistress, thou mayst revile mine evil work, 

For rankling pain bears thy discernment down: 
Yet somewhat might I answer, wouldst thou hear. 
I nursed thee, loved thee, sought for thy disease 
A healing balm,—and found not that I would. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Had I sped well, right wise had I been held ; 700 
For, as we speed, so is our wisdom’s fame. 
PHAEDRA 
Ha! is this just >—should this suffice me now, 
To have atabbed me, and then close in strife of words ? 


NURSE 
We waste the time in speech. I was not wise. 
Yet even 1 from this there is escape, my child. 


. PHAEDRA 
Peace to aii talk. Thy counsel heretofore 
Was shame, and mischief thine endeavour was. 
oe from my sight: for thine own self take 
‘thought. 
I with my needs will deal—and honourably. 
[ Fatt NuRSE, 
But ye, O Troezen’s daughters nobly born, 710 
Grant to my supplication this, but this— 
With silence veil what things ye here have heard. 
CHORUS 
I swear by reverend Artemis, Zeus’ child, 
Never to bare to light of thine ills aught. 
PHAEDRA 
Thou hast well said. Now, as I muse, I find 
One refuge, one, from this calamity, 
So to bequeath my sons a life of honour, 
And what I may from this day’s ruin save. 
For never will I shame the halls of Crete, 
Nor will I meet the face of Theseus ever, 720): 
For one poor life’s sake, after all this shame. 
CHORUS 
Ah, wilt thou do a deed of ill past cure? 
PHAEDRA 
Die will I. How—for this will I take thought. 
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CHORUS 
Ah hush! 
PHAEDRA 
O yea, advise me wisely thou! 
But I shall gladden Cypris my destroyer 
By fleeting out of life on this same day, 
And vanquished so by bitter love shall be. 
Yet in my death Pill I become the bane 
Of one beside, that he may triumph not 
Over my woes, and, taking of my pain, 
His share, may learn sound wisdom’s temperance. 
[ Fatt PHAEDRA. 
CHORUS 
Under the arched cliffs O were I lying, (Str. 1) 
That there to a bird might a God change me, 
And afar mid the flocks of the winged things flying 
Over the swell of the Adrian sea. [ing, 
I might soar—and soar,—upon poised wings dream- 
O’er the strand where Eridanus’ waters be, 
Where down to the sea-swell purple-gleaming 
The tears of the Sun-god’s daughters are streaming, 
Of the thrice-sad sisters for Phaéthon sighing, 
Star-flashes of strange tears amber-beaming ! 
(Ant. 1) 
O to win to the strand where the apples are growing 
Of the Hesperid chanters kept in ward, 
Where the path over Ocean purple-glowing 
By the Sea’s Lord is to the seafarer barred ! 
O to light where Atlas hath aye in his keeping 
The bourn twixt earth and the heavens bestarred, 
Where the fountains ambrosial sunward are leaping 
By the couches where Zeus in his halls lieth sleeping, 
Where the bounty of Earth the life-bestowing 
The bliss of the Gods ever higher is heaping : 
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HIPPOLYTUS 
(Str. 2) 
O white-winged galley from Crete’s far shore, 
Whose keel over deep-sea surges speeding, 
Through their flying brine and their battle-roar, 
Onward and onward my lady bore, 
From a bliss-fraught palace a princess leading 
To the joy of a bridal of woe exceeding !— 
For, a bird ill-boding, thy sail flitted o’er 
With the curse of the Cretan land unto Athens’ 
glorious strand, 
Till the seafarers lashed to the beach Munychian 
- the hawser-band, 
And sprang unto earth’s firm floor. 


Wherefore, with love- -pangs all unblest (Ant. 2) 
For her gift, entered in Aphrodite, wringing 
Her heart-strings asunder, a fearful guest. 
Like a wrecked ship sinking, disaster-oppressed 
Over her bride-bower’s rafters flinging 
The noose, shall she cast the coil close-clinging 
Round the neck that was whitest and loveliest, 
Because that with shuddering shame she shrank from 
a loathed name, 
And she chose, in its stead, the stainless renown of 
a wife’s fair fame, 
And, for anguish of love, heart-rest. 


[A cry nithin] 
Run to the rescue, all ye nigh the house ! 
In the strangling noose is Theseus’ wife, our mistress ! 


CHORUS 


Woe! Woe! ’Tis done! No more—no more is she, 
The queen—in yon noose rafter-hung upcaught ! 
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[ Cry nithin. | 
O haste !—will no one bring the steel two-edged, 780 
Wherenith to loose thts cincture of her neck ? 
SEMI-CHORUS 1 
What shall we do, friends? Deem ye we should pass 
The doors, and from the halter loose the queen ? 
SEMI-CHORUS 2 

Wherefore? Areno young handmaids at her side ? 
The busy meddler treadeth perilous paths. 
[Cry mithan. | 
Uncramp the limbs, streak out the hapless corpse. 
Bitter house-warding this ts for my lords ! 

CHORUS 
Dead is the woeful lady, by that cry: 
Even now they streak her as a corpse is streaked. 
Enter THESEUS. 

THESEUS 
Women, know ye what means this cry within? - 790 
A dolorous shriek of handmaids reached mine ears ; 
Nor deigns the house to open doors and greet me 
Blithely, as from the oracle come home. 
Hath aught untoward happed to Pittheus’ eld ? 
Well-stricken in years is he, yet dole were ours 
If haply fare his feet from these halls forth. 

CHORUS 
Not to the old pertains this thy mischance, | 
Theseus: the young have died, for grief to thee. 


THESEUS 
Woe !—is a child’s life by the spoiler reft ? 

CHORUS 
They live, their mother dead—alas for thee ! 800 
, THESEUS 
What say’st thou ?—-dead—my wife? By what mishap? 
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CHORUS 
The strangling noose about her neck she coiled. 


THESEUS 
By grief’s touch frozen, or of what affliction ? 


CHORUS 
No more I know, for to thine halls but now, 
Theseus, I came, o’er these thine ills to mourn. 


THESEUS 
Woe! with these wreathéd leaves why is mine head 
Crowned—ill-starred harbinger of oracles ? 
Shoot back the bolts, my servants, of the doors: 
Loose bars, that I may see this bitter sight, 
My wife, who hath destroyed me by her death. 


The palace ts thrown open, and the corpse of PHAEDRA 
disclosed, nith her handmaids grouped round 1t. 
CHORUS 
Woe for thy misery! Woe for thine ills, who hast 

suffered and wrought 
Such a thing as in ruin shall whelm thine home ! 
Ah for thy desperate deed, who by violence un- 
hallowed hast sought [wrestler hast caught! 
Death, who with hand despairing the all-quelling 
Who shroudeth thy life, O hapless, in gloom ? 


THESEUS 
(Sér.) 
Ah me for my woes !—I have suffered calamity, great, 
O my people, beyond all other '—O foot of fate, 
How hast thou heavily trampled me and mine, 
Unlooked-for blight from some avenging fiend— 
Nay, but destruction that blasteth my life evermore! 
On a sea of disaster I look, on a sea without shore, 
So vast, that never can I swim thereout, 
Nor ride the surge of this calamity. 
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What word can I speak unto thee >—how name, dear 
wife, [thy life ? 
The doom that on thee hath descended and crushed 
Like a bird hast thou fleeted from mine hands, 
And with swift leap hast rushed to Hades’ halls. 
Never sorrow of sorrows was like unto mine. 830 
On mine head have I gathered the load 
Of the far-off sins of an ancient line ; 
And this is the vengeance of God. 
CHORUS 
Not to thee only, king, this grief hath come ; 
With many more a dear wife’s loss thou sharest. 


THESEUS 
(Ant.) 
In the darkness under the earth—ah me, to have died, 
That in blackness of deep gloom under the earth I 
might hide, 
Who am reft of thy most dear companionship ! 
Oh, thou hast dealt worse death than thou hast 
suffered ! 
Of whom shall I hear whence came it, the deadly 
stroke 840 
Of doom, that the heart of thee, my belovéd, broke ? 
Will none speak what befell ?—or all for naught 
Doth this my palace roof a menial throng ? 
Woe’s me, my beloved, stricken because of thee ! 
Ah for the grief of mine house, for the travail I see, 
Past utterance, past endurance !—lost am I: 
Mine house is desolate, motherless my babes. 
O my darling, my wife, thou art gone, thou art gone, 
O best upon whom the light 
Looketh down of the all-beholding sun, 850 
Or the splendour of star-eyed night ! 
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1 Paley’s suggestion for MSS. péy. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


CHORUS 
Alas for thee, and thine house’s burden of ill! 
With ruth for thy fate running o’er do mine eyes 
the tear-drops pour: 
[Aside] But for woe which must follow I shudder 
and shudder still. 
THESEUS 
Ha! 
What is this tablet, what, to her dear hand 
Fastened? Would’st fain speak some word unsaid ? 
Now hath she writ, unhappy one, to pray 
Touching my marriage or my children aught ? 
Fear not, lost love: the woman is not born 
Shall lie in Theseus’ couch, or tread his halls. 
Lo, how the impress of the carven gold . 
Of her that is no more smiles up at me! 
Come, let me uncoil the seal’s envelopings, 
And see what would this tablet say to me. 
CHORUS 
Woe, woe! How God bringeth evil following hard 
on the track 
Of evil! I count for living unmeet 
The lot of a life such as this, as on deeds that are 
wrought I look back: [but in ruin and wrack 
For the house of my lords standeth not any more, 
I behold it hurled from its ancient seat. 
Ah God, if this may be, wreck not the house, 
But hearken my beseeching, for I trace, 
Seer-like, an evil omen from his face. 
THESEUS 
Ah me !—a new curse added to the old, 
Past utterance, past endurance! Woe is me! 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


CHORUS 
What is it? Speak, if I may share the tale. 
THESEUS 
It shrieketh,—ah, horrors the tablet outshrieketh ! 
O how can I flee 
My burden of woes! I am utterly ruin-sped ! 
What incantation of curses is this I have read 
Graved on the wax—woe’s me! 880 


_ CHORUS 
Alas! thou utterest speech that heralds ill. 


THESEUS 
No more within my lips’ gates will I pen 
The horror that chokes utterance—O my people, 
Hippolytus hath dared assail my bed 


Father Poseidon, thou didst promise me 

Three curses once. Do thou with one of these 

Destroy my son: may he not ’scape this day, 

If soothfast curses thou hast granted me. 890 


CHORUS 
Oh, for the Gods’ sake, King, recall this prayer ! 
Thou yet shalt know thine error: yield to me. 


THESEUS 

Never! Yea, I will drive him from the land ; 

And, of two dooms, with one shall he be scourged :- — 
Either Poseidon, reverencing my prayers, 

Shall slay and speed him unto Hades’ halls, 

Or, banished from this land, a vagabond 

On strange shores shal] he drain life’s bitter dregs. 


_ CHORUS 
Lo, where thy son’s self comes in season meet, 
Hippolytus: refrain thy wrath, O king 900 


Theseus, and for thine house the best devise. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Enter wipPo.ytvs. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Father, I heard thy crying, and I came 
In haste: yet for what cause thou makest moan 
I know not, but of thee I fain would hear. 
Ha! what is this? Father, thy wife I see 
Dead !—matter this for marvel passing great. 
But now I left her, who upon this light 
Looked, it is not yet a long season since. 
What hath befallen her? How perished she ? 
Father, I fain would learn it from thy mouth. 910 
Silent! In trouble silence naught avails. 
The heart that yearns to know all cares of thine 
Fain shall be found to prove thy troubles too. 
Sure, from thy friends—yea, and thy more than 
friends, 
Father, it is not right to hide thy griefs. 
THESEUS 
O men that ofttimes err, and err in vain, 
Why are ye teaching ever arts untold, 
And search out manifold inventions still, 
But one thing know not, no, have never sought it, 
To teach them wit, in whom no wisdom dwells? 920 
HIPPOLYTUS 
A cunning sage were this, endued with power 
To force them to be wise who are witless all! 
But—so ill-timed thy speculations are— 
Father, I fear thy tongue for grief runs wild. 
THESEUS 
Out! There should dwell in men some certain test 
Of friendship, a discerner of the heart, 
To show who is true friend and who is false. 
Yea, all men should have had two several voices, 
One honest, one—as chance or interest swayed ; 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


That so the traitor voice might be convict 930 
Before the honest, nor we be deceived. 


HIPPOLYTUS 

How ?—to thine ear hath some friend slandered me, 
That I the innocent am in evil case ? 

Astonied am I, for thy words amaze me, 

Thus wandering wide astray from reason’s throne. 


THESEUS 
Out on man’s heart !—to what depths will it sink ? 
Where shall assurance end and hardihood ? 
For if it swell with every generation, 
And the new age reach heights of villainy 
Above the old, the Gods must needs create 940 
A new earth unto this, that room be found 
For the unrighteous and unjust in grain. | 
Look on this man, who, though he be my son, 
Hath shamed my couch, and shall be manifest proved 
Most vile, by testimony of the dead. 
HIPPOLYTUuS covers his face in horror. 
Nay, show thy face—since thou hast come to this, 
This foulness,—look thy father in the face ! 
Dost thou with Gods—O thou no common man !— 
Consort? Art thou the chaste, the stainless one? 
. I will not trust thy boasts, for so should I 950. 
Impute to Gods unwisdom’s ignorance. 
Now vaunt, ay now !—-set out thy paltry wares 
Of lifeless food :! take Orpheus for thy king: 
Rave, worship vapourings of many a scroll : 
For ah, thou’rt caught! I warn all men to shun 
Such hypocrites as this; for they hunt souls 
With canting words, the while they plot foul sin. 


1 Abstinence from animal food was a feature of the ascetic 
doctrines attributed to Orpheus, as of those of Pythagoras. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Dead is she: thinkest thou this saveth thee ? 
Hereby thou art most convicted, basest thou ! 

What oaths, what protestations shall bear down 960 
| Thrusts tablet into HipPoLyTus’ hand. 
This, for thine absolution of the charge? ... . 
Now, what is thy defence ?>—“ She hated me: 
Bastard and true-born still are natural foes?” 

Fools’ traffic this in life-—to fling away 
For hate of thee the dearest thing she owed! 
Or—say’st thou ?—“ Frailty is not in men, 
But in the blood of women.” Youths, I have proved, 
Are no whit more than women continent, 
When Cypris stirs a heart in flush of youth: 
Yet all the strength of manhood helpeth them. 970 
But wherefore thus contend against thy pleas, 
When there the corpse lies, witness faithful and 
true? 
Hence from this land, an exile, with all speed. 
Never come thou to god-built Athens more, 
Nor any marches where my spear hath sway: 
For if neath thy mishandling I sit still, 
Never shall Isthmian Sinis testify 
That I slew him, but name it idle vaunt ; 
Nor those Scironian Rocks that skirt the sea 
Shall call me terrible to evil-doers. 980 
CHORUS 
I dare not name of mortals any man . 
Happy, for lo, the first is made the last. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Father, thy rage and strong-strained fury of soul 
Are fearful: yet, fair-seeming though the charge, 
If one unfold it, all unfair it is. 
I have no skill to speak before a throng : 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


My tongue is loosed with equals, and those few. 
And reason: they that are among the wise 
Of none account, to mobs are eloquent. 
Yet needs I must, now this mischance hath lighted, 990 
Unrein my tongue. And first will I begin 
Where thou didst first assail, as thou wouldst crush me, 
And I find no reply. See’st thou yon sun 
And earth ?—within their compass is no man— 
Though thou deny it—chaster-souled than I. 
For I have learnt, first, to revere the Gods, 
Then, to have friends which seek to do no wrong, 
Friends who think shame to proffer aught of base, 
Yea, or to render others shameful service. 
No mocker am I, father, at my friends, 1000 
But to the absent even as to the present : 
In one thing flawless——where thou think’st me 
trapped,— 
For to this day my body is clean of lust. 
I know this commerce not, save by the ear 
And sight of pictures,—little will have I 
To look thereon, who keep a virgin soul. 
Yet, grant my virtue wins not thy belief, 
Sure ’tis for thee to show whereby I fell. 
Wilt say this woman's form in grace outshone 
All women ?—-that I hoped thy state to inherit 1010 
By winning for mine own thine heiress-queen ? 
Vain fool were I—nay rather, wholly mad! 
« But Power can tempt,’ might one say, “ even the 
chaste.” 
Nay verily !—save the lust of sovereignty 
Poison the wit of all who covet it. 
Fain would I foremost victor be in games 
Hellenic, and be second in the realm, 
And with pure-hearted friends be happy still. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


For there is true well-being, from peril far, 

Which giveth sweeter joys than sovereignty. 1020 

So hast thou all my counterpleas, save one :— | 

Could I that witness call who knows mine heart, 

And, pleading, face thy dead wife’s living face, 

By deeds shouldst thou search out and know the 
wicked : 

But now—by Zeus Oath-warden, by Earth’s plain, 

Swear I, I ne’er attempted couch of thine, 

No, nor -had wished it, nor had dreamed thereof. 

God grant I perish nameless, fameless all, 

Cityless, homeless, exile, vagabond 

On earth,—may sea nor land receive my corpse 1030 

When I am dead, if I be this vile thing !° 

Now if through fear she flung away her life 

I know not. More I cannot sinless say. 

Her honour by dishonour did she guard : 

I, in a sore strait, cleave to honour still. 


; CHORUS 
Thou hast said enough to turn this charge from thee, 
Tendering the oath of Gods, the awful pledge. 


THESEUS 
Juggler with words and trickster is he not, 
Who thinks by his unruffled calm to outface 
My mood, when his own father he hath shamed ? 1040 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Nay, but I marvel, father, at this in thee ;— 
For, if my son thou wert, and I thy sire, 
I had slain thee : exile should not be thy mulct, 
If on my wife thou hadst dared to lay a hand. 


THESEUS 
Good sooth, well said: yet not so shalt thou die— 
Not by the doom thou speakest for thyself! 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Ay, easiest for the wretched is swift death. 

But from the home-land exiled, wandering 

To strange soil, shalt thou drain life’s bitter dregs ; 

For this is meet wage for the impious man. 1050 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Woe’s me !—what wilt thou do? Wilt not receive 
Time’s witness in my cause, but banish now? 


THESEUS 
Beyond the sea, beyond the Atlantic bourn, 
If this I could ; so much I hate thy face. 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Nor oath, nor pledge, nor prophet’s utterance 
Wilt test, but cast me forth the land untried ? 


_ ‘THESEUS 

This tablet, though it bear no prophet’s sign, 
Accuseth thee, nor lieth: but the birds 

That roam o’erhead—I wave them long farewell. 


HIPPOLYTUus (aside) 
O Gods, why can I not unlock my lips, 1060 
Who am destroyed by you whom I revere? 
No !—whom I need persuade, I should not so, 
And all for naught should break the oaths I swore. 


THESEUS 
Faugh !—how it chokes me, this thy saintly mien ! 
Out from thy fatherland! Straightway begone! 


HIPPOLYTUS 


Unhappy! whither shall I flee >—what home 
Of what friend enter, banished on such charge? 


THESEUS 
Of whoso joys in welcoming for guests 
Defilers of men’s wives, which dwell with sin. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Alas ! this stabs mine heart well-nigh to weeping, 1070 
If I be published villain, thou believe it! 


THESEUS 
Then shouldest thou have moaned and taken thought, 
When thou dar’'dst. outrage thine own father’s wife ! 


HIPPOLYTUS 
O halls, could ye but find a voice for me, 
And witness if I be a wicked man ! 


THESEUS 
Wisely thou fleest to speechless witnesses ! 
This deed, though it speak not, declares thee vile. 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Ah, to stand face to face and see myself, 
That for the wrongs I suffer I might weep ! 


i THESEUS 
Yea, ’tis thy wont to gaze on thy perfections 1080 
More than to render parents righteous honour. 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Ah, hapless mother !—ah, my bitter birth! 
Base-born be never any that I love! 


THESEUS 
Will ye not hale him hence, thralls ?—heard ye not 
Long since his banishment pronounced of me? 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Who layeth hand on me of them shall rue! 
Thou thrust me from the land, if such thy mood. 


THESEUS 
That will I, an thou wilt not heed mine hest. 
No pity for thine exile visits me. [ Exit THESEUS. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 

So then my fate is sealed. Ah, woe is me! 1090 
I know the truth, yet know not how to tell it. 

Dearest of Gods to me, O Leto’s Child, 

Companion, fellow-huntress, I shall flee 

Athens the glorious. Farewell, City and Land 

Of old Erechtheus! O Troezenian plain, 

How many pleasant paths of youth hast thou! 

Farewell: I see thee, hail thee, the last time. 

Come, O ye youths, mine age-mates in this land, 

Speak parting word: escort me from this soil : 

For never shall ye see a chaster man, 1100 
Albeit this my sire believeth not. [ Eat. 


CHORUS 
(Str. 1) 
When faith overfloweth my mind, God’s providence 
all-embracing Ne to know !”’ 
Banisheth griefs : but when doubt whispereth “ Ah 
No clue through the tangle I find of fate and of life 

for my tracing : 
There is ever a change and many a change, 

And the mutable fortune of men evermore sways 


to and fro 
Over limitless range. 1110 
(Ant. 1) 
Ah, would the Gods hear prayer !—would they grant 
to me these supplications— [of pain, 


A lot with prosperity sweet, and a soul unshadowed 
And a faith neither fixed foursquare on the flint, 
nor on sandy foundations ! 
_ Quick-shifting my sail to the coming breeze 
Of the morrow, so may I fleet, ever voyaging life’s 
wide main 
Over stormless seas. 
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, (Str. 2) 
My mind is a fountain troubled; I see things all 
undreamed : 
For the Star of Athens, that beamed 
The brightest withal in Hellas-land, 
We have seen him driven to an alien strand, 
By the wrath of a father have seen him 
banned. 
Ah, cityward sands, ye shall wait him in vain, 
And ye mountain woods, where streamed 
"Twixt the oaks the pack on the wild boar’s 
track 
In dread Dictynna’s hunter-train, 
Till the quarry was slain. 
(Ant. 2) 
Nevermore shall he harness the Henetan horses and 
leap on his car, 
O’er the race-course of Limne afar 
To speed the courser’s feet of fire : 
And the songs, that once ’neath the strings 
of the lyre . 
Slept never, shall cease in the halls of his sire. 
Ungarlanded Artemis’ bowers shall be 
In the greenwood depths that are. 
By thine exile have perished the sweet hopes 
cherished 
Of our maids, and their gentle rivalry 
In love for thee. 
(Epode) 
For thy woeful fate shall I pass amid tears fast-flowing 
A fortuneless fortune. O mother evil-starred, 
This day thy birth-joy effaces ! 
I am wroth with the Gods :—O Graces 
Aye linkéd in loving embraces, 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Why do ye suffer that he from his land should be going, 
From his home, who hath nowise earned a doom so 
bitter-hard ? 1150 

But lo, I see Hippolytus’ henchman nigh 
Hasting unto the halls with clouded brows. 
Enter MESSENGER. 

MESSENGER 
Where should I go and find this country’s king, 
Theseus, ye women? If ye know, declare 
Straightway to me. Within these halls is he? 

CHORUS 

Lo yonder where he cometh forth the halls. 
Enter THESEUS. 

MESSENGER 
Theseus, I bring a sorrow-kindling tale 
To thee and all the citizens which dwell 
In Athens and the bounds of Troezen-land. 


THESEUS 
What now? Hath some disaster unforeseen 1160 
Fallen on these two neighbour-citied states ? 


MESSENGER 
Hippolytus is no more !—so may one say, 
Though yet a little space he seeth light. 
THESEUS 
Of whom slain? Hath one met him in his wrath, 
Whose wife he had outraged, even as his sire’s ? 
MESSENGER 
His proper chariot-team hath dealt him death, 
And thy mouth’s curses, which thou didst call down 
From the Sea’s Lord, thy father, on thy son. 


THESEUS 
O Gods! Poseidon! how thou wast indeed 
My father, who hast heard my malison ! 1170 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


How perished he? In what way did the gin 
Of justice snap on him who wrought me shame ? 


MESSENGER 
We, hard beside the beach that greets the surf, 
With combs were smoothing out his horses’ manes 
Weeping: for word had come to us to say 
That no more in this land Hippolytus 
Might walk, of thee to wretched exile doomed. 
Then came he, bringing’ the same tale of tears 
To us upon the strand: a countless throng 
Of friends his age-mates following with him came. 
But, ceasing at the last from moan, he cried : 
“Why rave I thus? I must obey my sire. 
Harness the horses to the chariot-yoke, 
My thralls: this city is no more for me.” 


Then, then did every man bestir himself. 
Swifter than one could say it were the steeds 
Harnessed, and by our lord’s side set we them. 
Then the reins caught he from the chariot-rail, 
And in the car’s foot-rests set firm his feet, 


But to the Gods first stretched his hands and cried : 


“ Zeus, may I die if I a villain am! 

May my sire know that he is wronging me, 
When I am dead, if not while I see light!” 
Then in his hand he took the scourge and smote 
At once the steeds. We henchmen by the car 
Fast by the reins attended on our lord 

Towards Argos straight and Epidauria. 


And, as we entered on a desert tract, 
Beyond this Troezen’s border lies a beach 
Sloping full down to yon Saronic Sea. 


There from earth’s womb a noise like Zeus’s thunder 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Made mufiled roaring, a blood-curdling sound. 

Then the steeds lifted head and pricked the ear ; 

And thrilled through us most vehement dismay 

Whence might the sound be. To the sea-lashed 
shores 

Then glanced we, and a surge unearthly saw 

Up-columned to the sky, that from my sight 

Shrouded was all the beach Scironian ; 

Veiled was the Isthmus and Asclepius’ Crag. 

Then swelling higher, higher, and spurting forth 1210 

All round a cloud of foam and sea-blown spray, 

Shoreward it rusheth, toward the four-horse car. 


Then from the breaker’s midst and hugest surge 

The wave belched forth a bull, a monster fierce, 

With whose throat-thunder all the land was filled, 

And echoed awfully, as on our gaze 

He burst, a sight more dread than eyes could bear. 

Straightway wild panic falleth on the steeds : 

Yet their lord, wholly conversant with wont 

Of horses, caught the reins in both his hands, 1220 

And tugs, as shipman tugs against the oar, 

Throwing his body’s weight against the reins. 

But on the fire-forged bits they clenched their teeth, 

And whirled him on o’ermastered, recking not 

Of steering hand, or curb, or strong car’s weight. 

And if, yet holding to the chariot-helm, 

Toward the smooth ground he strove to guide their 
course, | 

Aye showed that bull in front, to turn them back, 

Maddening with fright the fourfold chariot-team. 

If toward the rocks they rushed with frenzied heart, 1230 

Fast by the rail in silence followed he 

On, till he fouled and overset the car, 

Dashing against a rock the chariot-felly. 
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Then all was turmoil: upward leapt in air 

Naves of the wheels and linchpins of the axles. 

And he, unhappy, tangled in the reins, 

Bound in indissoluble bonds, is haled 

Dashing his head against the cruel rocks, 

Rending his flesh, outshrieking piteous cries— 

“QO stay, ye horses nurtured at my cribs, , 1240 

Destroy me not !—ah, father’s curse ill-starred ! 

Will no one save an utter-innocent man ?”’ 

Ah, many willed, but far behind were left 

With feet outstripped. Loosed from the toils at 
last | 

Of clean-cut reins,—I know not in what wise,— 

He falls, yet breathing for short space of life. 

Vanished the steeds and that accurséd monster, 

The bull, mid rock-strewn ground, I know not where. 


Thrall am I verily of thine house, O king ; 
Howbeit so foul a charge—I never can 1250 
Believe it of thy son, that he is vile, 
Not though all womankind should hang themselves, 
Though one should fill with writing every pine 
In Ida :—he is righteous, this I know. 
CHORUS 
Woe for accomplishment of new disaster ! 
No refuge is there from the doom of fate. 
THESEUS 
For hatred of the man who thus hath fared, 
Glad for this tale was I: but now, for awe 
Of heaven, and for that he is yet my son, 
Glad for this judgment am I not, nor grieved. 1260 
MESSENGER 
How then ?—must we bear yonder broken man 
Hither ?—or in what wise perform thy pleasure? 
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TOVOE LOVA KPATUVELS. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


Bethink thee: if my counsel thou wilt heed, 
Harsh to thy stricken son thou wilt not be. 
THESEUS 
Bear him, that I may see before mine eyes 
Him who denied that he had stained my bed, . 
By words and heaven's requital to convict him. 
| Exit MESSENGER. 
CHORUS 


Love, under thy dominion unbending hearts bow low— 


Gods’ hearts, and hearts of mortals ; when, flashing 
through thy portals 

On glory-gleaming pinion, flits Eros to and fro, 

Love, under thy dominion unbending hearts bow low. 


Gold-glittering wings wide-soaring, they rain down 
witchery : [phant sailing, 

O’er maddened hearts prevailing, o’er earth trium- 

O’er music of the roaring of spray-bemantled sea, 

Gold-glittering wings wide-soaring, they rain down 
witchery. 


He kindleth with his yearning all things of earth- 
born race : [he filleth : 
The mountain’s whelps he thrilleth, the ocean’s brood 
Where’er the sun’s eye burning down looketh on 
earth’s face, [born race. 
He kindleth with his yearning all things of earth- 


They bend — all, all are bending, Love-queen, beneath 
thy hand! _ [royal 

O crownéd brows, whom loyal vassals acclaim sole- 

By spells all-comprehending in sky and sea and land ; 

They bend—all, all are bending, Love-queen, beneath 
thy hand! 
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INMOAYTOS STEPANH®OPOS 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Enter artemis, vetled in a nectar-breathing cloud, 


ARTEMIS 
Thou high-born scion of Aegeus, I call upon thee: 
Theseus, give ear unto me. 
It is Artemis, Leto’s Daughter, that nameth thy 
name : 
Why dost thou joy in thy shame, [moved 
Who hast murdered thy son unrighteously, thereto 
By the lies of thy wife unproved? —_[found. 
Ruin and wrack in the sight of the sun hast thou 
How wilt thou hide underground 1290 
Thy dishonour in hell, or upsoaring mid clouds, veil 
there . 
Thy life of remorse and despair ? 
For the part that was erstwhile thine in the good 
man’s lot, 
Behold, it is not. 
Theseus, hear thou the posture of thy woes :— 
Yet have I no help for thee, only pain ; 
But I have come to show the righteousness 
Of thy son, that in fair fame he may die, 
And thy wife’s fever-flame,—yet in some sort 1300 
Her nobleness. She, stung by goads of her 
Whom we, who joy in purity, abhor 
Most of all Gods, was lovesick for thy son. 
Her reason fought her passion, and she died 
Through schemes wherein she had no part: her nurse 
Told under oath-seal to thy son her pangs: 
He, even as was righteous, would not heed 
The tempting; no, nor when sore-wronged of thee 
Broke he the oath’s pledge, for he feared the Gods. 
But she, adread to be of sin convict, 1310 
Wrote that false writing, and by treachery so 
Destroyed thy son :—and thou believedst her! 
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ITIMOAYTOS STE®PANH®OPOS 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


THESEUS 

Ah me! 
ARTEMIS 
Is it torture, Theseus ?—Nay, but hear me out, 
That hearing all thou mayst the more lament. 
Thy sire’s sure curses three— rememberest them ? 
One hast thou thus misused, O villain thou, 
Against thy son, which might have quelled a foe! 
Thy sire the Sea-king, in his love’s despite, 
Gave as he needs must, seeing he had pledged 
him: 

Yet wicked in his eyes and mine art thou, 1320 
Who wouldst not wait for proof, nor prophet’s voice, 
Nor yet make inquisition, nor let time 
Slowly reveal all, but with criminal haste 
_ Didst hurl the curse upon thy son, and slay. 


THESEUS 
Queen, ruin seize me! 


ARTEMIS 

Deep thy sin: but yet 
Even thou for this mayst win forgiveness still : 
For Cypris willed that all this should befall 
To glut her spite. And this the Gods’ wont is :— 
None doth presume to thwart the fixed design 
Willed by his fellow: still aloof we stand. 1330 
Else be thou sure that, but for dread of Zeus, 
I never would have known this depth of shame, 
To suffer one, of all men best beloved 
Of me, to die. But thy transgression, first, 
Thine ignorance from utter sin redeems ; 
Then, by her death thy wife made void all test 
Of these her words, and won thy ¢redence so. 
Now, most on thee this storm of woe hath burst ; 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Yet grief is mine: for when the righteous die 


The Gods joy.not. The wicked, and withal 1340 
Their children and their homes, do we destroy. 
CHORUS 


Lo, lo, the stricken one borne 
Hitherward, with his young flesh torn 
And his golden head of its glory shorn ! 
Ah, griefs of the house !—what doom 
Twofold on thine halls hath come 
By the Gods’ will shrouded in sorrow’s gloom ! 
Enter bearers mith wipPoLyTus. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Woe, woe for a son 
By the doom of his sire 
All marred and undone ! 1350 
Through mine head leapeth fire 
Of the agony-flashes, and throbbeth my brain like a 
hard-stricken lyre. 


Let me rest—ah forbear !— 
For my strength is sped. 
Curséd horses, ye were 
Of mine own hands fed, 
Yet me have ye wholly destroyed, yet me have ye 
stricken dead ! 


For the Gods’ sake, bear 
Me full gently, each thrall ! 
Thou to right, have a care !— 1360 
Soft let your hands fall ; 
Tenderly bear the sore-mangled, on-stepping in 
time, one and all, 


The unhappy on-bearing, 
And curséd, I ween, 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Of his father’s own erring :— 
Ah Zeus, hast thou seen ? 
Innocent I, ever fearing the Gods, who was wholly 
heart-clean 


Above all men beside,— 
Lo, how am I thrust 
Unto Hades, to hide 
My life in the dust! 
‘All vainly I reverenced God, and in vain unto man 
was I just. 


Let the stricken one be !— 
Ah, mine anguish again !— 
Give ye sleep unto me, 
Death-salve for my pain, 
The sleep of the sword for the wretched—I long, oh 
I long to be slain. 


Dire curse of my father !— 
Sins, long ago wrought 
Of mine ancestors, gather : 
Their doom tarries not, 
But the scourge overfloweth the innocent—_wherefore 
on me is it brought? 


Ah for words of a spell, 
That my soul might take flight 
From the tortures, with fell 
Unrelentings that smite! 
Oh for the blackness of Hades, the sleep of Necess- 
ity’s night! 
ARTEMIS 
Unhappy, bowed ‘neath what disaster’s yoke ! 
Thine own heart’s nobleness hath ruined thee. 
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éEnrratnOn Saipovos BovAevpacev. 


HIPPOLYTUS 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Ah, perfume-breath celestial !—mid my pains 
I feel thee, and mine anguish is assuaged. 
Lo in this place the Goddess Artemis ! 


ARTEMIS 

Yea, hapless one, of Gods best friend to thee. 
HIPPOLYTUS 

O Queen, seest thou my plight—the stricken one? 


ARTEMIS 
I see—but tears are to mine eyes forbid. 


HIPPOLYTUS 
None now shall hark thine hounds, nor do thee 
service— 
ARTEMIS 


Ah no! Yet dear to me thou perishest. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Nor tend thy steeds, nor guard thine images. 
ARTEMIS 
This all-pernicious Cypris hath contrived— 1400 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Ah me! what Goddess blasts me now I know! 
ARTEMIS 
Jealous for honour, wroth with chastity. 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Three hath one hand destroyed ; I see it now. 


ARTEMIS 


Thy father—thee—thy father’s wife the third. 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Yea, and I wail my father’s misery. 


ARTEMIS 


By plots of deity was he beguiled. 
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. HIPPOLYTUS 


HIPPOLY'TUS 
Ah father, woe is thee for this mischance ! 


THESEUS 
I am slain, my son: no joy have I in life! 


HIPPOLYTUS 
More than myself I mourn thee for thine error. 


THESEUS 
Would God I could but die for thee, my son! 1410 


~ HIPPOLYTUS 


Ah, bitter gifts of that Sea-god, thy sire! 


THESEUS 
Ah that the word had never passed my lips! 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Wherefore ?—thou wouldst for wrath have slain me 
still. 
THESEUS 
Yea, for the Gods had caused my wit to stumble. 


HIPPOLYTUS 
Oh that men’s curses could but strike the Gods! 


ARTEMIS 

Let be: for even in the nether gloom 

Not unavenged shall be the stroke that fell 

Upon thy frame through rage of Cypris’ spite, 

For thy pure soul’s and for thy reverence’ sake. 

For upon one, her minion, with mine hand—— 1420 

Whoso is dearest of all men to her— 

With these unerring shafts will I avenge me. 

And to thee, hapless one, for these thy woes 

High honours will I give in Troezen-town. 

Ere their espousals shall all maids unwed 

For thee cut off their hair: through age on age 

Full harvests shalt thou reap of tears of grieving. 
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1 Some MSS. have yépa; 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


Ever of thee song-waking memory 
Shall live in virgins; nor shall Phaedra’s love 
Forgotten in thy story be unhymned. . 1490 
But thou, O son of ancient Aegeus, take 
Thy child into thine arms, and fold him close. 
Not of thy will thou slewest him, and well 
May men transgress when Gods are thrusting on. 
Thee too I charge, Hippolytus—hate not 
Thy father : ’tis by fate thou perishest. 
Farewell: I may not gaze upon the dead, 
Nor may with dying gasps pollute my sight: 
And now I see that thou art near the end. 
| [ Extt ARTEMIS. 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Farewell to thy departing, Maiden blest. 1440 
Light falls on thee long fellowship’s severance ! 
Lo, I forgive my father at thy suit, . 
As heretofore have I obeyed thy word. 
Ah, o’er mine eyes even now the darkness draws ! 
Take, father, take my body and upraise. 


THESEUS 
Ah me! what dost thou, child, to hapless me? 
HIPPOLYTUS 
I am gone—yea, I behold the gates of death ! 
THESEUS 
Wilt leave me—and my conscience murder-stained ? 
HIPPOLYTUS 
No, no! I do absolve thee of my death. 
THESEUS 
. How say’st thou ?—dost assoil me of thy blood? 1450 


HIPPOLYTUS 
I call to witness Bow-queen Artemis. 
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HIPPOLYTUS 


THESEUS 
Dearest, how noble show’st thou to thy sire ! 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Pray to have such sons—sons in wedlock born. 
THESEUS 
_ Woe for thy reverent soul, thy righteous heart ! 
HIPPOLYTUS 
Father, farewell thou too—untold farewells ! 
THESEUS 
Forsake me not, my son !—be strong to bear ! 
HIPPOLYTUS 


My strength is overborne—I am gone, my father. 
Cover my face with mantles with all speed. _[ Dies. 
THESEUS 

O bounds of Athens, Pallas’ glorious realm, 
What hero will be lost to you! Woe’s me! 1460 
Cypris, how oft shall I recall thy wrong! 
CHORUS 

On the city hath lighted a stroke without warning, 

On all hearts desolation. 
Rain down, O ye fast-dropping tears of our mourning! 
When the mighty are fallen, their burial-oblation 

Is the wail of a nation.} 

| Exeunt oMNES. 


1 1462-66 allude to the death of Pericles, which happened 
shortly before the representation of this play. The poet in 
fact changed, to meet the occasion, the original ending, 
which ran thus :— 

O blest one, what honours have fallen to thee, 
hero, because of thy chastity ; 
ever shall aught be more of worth 
Than virtue unto the sons of earth ; 
For soon or late on the fear of God 
Goodly reward shall be bestowed. 
. [Stobaeus, Florilegium. ] 
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ARGUMENT 


Wuen the Heroes, who sailed in the ship Argo to bring 
home the Golden Fleece, came to the land of Colchis, 
they found that to nin that treasure was a deed passing 
the might of mortal man, so terribly was it guarded by 
monsters magical, even fire-breathing bulls and an un- 
sleeping dragon. But Aphrodite caused Medea the 
sorceress, daughter of Aeetes the king of the land, to 
love Jason ther captain, so that by her magic he over- 
came the bulls and the dragon. Then Jason took the 
Fleece, and Medea mithal, for that he had pledged him 
to wed her in the land of Greece. But as they fled, 
Absyrtus her brother pursued them mith a host of war, 
yet by Medea’s devising was he slain. So they came to 
the land of Iolcos, and to Pelias, who held the kingdom 
which was Jason's of right. But Medea by her magic 
wrought upon Pelias’ daughters so that they slew ther 
father. Yet by reason of men’s horror of the deed might 
not Jason and Medea abide tn the land, and they came to 
Corinth, But there all men rejoiced for the coming of a’ 
hero so mighty in war and a lady renowned for nisdom 
unearthly, for that Medea was grandchild of the Sun- 
god. But after ten years, Creon the king of the land 
spake to Jason, saying, “ Lo, I nill give thee my daughter 
to nife, and thou shalt reign after me, if thou milt 
put away thy nife Medea; but her and her two sons 
mill I banish from the land.” So Jason consented. 
And of this befell things strange and awful, which are 
told herein. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


NuRSE oF MEDEA’S CHILDREN. 
CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN. ! 
MEDEA. 

CHORUS OF CORINTHIAN LADIES. 
Creon, King of Corinth. 

JASON. 

ArceEvs, King of Athens. 
MESSENGER. 

CHILDREN OF MEDEA. 


The Scene is in fronf of Jason’s House at Corinth. 


1 Paedagogus.—A trusted servant, responsible for keeping the boys 
out of harm’s way: he was present at their sports, accompanied them to 
and from school, and never let them be out of his sight. A similar 
institution is familiar to Englishmen resident in India. 
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MEDEA 


Enter nurse of Medea’s Children. 


NURSE 
Woutp God that Argo’s hull had never flown 
Through those blue Clashing Rocks to Colchis- 
land, 
Nor that the axe-hewn pine in Pelion’s glens 
Ever had fallen, nor filled with oars the hands 
Of hero-princes, who at Pelias’ hest 
Quested the Golden Fleece! My mistress then, 
Medea, ne’er had sailed to Iolcos’ towers 
With love for Jason thrilled through all her soul, 
Nor had on Pelias’ daughters wrought to slay 
Their sire, nor now in this Corinthian land * 
Dwelt with her lord and children, gladdening 
By this her exile them whose land received her, 10 
Yea, and in all things serving Jason’s weal, 
Which is the chief salvation of the home, 
When wife stands not at variance with her lord. 


Now all is hatred: love is sickness-stricken. 

For Jason, traitor to his babes and her, 

My mistress, weddeth with a child of kings, 

Daughter of Creon ruler of the land. 

And, slighted thus, Medea, hapless wife, 

Cries on the oaths, invokes that mightiest pledge 20 
Of the right hand, and calls the Gods to witness 

What recompense from Jason she receives. 

Fasting, with limbs in grief’s abandonment 
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MEDEA 


Flung down, she weeps and wastes through all the 
days 

Since first she knew her lord’s wrong done to her, 
Never uplifting eye, nor turning ever 
From earth her face. No more than rock or sea-wave 
Hearkeneth she to friends that counsel her ; 
Saving at whiles, when, lifting her white neck, 30 
To herself she wails her father once beloved, 
Her land, her home, forsaking which she came 
Hither with him who holds her now contemned. 
Alas for her! she knows, by affliction taught, 
How good is fatherland unforfeited. 
She loathes her babes, joys not beholding them. 
And what she may devise I dread to think. 
Grim is her spirit, one that will not brook 
Mishandling: yea, I know her, and I fear 
Lest to her bridal bower she softly steal, 40 
And through her own heart thrust the whetted knife, 
Or slay the king and him that weds his child, 
And get herself some doom yet worse thereby ; 
For dangerous is she: who begins a feud 
With her, not soon shall sing the triumph-song. 
But lo, her boys, their racing-sport put by, 
Draw near, all careless of their mother’s wrongs, 
For the young heart loves not to brood in grief. 
Enter CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN, mith boys. 

CHILDREN'S GUARDIAN 
O ancient chattel of my mistress’ home, 
Why at the gates thus lonely standest thou, 50 
Thyself unto thyself discoursing ills? 
How wills Medea to be left of thee? 

NURSE 

O grey attendant thou of Jason’s sons, 
The hearts of faithful servants still are touched 
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By ill-betiding fortunes of their lords. 

For I have sunk to such a depth of grief, 
That yearning took me hitherward to come 
And tell to earth and heaven my lady’s plight. 


CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN 
Ceaseth not yet the hapless one from moan ? 


NURSE 
Cease !—her pain scarce begun, far from its height! 60 


CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN 
Ah fool !—if one may say it of his lords— 
Little she knoweth of the latest blow. 


NURSE 
What is it, ancient? Grudge not thou to tell me. 


z CHILDREN'S GUARDIAN 
Naught: I repent me of the word that ’scaped me. 
NURSE 
Nay, by thy beard, hide not from fellow-thrall— 
BH ene if need be, will I keep thereof. 


CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN 

I heaed: one saying—feigning not to hear, 

As I drew near the old stone seats, where sit 

The ancients round Peirene’s hallowed fount,— 
“‘Creon, this land’s lord, is at point to banish 70 
Mother and sons from soil Corinthian.”’ 

Howbeit, if the tale I heard be true 

I know not: fain were I it were not so. 


NURSE 

Will Jason brook such dealing with his sons, 

Though from their mother he be wholly estranged ? 
CHILDREN S GUARDIAN 

Old bonds of love are aye outrun by feet 

Of new :—no friend is he unto this house. 
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NURSE 
Ruined we are then, if we add fresh ill 
To old, ere lightened be our ship of this. 


CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN 


But thou—for ’tis not season that thy lady 80 
Should know—keep pan and speak not the 
tale. 
NURSE 


Hear, babes, what father this is unto you! 
I curse him—not: he is my master still: 
But to his friends he stands convict of baseness. 


CHILDREN 8 GUARDIAN 
What man is not? Hast learnt this only now, 
That no man loves his neighbour as himself? 
Good cause have some, with most ’tis greed of gain— 
As here: their sire for a bride’s sake loves not these. 


NURSE 
Pass in, dear children, for it shall be well. 
But thou, keep these apart to the uttermost : 90 
Bring them not nigh their mother angry-souled. 
For late I saw her glare, as glares a bull, 
' On these, as ‘twere for mischief; nor her wrath, 
I know, shall cease, until its lightning strike. 
To foes may she work ill, and not to friends ! 


MEDEA (behind the scenes) 
O hapless I! O miseries heaped on mine head! 
Ah me! ah me! would God I were dead ! 


NURSE 
Lo, darlings, the thing that I told you ! 
Lo the heart of your mother astir ! 
And astir is her anger: withhold you 100 
From her sight, come not nigh unto her. 
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MEDEA 


Haste, get you within: O beware ye 
Of the thoughts as a wild-beast brood, 
Of the nature too ruthless to spare ye 
In its desperate mood. 


Pass ye within now, departing 7 
With all speed. It is plain to discern 
How a cloud of lamenting, upstarting 
From its viewless beginnings, shall burn 
In lightnings of fury yet fiercer. 
What deeds shall be dared of that soul, 
So haughty, when wrong’s goads pierte her ; 
So hard to control ? 110 
[ Exeunt CHILDREN mtth GUARDIAN. 
MEDEA (behind the scenes) 
Woe! I have suffered, have suffered, foul wrongs that 
may waken, may waken 
Mighty lamentings full well! O ye children 
accursed from the womb, 
Hence to destruction, ye brood of a loathed one for- 
saken, forsaken ! [blackness of doom! 
Hence with your father, and perish our home in the 
NURSE 
Ah me, in the father's offences 
What part have the babes, that thine hate 
Should blast them ?—forlorn innocences, 
How sorely I fear for your fate ! 
How terrible princes’ moods are !— 
Long ruling, unschooled to obey, — 120 
Unforgiving, unsleeping their feuds are: 
Better life’s level way. 


Be it mine, if in greatness I may not, 
In quiet and peace to grow old.. | 
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Sweeter name than “The Mean” shall ye say not, 
And to taste it is sweetness untold. 
But to men never weal above measure 
Availed: on its perilous height 
The Gods in their hour of displeasure 
The heavier smite. 


Enter cuorus of Corinthtan Ladies. 


CHORUS 
I have hearkened the voice of the daughter of Colchis, 
the sound of the crying 
Of the misery-stricken ; nor yet is she stilled. Now 
the tale of her tell, 
Grey woman ; for moaned through the porch from 
her chamber the wail of her sighing ; 
And I cannot, I cannot be glad while the home in 
affliction is lying, 
The house I have loved so well. 


NURSE 
Home ?--home there is none: it hath vanished 
away : 
For my lord to a bride of the princes is thrall ; 
And my lady is pining the livelong day [sa say 
In her bower, and for naught that her friends’ lips 
On her heart may the dews of comfort fall. 


MEDEA (behsnd the scenes) 
Would God that the flame of the lightning from 
heaven descending, descending, 
Might burn through mine head !—for in living 
wherein any more is my gain? 
Alas and alas! Would God I might bring to an 
ending, an ending, 
The life that I loathe, and behind me might cast 
all its burden of pain ! 
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CHORUS 


O Zeus, Earth, Light, did ye hear her, (Str.) 


How waileth the woe-laden breath 
Of the bride in unhappiest plight ? 
What yearning for vanished delight, 
O passion-distraught, should have might 
To cause thee to wish death nearer— 
The ending of all things, death ? 
Make thou not for this supplication ! 
If thine husband hath turned and adored 
New love, {that estrangéd he is, ) 
O harrow thy soul not for this: 
It is Zeus that shall right thee, I wis. 
Ah, pine not in over-vexation 
Of spirit, bewailing thy lord ! 
MEDEA (behind the scenes) 
O Lady of Justice, O Artemis’ Majesty, see it, O see 
it— (lasting who tied 


150 


160 


Look on the wrongs that I suffer, by oaths ever- - 


The soul of. mine husband, that ne’er from the curse 
he might free it, nor free it 
From your vengeance! O may I behold him at 
last, even him and his bride, 
Them, and these halls therewithal, all. shattered in 
ruin, in ruin !— [despite ! 
Wretches, who dare unprovoked to do to Medea 
O father, O city, whom erst I forsook, for undoing, 
undoing, 
And for shame, when the blood of my brother I 
spilt on the path of my flight ! 
NURSE 
Do ye hear what she saith, and uplifteth her cry 
Unto Themis and Zeus, to the Suppliant’s King, 
Oath-steward of men that be born but to die? 
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O my lady will lay not her anger by 
Soon, making her vengeance a little thing. 
CHORUS 
(Ant.) 
If she would but come forth where we wait her, 
If she would but give ear to the sound 
Of our speech, that her spirit would learn 
From its fierceness of anger to turn, 
And her lust for revenge not burn! 
O ne’er may my love prove traitor, 
Never false to my friends be it found ! 


But go thou, and forth of the dwelling . 
Thy mistress hitherward lead : 
Say to her that friends be we all. 
O hasten, ere mischief befall 
The lords of the palace-hall ; 
For her grief, like a tempest upswelling, 
Resistless shall ruin-ward speed. 
NURSE 
I will do it: but almost my spirit despaireth 
To win her: yet labour of love shall it be. 
But my queen on her thralls as a mad bull glareth, 
Or a lioness couched mid her whelps, whoso dareth 
With speech to draw near her, so tameless is she. 


He should err not, who named the old singers in 
singing 
Not cunning, but left-handed bards, for their lays 
Did they frame for the mirth-tide, the festal in- 
bringing 
Of the wine, and the feast, when the harp-strings are 
ringing 
To sweeten with melody life’s sweet days. 
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MEDEA 


But the dread doom of mortals, the anguish heart- 
rending— [peace, 
Never minstrel by music hath breathed on them 
Nor by song with his harp-notes in harmony blending ; 
Albeit thereof cometh death’s dark ending 
Unto many a home that is wrecked by these. 


And yet were it surely a boon to bring healing 
Of sorrow to mortals with song; but in vain 
Mid the fulness of feasting ring voices clear-pealing, 
And the banquet itself hath a glamour, concealing 
From mortals their doom, flinging spells over pain. 
[East NURSE. 
CHORUS 
I have heard it, the sigh-laden cry of the daughter 
Of Colchis, the woe-shrilling anguish of wailing 
For the traitor to love who with false vows caught 


her (assailing * 


Who in strength of her wrongs chideth Heaven, 
The Oath-queen of Zeus, who with cords all-pre- 
vailing ~ [ water, 
Forth haled her, and brought her o’er star-litten 
Where the brine-mists hover o’er Pontus’ Key, 
Unto Hellas far over the boundless sea. 
Enter MEDEA. 
MEDEA 
Corinthian dames, I have come forth my doors 
Lest ye condemn me. Many I know are held 
Mis-proud—some, since they shrink from public gaze; 
Some, from their bearing to their fellow-men ; 
Some quiet lives for indolence are defamed ; 
For justice dwells not in the eyes of man, 
Who, ere he hath discerned his neighbour's heart, 
Hates him at sight, albeit nowise wronged. 
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A stranger must conform to the city’s wont ; 
Nor citizens uncondemned may flout their fellows, 
Like mannerless churls, a law unto themselves. 


But me—the blow ye wot of suddenly fell 
Soul-shattering. ‘Tis my ruin: I have lost 

All grace of life: I long to die, O friends, 

He, to know whom well was mine all in all, 

My lord, of all men basest hath become ! 

Surely, of creatures that have life and wit, : 
We women are of all unhappiest, 

Who, first, must buy, as buys the highest bidder, 
A husband—-nay, we do but win for our lives 

A master! Deeper depth of wrong is this. 
Here too is dire risk—will the lord we gain 

Be evil or good? Divorce ?—’tis infamy 

To us: we may not even reject a suitor !! 


Then, coming to new customs, habits new, 

One need be a seer, to know the thing unlearnt 
At home, what manner of man her mate shall be. 
And tf we learn our lesson, #f our lord 

Dwell with us, plunging not against the yoke, 
Happy our lot is; else—no help but death. 

For the man, when the home-yoke galls his neck, 
Goes forth, to ease a weary sickened heart 

By turning to some friend, some kindred soul : 
We to one heart alone can look for comfort. 


But we, say they, live an unperilled life 

At home, while they do battle with the spear— 
Unreasoning fools! Thrice would I under shield 
Stand, rather than bear childbirth-peril once. 


1 A Greek girl’s husband was chosen for her by her 


parents. 
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MEDEA 


But ah, thy story is not one with mine! 

Thine is this city, thine a father’s home, 

Thine bliss of life and fellowship of friends ; 

But I, lone, cityless, and outraged thus 

Of him who kidnapped me from foreign shores, 

Mother nor brother have I, kinsman none, 

For port of refuge from calamity. 

Wherefore I fain would win of thee this boon :— 

If any path be found me, or device, 

Whereby to avenge these wrongs ‘upon mine hus- 
band, 

On her who weds, on him who gives the bride, 

Keep silence. Woman quails at every peril, 

Faint-heart to face the fray and look on steel ; 

But when in wedlock-rights she suffers wrong, 

No spirit more bloodthirsty shall be found. 


_ CHORUS 
This will I; for ‘tis just that thou, Medea, 
Requite thy lord : no marvel thou dost grieve. 
But I see Creon, ruler of this land, 
Advancing, herald of some new decree. 
Enter CREON. 

CREON 
Black-lowering woman, wroth against thy lord, 
Medea, forth this land I bid thee fare 
An exile, taking thy two sons with thee ; 
And make no tarrying: daysman of this cause 
Am I, and homeward go I not again 
Ere from the land’s bounds I have cast thee forth. 


MEDEA 
Ah me! undone am I in utter ruin ! 
My foes crowd sail pursuing: landing-place 
Is none from surges of calamity. 
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Yet, howso wronged, one question will I ask— 
For what cause, Creon, dost thou banish me ? 
CREON 
I fear thee—need is none to cloak my words— 
Lest thou wreak cureless vengeance on my child. 
And to this dread do many things conspire : 
Wise art thou, cunning in much evil lore ; 
Chafed art thou, of thine husband’s couch bereft : 
I hear thou threatenest, so they bring me word, 
To wreak on sire, on bridegroom, and on bride 
Mischief. I guard mine head ere falls the blow.: 
Better be hated, woman, now of thee, . 
Than once relent, and sorely groan too late. 


MEDEA 
Not now first, Creon,—many a time ere now 
Rumour hath wronged and wrought me grievous 
. harm. 

Ne’er should the man whose heart is sound of 

wit - 

Let teach: his sons more visiom than the herd. 
They-are ‘burdened with unprofitable lore, 

And spite and envy of other folk they earn. 

For, if thou bring strange wisdom unto dullards, 
Useless shalt thou be counted, and not wise: 

And, if thy~fame outshine those heretofore 

Held wise, thou shalt be odious in men’s eyes. 
Myself too in this fortune am partaker. 

Of some my wisdom wins me jealousy, 

Some count me spiritless ; outlandish some ; 
Unsocial some. Yet no deep lore is mine. 

And thou, thou fear’st me, lest I work thee 

harm. | 
Not such am I—O Creon, dread not me— 
That against princes I should dare transgress. 
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How hast thou wronged me? Thou hast given thy 
child 

To whomso pleased thee. But—lI hate mine husband ; 310 

So, doubtless, this in prudence hast thou done. 

Nay, but I grudge not thy prosperity. 

Wed ye, and prosper. But in this your land 

Still let me dwell: for 1, how wronged soe’er, 

Will hold my peace, o’ermastered by the strong. 


CREON 
Soft words to hear !—but in thine inmost heart, 
I fear, thou plottest mischief all the while ; 
And all the less I trust thee than before. 
The vehement-hearted woman—yea, or man— 
Is easier watched-for than the silent-cunning. 320 
Nay, forth with all speed: plead me pleadings none ; 
For this is stablished: no device hast thou 
To bide with us, who art a foe to me. 

MEDEA (clasping his feet) 

Nay,—by thy knees, and by the bride, thy child! 


CREON 
Thou wastest words; thou never shalt prevail. 
MEDEA 
Wilt drive me forth, respecting naught my prayers ? 
CREON 
Ay: more I love not thee than mine own house. 
MEDEA 
My country! O, I call thee now to mind ! 
3 CREON 
Ay, next my children, dear to me is Corinth. 
MEDEA 
Alas ! to mortals what a curse is love ! 330 
CREON 


Blessing or curse, I trow, as fortune falls. 
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MEDEA 
Zeus, Zeus, forget not him who is cause of this ! 


CREON 


Hence, passionate fool, and rid me of my ‘trouble. 


MEDEA 


Troubled am I ; new troubles need I none. 
CREON 
Soon shal, thou be by servants’ hands thrust out. 
_ MEDEA 
Nay—nay—not this, O Creon, I implore ! 
CREON 
So, woman, thou, it seems, wilt make a coil. 
MEDEA '° 
I will flee forth :—not this the boon I crave. 
e CREON 


Why restive then ?—why rid not Corinth of thee ? 


MEDEA 
Suffer me yet to tarry this one day, 
And somewhat for our exile to take thought, 
And find my babes a refuge, since their sire 
Cares naught to make provision for his sons. 
Compassionate these—a father too art thou 
Of children—meet it is thou show them grace. 
Not for myself I fret, if I be banished : 
For them in their calamity I mourn. 


CREON 
My spirit least of all is tyrannous. 
Many a plan have my relentings marred : 
And, woman, now I know I err herein, 


Yet shalt thou win this boon. But I forewarn thee, 


If thee the approaching Sun-god’s torch behold 
Within this country’s confines with thy sons, 
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Thou diest :—-the word is said that shall not lie. 
Now, if remain thou must, remain one day— 
Too short ag thee to do the deeds I dread. [ Fait. 
CHORUS 
O hapless thou ! 
Woe’s me for thy misery, woe for the trouble ‘and 
anguish that meet thee ! 
Whitherward wilt thou turn thee ?>—what welcoming 
hand mid the strangers shall greet thee? 
What home or what land to receive thee, deliver- 
ance from evils to give thee, 360 
Wilt thou find for thee now? 
How mid surge of despair to o’erwhelm thee in ruin 
God’s hand on thine helm 
Hath steered, O Medea, thy prow! 


MEDEA 
Wronged—wronged by God and man! Who shall 
gainsay ? 
But is it mere despair ?>—deem not so yet. 
Bridegroom and bride grim wrestlings yet await ; 
Nor troubles light abide these marriage-makers. 
Dost think that I had cringed to yon man ever, 
Except to gain some gain, or work some wile? 
Nor word nor touch of hand had I vouchsafed him! 370 
But to such height of folly hath he come, 
_ That, when he might forestall mine every plot 
By banishment, this day of grace he grants me 
To stay, wherein three foes will I lay dead, 
The father, and the daughter, and mine husband. 
And, having for them many paths of death, 
Which first to take in hand I know not, friends— 
To fire yon palace midst their marriage-feast, 
Or to steal softly to their bridal-bower, [ knife. 
And through their two hearts thrust the whetted 380 
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Yet one thing bars the way—if I be found 
Crossing the threshold of the house and plotting, 
Die shall I mid the mocking laughter of foes. 


Best the sure path, wherein my nature's cunning 

Excels, by poisons to destroy them—yea. 

Now, grant them dead: what city will receive 
me, . 

What host vouchsafe a land of refuge, home 

Secure, and from the avenger shield my life? 

There is none. Tarrying then a little space, 

If any tower of safety shall appear, 390 

These deaths by guile and silence will I compass ; 

But if misfortune drive me desperate forth, 

Myself will grip the sword,—yea, though I die,— 

Aud slay, and dare the strong hand’s_ reckless 
deed. 


Ah, by the Queen of Night, whom I revere 

Above all, and for fellow-worker chose, 

Hecate, dweller by mine hearth’s dark shrine, 

None, none shall vex my soul, and rue it not. 

Bitter and woeful bridal will I give them, 

Bitter troth-plight and banishing of me. 400 
e 


Up then !—spare naught of all thy sorcery-lore, 

Medea, of thy plotting and contriving ; 

On to the dread deed! Now is need of daring. 

Look on thy wrongs: thou must not make derision 

For sons of Sisyphus, for Jason’s bride,— 

Thou, sprung from royal father, from the Sun ! 

Thou know’st the means. I prove me woman 
indeed ! 

Men say we are most helpless for all good, 

But of dark deeds most cunning fashioners. 
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CHORUS 
(Str. 1.) 
Upward and back to their fountains the sacred rivers 
are stealing ; [confusion : 


Justice is turned to injustice, the order of old to 
The thoughts of the hearts of men are treachery 
wholly, and, reeling [become a delusion. 
From its ancient foundations, the faith of the Gods is 
Everywhere change !—even me men’s voices hence- 
¢ forth shall honour ; | 
My life shall be sunlit with glory; for woman the 
old-time story [be upon her. 
Is ended, the slanders hoary no more shall as chains 
(Ant. 1) 
And the strains of the singers of old generations for 
shaime shall falter, [faithlessness ever. 
Which sang evermore of the treason of woman, her 
Alas, that our lips are not touched with the fire of 
song from the altar 
Of Phoebus, the Harper-king, of the inspiration- 
iver ! [ringing 
Else had I lifted my voice in challenge of song high- 
Unto men: for the roll of the ages shall find for 
the poet-sages . [their singing. 
Proud woman-themes for their pages, heroines worthy 
(Str. 2) 
But thou from the ancient home didst sail over 
leagues of foam, [sawest dispart, 
On-sped by a frenzied heart, and the sea-gates 
The Twin Rocks. Now, in the land 
Of the stranger, thy doom is to waken 
To a widowed couch, and forsaken 
Of thy lord, and woe-overtaken, 
To be cast forth shamed and banned. 
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(Ant. 2) 
Disannulled is the spell of the oath: no shame for 
the broken troth [flight hath it ta’en. 
In Hellas the wide doth remain, but heavenward its 
No home of a father hast thou 440 
For thine haven when trouble-storms lower. 
Usurped is thy bridal bower 
Of another, in pride of her power, 
Ili-starred, overqueening thee now. 
Enter JASON. 7 
JASON 
Not now first, nay, but ofttimes have I marked 
What desperate mischief is a froward spirit. 
Thou mightest stay in Corinth, in these halls, 
Bearing unfractiously thy rulers’ pleasure, 
Yet for wild whirling words banished thou art. 450 
Me they vex not—cease never, an thou wilt, 
Clamouring, “ Jason is of men most base !” 
But, for thy railing on thy rulers, count it 
All gain, that only exile punisheth thee. 
For me—lI have striven long to appease the wrath 
Of kings incensed : fain would I thou shouldst stay. 
But thou rein’st not thy folly, speaking still 
Evil of dignities ; art therefore banished. 
Yet, for all this, not wearied of my friends, 
With so much forethought come I for thee, lady, 460 
That, banished with thy babes, thou lack not gold, 
Nor aught beside; for exile brings with it 
Hardships full many. Though thou hatest me, 
Never can I bear malice against thee. 
MEDEA 
Caitiff of caitiffs !—blackest of reproaches 
My tongue for thine unmanliness can frame— 
Com’st thou to me—dost come, most hateful proved 
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To heaven, to me, to all the race of men? 

This is not daring, no, nor courage this, 

To wrong thy friends, and blénch not from their eyes, 470 

But, of all plagues infecting men, the worst, 

Even shamelessness. And yet ’tis well thou cam’st, 

For I shall ease the burden of mine heart 

Reviling thee, and thou be galled to hear. 

And with the first things first will I begin. 

_ I saved thee : this knows every son of Greece 

That stepped with thee aboard thine Argo’s hull, 

Thee, sent to quell the flame-outbreathing bulls 

With yoke-bands, and to sow the tilth of death. 

The dragon, warder of the Fleece of Gold, 480 

That sleepless kept it with his manifold coils, 

I slew, and raised deliverance-light for thee. 

Myself forsook my father and mine home, 

And to Iolcos under Pelion came 

With thee, more zealous in thy cause than wise. 

Pelias I slew by his own children’s hands— 

Of all deaths worst,—and dashed their house to ruin. 

Thus dealt with, basest of all men, by me, 

For a new bride hast thou forsaken me, 

Though I had borne thee children! Wert thou 
childless, 490 

Not past forgiving were this marriage-craving. 

But faith of oaths hath vanished. 1 know not 

Whether thou deem’st the olden Gods yet rule, 

Or that new laws are now ordained for men ; 

For thine heart speaks thee unto me forsworn. : 

Out on this right hand, which thou oft wouldst 
clasp,— 

These ie !__I was polluted by the touch 
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Of a base man, thus frustrate of mine hopes ! 
Come, as a friend will I commune with thee— 


Yet what fair dealing should I hope from thee ?— 


Yet will I: questioned, baser shalt thou show. 
Now, whither turn I ?>—to my father’s house, 

My land ?—which I betrayed, to flee with thee ! 
To Pelias’ hapless daughters? Graciously 

Their father’s slayer would they welcome home! 
For thus it is—a foe am I become 

To mine own house: no quarrel I had with those 


With whom I have now a death-feud for thy 


sake. 
For all this hast thou made me passing-blest 
Midst Hellas’ daughters! Oh, in thee have I—- 
O wretched I !—a wondrous spouse and leal, 
Since from the land cast forth I pass to exile - 
Forlorn of friends, alone with children lone. 
A proud reproach for our new bridegroom this— 
“In poverty his babes, his saviour, wander !” 
O Zeus, ah wherefore hast thou given to men | 
Plain signs for gold which is but counterfeit, 
But no assay-mark nature-graven shows 
On man’s form, to discern the base withal ? 


CHORUS 
Awful and past all healing is that wrath 
When they that once loved clash in feud of hate. 


JASON 
Needs must I be not ill at speech, meseems, 
But, like the careful helmsman of a ship, 
With close-reefed canvas run before the gale, 
Woman, of thy tempestuous-railing tongue. 
I —for thy kindness tower-high thou pilest— 
Deem Cypris saviour of my voyaging, 
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Her, and none other or of Gods or men. 

Thou art subtle of wit—nay, but ungenerous 

It were to tell how Love, by strong compulsion 530 
Of shafts unerring, made thee save my life. 

Yet take I not account too strict thereof ; 

For, in that thou didst save me, thou didst well. 
Howbeit, more hast thou received than given 

From my deliverance, as my words shall prove :— 

First, then, in Hellas dwell’st thou, in the stead 

Of land barbaric, knowest justice, learnest 

To live by law without respect of force ; 

And all the Greeks have heard thy wisdom’s fame. 
Renown is thine; but if on earth’s far bourn 540 
Thou dwelledst yet, thou hadst not lived in story. 

Now mine be neither gold mine halls within, 

Nor sweeter song be mine than Orpheus sang, 

If my fair fortune be to fame unknown. 


Thus far of my great labours have I spoken,— 

This challenge to debate didst thou fling down :— 

But, for thy railings on my royal marriage, 

Herein will I show, first, that wise I was ; 

Then, temperate; third, to thee the best of 
friends 

And to my children—nay, but hear me out. _ 550 


When I came hither from Iolcos-land 

With many a desperate fortune in my train, - 
What happier treasure-trove could I have found 
Than to wed—I, an exile—with a princess ? 
Not—where it galls thee—loathing couch of thine, 
And for a new bride smitten with desire, 

Nor eager I to multiply mine offspring :-— 

Suffice these born to me: no fault in them : 

But that—this chiefly—we might live in honour, 
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And be not straitened,—for I know full well 560 

How all friends from the poor man stand aloof,— 

And I might nurture as beseems mine house 

Our sons, and to these born of thee beget 

Brethren, and, knitting in one family all, 

Live happy days. Thou, what wouldst thou or 
children ? 

But me it profits, through sons to be born 

To help the living. Have I planned so ill? 

Not thou wouldst say it, save for jealousy’s sting. 


But ye—ye women—so unreasoning are , 
That, wedlock-rights untrespassed-on, all’s well ; 570 
But, if once your sole tenure be infringed, 
With the best, fairest lot are ye at feud 
Most bitter. Would that mortals otherwise 
Could get them babes, that womankind were not, 
And so no curse had lighted upon men. 
CHORUS 
Words, Jason, words, tricked out full cunningly! 
Yet to me—though I speak not to thy mind— 
Unjust thou seem’st, betraying thus thy wife. 
MEDEA 
Not as the world thinks think I oftentimes ; 
Nay, to my thought, a villain’s artful tongue 580 
Doubles the hurt his villainy doth to him: 
So sure his tongue can gloze the wrong, he grows 
Reckless in sin—a mere fool’s wisdom this. 


Then be not thou, as touching me, fair-seeming 

And crafty-tongued: one word shall overthrow thee : 

Thou shouldst, wert thou not base, have wed this 
bride 

With my consent, not hid it from thy friends. 
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JASON 

Ay, this my purpose nobly hadst thou helped, 

Had I a marriage named, who even now 

Canst not refrain thy heart’s exceeding wrath! — «590 


MEDEA 
Not this thine hindrance, but the alien wife 
No crown of honour was as eld drew on. 


, JASON 
Now know this well—not for the woman’s sake 
I wed the royal bride whom I have won, 
But, as I said, of my desire to save 
Thee, and beget seed royal, to my sons 
Brethren, and for mine house a tower of strength. 


MEDEA 
No prosperous life ‘neath sorrow’s cloud for me, 
Nor weal, with thorns aye rankling in mine heart ! 


JASON 
Know’st how to change thy prayer, and wiser 
show ? 600 
May thy good never seem to thee thy grief ; 
Nor in fair fortune deem thy lot misfortune. 
MEDEA 
O yea, insult! Thou hast a refuge, thou ; 
But desolate I am banished from this land. 
| JASON 
Thyself hast chosen this: blame none beside. 
MEDEA 
I ?—sooth, by wedding and betraying thee ! 
"JASON 
By cursing princes with an impious curse. 
MEDEA 
Ay—and to thine house hast thou found me a curse ! 
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cot & ovK apéoxet Taya’, arr avdadia 
dirous arwbet: Toryap adyuvel mov" 


MHAEIA 
X@ per Two00w yap Tis VEoOuNTOU KOPNS 
aipel Xpoviteov @MaTOV eFwrrtos: | 
vuppev ’ lows yap, ovv Gee & elonoeTa, 
yapets ToLtovTOv Mate a apvetaBat yapov. 


XOPOZ 
Epwres vmép ev ayav | oTp. a 
éNMovtes ovK evdokiav 
ovo apeTay TrapédwKay 
avi pact" et & ads érBor 
Kumprs, ovK anna Geos edxapts ovTwsS. 
paTor @ OéoTrow’, em’ éyot 
Xpucéwv TOEwY eheins 
imép@ Ypicac adv«tov oicrtov. 


MEDEA 
JASON 
With thee no more I wrangle touching this. 
But if, or for the children or thyself, 610 
For help in exile thou wilt take my gold, 
Speak : ready am I to give with hand ungrudging, 
And send guest-tokens which shall find thee friends. 
If this thou wilt not, foolish shalt thou be : 
Refrain wrath, and advantaged shalt thou be. 
MEDEA 
Thy friends !—nothing will I of friends of thine. 
No whit will I receive, nor offer thou. 
No profit is there in a villain’s gifts. 
JASON 
In any wise I call the Gods to witness 
That all help would I give thee and thy sons ; 620 
But thy good likes thee not: thy stubborn pride 
Spurns friends : the more thy grief shall therefore be. 
[ Facet, 
MEDEA 
Away !—impatience for the bride new-trapped. 
Consumes thee loitering from her bower afar! 
Wed: for perchance—and God shall speed the 
word— 
Thine shall be bridal thou wouldst fain renounce. 
CHORUS 
(Str. 1) 
Love bringeth nor honour nor profit to men when it 
cometh restraining [raining 
Not its unscanted excess: but if Cypris, in measure 630 
Her joy, cometh down, there is none other 
Goddess so winsome as she. 
Not upon me, O Queen, do thou aim from thy bow 
all-golden [—not on me! 
The arrow desire-envenomed that none may avoid 
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MHAEIA 


4 1 P / 4 > / 
oTeyo. o€ pe TwHpoovva, avT. a 
S@pnua KdddoTov Dear: 
4 > 9 / > 
pNd€é TOT apptdNoyous op- 
yas akopeoTa TE vEeiKN 
Oupov éxtrrAnFao’ érépots emt N€KTpPOLS 
640 mpoa Baro devva Kvarpis, a- 
mroremous © evvas aeBilova’ 
o-vdpwr Kpivoe AéyN yuvatkov. 


® Tatpis, @ Sopata, m1) otp. B 
b9T airods yevoipav 
Top dpnxavias éxovca 
dvoTépatov aiov , 
OLKTPOTATOV AXEWD. 
Javate Oavat@ tdpos dapeinv 
dpépay Tavd éEavicaca’ p0- 
650 yOwv & ove adros drrepOev 7 
yas tratpias otépecOat. 


eldopev, oun €& érépwv avt. B 
pvOov exw ppacacbar 7 
\ \ > 3 ls 
G€ Yap ov TONS, ov dhirwv Tis 
axticev TaVodcay 
etvoTatov Tabéwy. 
? lA > of 4 
axaptatos Xo btw TapEcTt 
\ / A \ ? 4 
660 Ln hirous Tepav xkalapav avot- 
Eavta Krnda ppevav: épol 
bev hiros obtroT ora. 
AITETS 
aA A / 
Mydera, yaipe: tovde yap Tpootmtov 
, 3 \ 3 a / 
KAaNALOV OSES Olde TPOTHavElV hirous. 


1 Wecklein: for MSS. crépyo:, ‘‘ befriend me.” 
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MEDEA 


(Ant. 1) 
But let Temperance shield me, the fairest of gifts of 
the Gods ever-living : (unforgiving, 


Nor ever with passion of jarring contention, nor feuds 
In her terrors may Love’s Queen visit me, smiting 
with maddened unrest 


For a couch mismated my soul; but the peace of the 


bride-bed be holden | [bonds that be best. 
In honour of her, and her keen eyes choose for us 
(Str. 2) 


O fatherland, O mine home, 
Not mine be the exile’s doom ! 
Into poverty’s pathways hard to be trod may my feet 
not be guided ! 
Most piteous anguish were this. 
By death—O by death ere then may the conflict of 
life be decided, [land divided— 
Ended be life’s little day! Tobe thus from the nome: 
No pang more bitter there is. 
(Ant 2) 
We have seen, and it needeth naught 
That of others herein we be taught : 
For thee not a city, for thee not a friend hath 
compassionated 
When affliction most awful is thine. 
But he, who regardeth not friends, accursed may he 
perish, and hated, [ hapless- fated— 
‘ Who opes not his heart with sincerity’s key to the 
Never such shall be friend of mine. 
Enter AEGEUS. 
AEGEUS 
Medea, joy to thee !-—for fairer greeting 
None knoweth to accost his friends withal. 
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MHAEIA 


MHAEIA 
@ Yaipe Kai av, Tai codov Ilavédiovos, 
3 A A A A > 93 A 4 
Aiyed. rodev yhs THOS ertatpwda rédov ; 
AITETS 
PoiBov tranaov exrTTOV YpnaoTpLov. 
MHAEIA 
’ 9 a 
TiS opdharov ys Oeomimddv éorarns ; 
AITETS 
4 b A f > so , / 
TaLowy €pEevvav oTéepp GTWS YEVvOLTO [LOL. 
MHAEIA 
A a 3 
670 mpos Oeav, atrats yap Sedp’ del teivers Biov ; 
AITET 
Ww / b / , V4 
através éopev Saipovos Twos TUYN. 
MHAEIA 
Sdpaptos ovens,  Néyous Aretpos wv ; 
AITET 
3 ’ \ 7 A ” / 
~ OUK ecpev Eevvns aCuryes yapnrtLov. 
| MHAEIA 
ti dnta DoiBos eiré cor waidwv rrépt ; 
AITETS 
9 be ” 
copwrtep i) Kat avopa cupParety én. 
MHAEIA , 
a 3 fa) 
Oépis péev Hpas xpnopov eidévat Oeod ; 
AITETS 
4 > , a ra] 
pantoT , émret Tor Kal codns Settar Ppevos. 
MHAEIA 
a? > / 
ti Ont expnoe ; réEov, et O€pts KAverv. 
AITET 
b A \ MA \ re) f 
aoKkov pe TOV TPOVKXOVTA 1) AVaAaL 1dda, 
MHAEIA 
b 
680 mpi av ti dpaans H tiv éEixn yOova ; 
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MEDEA 


MEDEA 
Joy to thee also, wise Pandion’s son, 
Aegeus. Whence art thou journeying through this 


land ? | 
AEGEUS 
Leaving the ancient oracle of Phoebus. 
MEDEA 
Why didst thou fare to earth’s prophetic navel? 
AEGEUS 
To ask how seed of children might be mine. 
MEDEA 
’Fore Heaven !—aye childless is thy life till now? 670 
AEGEUS 
Childless I am, by chance of some God’s will. 
MEDEA 
This, with a wife, or knowing not the couch? 
AEGEUS 
Nay, not unyoked to wedlock’s bed am I. 
MEDEA 
Now what to thee spake Phoebus touching issue ? 
AEGEUS 
Deep words of wisdom not for ma& to interpret. 
MEDEA 
Without sin might I know the God’s reply ? 
AEGEUS 
O yea—good sooth, it asks a wise wit most. 
MEDEA 
What said he? Say, if sin be not to hear. 
AEGEUS 
“ Toose not the wine-skin’s forward-jutting foot’ — 
MEDEA 


Till thou shouldst do what thing, or reach what land? 680 
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MHAEIA 


| AITET 
\ A ? iy e 4 f 
Tpiv av Tatpwav avOis Eotiav pone: 
MHAEIA 
aud ws Tt ypnlwv THvde paeteRe: yOova ; 
AITET 
TlirOevs tes ote ys ava& Tporfnvias. 
MHAEIA 
TAS, WS Aéyouat, IéXozros edoeBtoraros. 
AITETS 
TovT@ Oeod pavtTevpa Kotvaoat Oéro. 
MHAEIA 
coos yap avip Kal tpiBwv ta Tordde. 
| AITET= 
Kapol ye TavtTwv pirtatos SopvEévwr. 
MHAEIA | 
b >] bf / \ / 4 2 A 
GNX EVTVYOLNS KAL TUXOLS OTWD Epas. 
AITETS 
/ \ \ bd , / > of 
Ti yap cov dupa Xpas Te cuvTéTHY de ; 
MHAEIA 
690 Alyed, KdKioTtos ote pot TWAVTWY TOGLSs. 
AITEY= 
ti bs ; cadBs por cas ppdcov dvabupias. 
MHAEIA 
“A a 4 
adixet wp laowy ovdév é& éuov T1radov. 
AITET= 
, a 4 , 4 
ti xphpa Spacas ; ppdve por cadpéotepov. 
MHAEIA 
a > sf C A f 4 4 
yuvaix éb npiv decor Sopwv Eyer. 
AITETS . 
9 f > y / 
7) TOU TETOAMNK Epryov alaytaTov TOOE ; 
MHAEIA 


aad ia® atipot & éopev of pd Tod ido. 
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MEDEA 


AEGEUS 
"Vill to the hearth ancestral back thou come.” 
MEDEA | 
And thou, what wouldst thou sailing to this shore? 
AEGEUS 
There is one Pittheus, king of Troezen he, — 
MEDEA ; 
A man most pious, Pelops’ son, they say. 
_ AEGEUS 
To him the God’s response I fain would tell. 
MEDEA 
Yea—a wise man, who hath much skill therein. 
AEGEUS 
Yea, and my best-belovéd spear-ally. 
7 MEDEA 
Now prosper thou, and win thine heart’s desire. 
AEGEUS 
Why droops thine eye >— why this wan-wasted hue? 
MEDEA 
Aegeus, of all men basest is mine husband. 690 
AEGEUS  ~ 
What say’st thou? Clearly tell me thine heart’s pain. 
MEDEA 
He wrongs me—Jason, never wronged of me. 
AEGEUS 
What hath he done? More plainly tell it out. 
MEDEA 
Another wife he takes, his household’s queen. 
AEGEUS 
Ha! hath he dared in truth this basest deed ? 
MEDEA 


Yea: I am now dishonoured, once beloved. 


337 
VOL. IV. Z 


700 


710 


338 


MHAEIA 


AITETS 
\ 
motepov épacGels, 7) cov éyOaipwv réxos ; 
. MHAEIA 
peyay y Epwra: miatos ovK edu didross. 
AITETS 
v yy e f > \ 4 
LT@ VUV, ELTTED WS NEYELS EDTLY KAKOS. 
| MHAEIA 
A A > a 
avdpav Tupavvev Kjdos npacOn AaBeiv. 
AITEYS 
A 4 4 
didwat & abt@ tis ; Tépawé pot Adyov. 
MHAEIA 
aA a. , 
Kpéwv, ds adpxet thade ys KopivOias. 
} AITETS 
\ \ w+ an / 
TvYYVWOTA Mev TaD HV GE AUTrELTOaL, YUVAL. 
MHAEIA 
f > f 
dAwra* Kal mpos y éEeAavvopar yOoves. 
AITET 
n 4Q>) of: 
WTpos TOV ; TOO ANNO KaLWoV av A€yeLS KAKOD. 
MHAEIA 
> A 
Kpéwv pw éXNavver duydda ys KopuvOtas. 
AITETS 
a” > i } 4, XON a > 9 / 
éa 8 ‘ldowy ; 0065é Tair’ érnveca. 
MHAEIA 


oye pev ovyi, Kaptepeiv Sé BovActat. 
aX avTopai oe THadE Tpos yeverdbos 
yovdTwv TE TOV TOV iKkegia TE yiryvomat, 
olxTetpov olxTerpov pe THY dvadaipova, 
Kal un mh épnpov éexrecodaar eiaidys, 
déEar dé yopa nat Sopors épéotiov. 
oUTWS Epws aol pds Dewy TEXEaHOpOS 
yévotTo Traidwv, KavTos dABtos Oavors. 


MEDEA 


AEGEUS 
Another love was this ?—or hate of thee ?- 


MEDEA 
Love ?—deep and high his love is !—traitor in love ! 


AEGEUS 
Away with him, if he be base as this! 


MEDEA 
His love was for affinity with princes. 


AEGEUS-- 
Who giveth him his daughter? Tell me all. 


MEDEA 
Creon, who ruleth this Corinthian land. 


AEGEUS 
Sooth, lady, reason was that thou shouldst grieve. 


MEDEA 
"Tis death to me! Yea, also am I banished. 


AEGEUS 
Of whom? A monstrous wrong thou namest now ! 


MEDEA 
Creon from Corinth driveth me an exile. 


ABGEUS 
Doth Jason suffer this P—I count it shame! 


MEDEA 
In pretence, no—yet O, he bears it well ! 
But I beseech thee, lo, thy beard I touch,— 
I clasp thy knees, thy suppliant am I now :— 
Pity, O pity me the evil-starred, 
And see me not cast forth to homelessness : 
Receive to a hearth-place in thy land, thine halls. 
So by heaven’s blessing fruitful be thy love 
In children, and in death thyself be blest. 
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“MHAEIA 


eUpnua 8 ovK oo” olov nopneas T00E" 
TAavTw be o évT atraiba Kat Taidwv yovas 
aomeipat ce Onow: Todd olda dappaxa. 


AITETS . 
TOAGY EKaTe THVvOE co. Oovvar xapw, 
yuvat, mpodupos GL fut, Tpara peev Jeav, 
érrerTa Taidwv a @v emraryryédnet youas" 
€l$ TOUTO yap 57) ppoddos ely Tas eyo. 
[obra & exer poe cov pev éNovans yOova,. 
merpacouat cov tpokeveiv Sixatos wv. | 
TOT OV rye pevToL ToL Tpornpaiver, yuvat' 
éx Those pev yas ov ao ayew BovAncopat: 
aurn & éavirep els enous EXOns Sopous, 
pevets davdos Kov oe pn pea TWh. 
éx Tiobe Oy avn ys amaddaooov 1Tooa" 
avaitios yap Kat Eévors eivar Oédw. 


MHAEIA 
éxtat TAO" GANA TiaTIS Eb YEéVOLTO [OL 
TOUTMY, ExXoL av TdvTa Tpos TéEev KANDS. 
AITETS 
Hav ov TérolOas ; } Ti cot TO SuvaxXeEpés ; 
MHAEIA 
mérroba* Iledtov o ex Opes € éoTi joe Sopos 
Kpéwv TE’ TOUTOLS 8, opxiowee pev Curyeis, 
dryouow ov pede’ av ex yatas eye: 
ovyors 6 cup Bas, Kat Oeav GV@{L0T 05, 
diros yevor av KATELKN PUKE UAT L 
Tax” a av iB oro: Tapa pev yap aabevi, 
tots 0 6ABos éote Kai Sopuos TUpavyiKos~ 


1 Wyttenbach: for MSS. od. 


MEDEA 


Thou know’st not what good fortune thou hast 
found ; ; 

For I will end thy childlessness, will cause 

Thy seed to grow to sons ; such charms I know. 


AEGEUS 
For many causes am | minded, lady, 
This grace to grant thee: for the Gods’ sake first; 720 
Then, for thy promise of a seed of sons ; 
For herein Aegeus’ name is like to die. 
But thus it is—if to my land thou come, 
I will protect thee all I.can: my right 
Is this ; but I forewarn thee of one thing— 
Not from this land to lead thee I consent ; 
But, if thou reachest of thyself mine halls, 
Safe shalt thou bide ; to none will I yield thee. 
But from this land thou must thyself escape ; 
For even to strangers blameless will I be. 730 


MEDEA 
So be it. Yet, were oath-pledge given for this 
To me, then had I all I would of thee. 


AEGEUS 
Ha, dost not trust me ?—or at what dost stumble ? 


| MEDEA 
I trust thee ; but my foes are Pelias’ house 
And Creon. Oath-bound, thou couldst never yield me 
To these, when they would drag me from the land. 
Hadst thou but promised, to the Gods unpledged, 
Thou mightest turn their friend, might’st lightly 


yield 
To herald-summons. Strengthless is my cause : 
Wealth is on their side, and a princely house. 740 
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MHAKEIA 


AIFETS 
TOAAHY EreEas ev AOYOLS mpounOiav 
GX et Soxet cot, Spay Tad ovK adbiotrapat. 
éwot Te yap TAO éeoTiv dodadéotatTa, 
oxippiv tiv éxOpois cots Exovra Secxvovat, 
TO GOV T Gpape pardov: eEnyod Oeovs. 
MHAEIA 
éuvu trédov IAs ratrépa 0" HXov tratpos 
Toupov, Oew@y te cuvTileis atrav yévos. 


AITETS 
, A , A , \ 4 4 
Ti Xpipa Spacew 7 Ti pn Spacer ; rérye. 
MHAEIA 
/_» > \ 3 A A vw 9 9 A 
MNT autos ex YS ons Ew exParety tote, 
pnt adXos Hv Tis TOV Euav ExOpav aryev 
xpntn, peOnoew Cav éxovcio TpoTe. 
AITEYS 
A ¢e bd 
dpvupt Taiav “HrLov C’ayvov céBas } 
Qeovs Te TdvTas éupeveiy & gov KAVY. 
MHAEIA 
9 a / > of lo! \ 9 A 4 
apket TLS Spx@ TebE UH "pwwevov Tafots ; 
AITETS 
A nan aA , “A 
& totat dvaceBovat yiyvetar Bpotav. 
MHAEIA 
/ ” 
Yaipwv Topevou: TavTa yap Karas exeu. 
KaY@ TOMY onV ws TaxLoT aditopuat, 
wpdtao & péddw Kal Tvyotc’ & Bovropat. 
XOPO 
D» <e A 
arrd « 0 Matias troptraios avaké 
meddoete Oopots, OV T eTrivotay 


1 Porson: MSS. vary between Aauxpdy gas and ¢dos. 
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MEDEA 


AEGEUS 

Foresight exceeding, lady, in thy words. 

Yet, if this be thy will, I draw not back. 

Yea, for myself is this the safest course, 

To have a plea to show unto thy foes ; 

And firmer stands thy cause. The Oath-gods name. 


MEDEA 
Swear by Earth’s plain, and by my father’s father, 
The Sun, and join the Gods’ whole race thereto. 


AEGEUS 
That 1 will do or not do—what? Say on. 
MEDEA 
Never thyself to cast me forth thy land, 
Nor, if a foe of mine would hale me thence, 750 
To yield me willingly up, while thou dost live. 
AEGEUS 


By Earth, the Sun’s pure majesty, and all 
The Gods, I swear to abide by this thou hast said. 


MEDEA 
Enough. For broken troth what penalty ? 
AEGEUS 
The worst that scourgeth God-despising men. 
MEDEA 


Pass on thy way rejoicing : all is well. 
I too will come with all speed to thy burg, 
When mine intent is wrought, my wish attained. 
[ Extt aEGEvs. 
CHORUS : 
Now the Scion of Maia, the Wayfarer’s King, 

Bring thee safe to thine home, and the dream of 

thine heart, _ 760 
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MHAEIA 


omevoels KaTéyov mpdkeas, émet 
ryevvatos avnp, 
Alyed, map éwol deddxnoa. 
MHAEIA 
@ Zev Aicn TE Znvos ‘HXiou Te pos, 
vov Kaddivixot TOV Emav ex O par, pirat, 
yevna operOa, KELS odov BeBjapev: 
vov eMmis éxOpous TOUS EHOUS TioeL Sinn. 
OUTOS yap avnp 7 padiot éK a LVOMeEV 
Aca TEPAVTAL TOV EU@V Bovreupdtov 
éx TODS avarpoper Oa. TpPULUYATHVY KdAwD, 
ponovres dorty Kal (TOALo pa TladAdéos. 
non O€ TravTa Tapa cot Bovrevparta 
née SéXou | dé pn. T pos mdovny NOryous. 
meupao EMOV Tw oLKeT OV ‘Idoova 
eis Gey ENeiv THY euny aitnoopar: 
porovTe & avr@ parOaxovs réEw oyous, 
as cal doxet ) pot Tabra, Kal Karas exer" 
ydpous Tupdvvev ods Tpooovs 7) peas exer 
Kal ita elvat Kal Karas eyvad peva 
iar é petvar TOS eHous altho omar, 
as Nitro ode ToAepwias emt xIovos 
XO poicr Taioas TOUS Ewous KabuBpic an, 
AN Qs dordotat Taiva Bacrréws KTAVO. 
mreprfreo Yap avtovs dap EXovTas év Yepoip, 
vophy pépovras, THVvOE Ta) ipevyery xGova, 
eT TOV TE TWéTNOV Ka TAOKOV YpvanNATOV 
KavTrEp Aa Bodca Oo pov apply Xpol; 
KAKOS onebrat Tas 8 bs av Oiyn Kopns: 
ToLoia be Xptaw papparors Swpypata. 
évravda Age 67 TOVvO amadrdMoow Noyov 
@pwta & olov épyov éor épyactéov 


MEDEA 


The sweet visions that wing thy feet, mayst thou 
bring 
To accomplishment, Aegeus, for now this thing 
Hath taught me how noble thou art. 


MEDEA 
O Zeus, Zeus’ daughter Justice, Light of the 
Sun ! 
Over my foes triumphant now, my friends, 
Shall we become: our feet are on the path. 
Now is there hope of vengeance on my foes. 
For this man, there where my chief weakness lay, 
Hath for my plots a haven in storm appeared. 
To him my bark’s stern-hawser make I fast, 
To Pallas’ burg and fortress when I go. 
And all my plots to thee will I tell now ; 
Nor look I that my words should pleasure thee :— 
One of mine household will I send to Jason, 
And will entreat him to my sight to come ; 
And soft words, when he cometh, will I speak, 
Saying, “ Thy will is mine,” and, “ It is well”; 
Saying, his royal marriage, my betrayal, 
Is our advantage, and right well devised. 
I will petition that my sons may stay— 
Not for that I would leave on hostile soil 
Children of mine for foes to trample on, 
But the king’s daughter so by guile to slay. 
For I will send them bearing gifts in hand 
Unto the bride, that they may not be banished, 
A robe fine-spun, a golden diadem. 
If she receive and don mine ornaments, 
Die shall she wretchedly, and all who touch her ; 
With drugs so dread will I anoint my gifts. 
Howbeit here I pass this story by, 
And wail the deed that yet for me remains 
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MHAEIA 


Tovvrevey nuiv’ Téexva yap KATAKTEV@ 

Tap * OUTLS éorw Garis eEapyoetac: 

Sopov Te Tdvra cvyxXéar "lacovos 

eferme yaias, prrTatov maid povov 

pevyouca Kal Thao épryov GVO LWTATOV. 

ov yap yeracbat TANT ov ef éyO pa, pirat. 

ire" Th pot Chv Kép os ; ouTE prot Tat pis 

ovr oixos éoTiv ovr’ aoa Tpopy KAKOD. 

npdpTavov TOO nvik eediprravov 

Sd0jous TATp~ous, avdpos * ‘EAA qvos Adyors 

Teva bio’, os Hpi ouv dep tier Sixny. 

ovr é& é enod yap maidas operat TOTE 

Covras TO AovTrov OUTE TIS veobinyou 

voudns TEKVOOEL Taio , emrel KAKNV KAKOS 

Oaveiv of’ avaryKn TOUS E“otae pappaxors. 

pndeis pe pavrqy Kaa Geri} voters 

pnd jovyaiar, arra Oarépou TpoTrou, 

Bapetav ex O pois Kal pirorov eupeviy 

TOV yap ToLOUTwDY EvKAcéETTATOS Bios. 
XOPOZ 

émeimep Hpiv TOVd exolvaaas Noyou, 

oe T aperetv GéXovea, Kal vopas Bpotav 

EvANapBavouaa, dSpav a’ atevvérrw Tabe. 
MHAEIA 

ovK éotiv dAdAXrAws: col dé cUyyvapn Aéyewy 

Tad €oTi, p TWaTYoVCAaY WS eyo KAKOS. 
XOPO 

GNXNa KTavely ow Taide TOAUNCELS, yUvaL ; 
MHAEIA 

oUTe yap av pardiota bnyOein trocts. 
XOPO2 

av © dp yévou y dOMwratn yuvn. 


MEDEA 


To bring to pass ; for I will slay my children, 

Yea, mine: no man shall pluck them from mine 
hand. 

Then, having brought all Jason’s house to wrack, 

I leave the land, fleeing my dear babes’ blood, 

And having dared a deed most impious. 

For unendurable are mocks of foes. 

Let all go: what is life to me? Nor country 

Nor home have I, nor refuge from mine ills. 

Then erred I, in the day when I forsook 800 

My father’s halls, by yen Greek’s words beguiled, . 

Who with God’s help shall render me requital. 

For never living shall he see henceforth 

The sons I bare him, nor shall he beget 

A son of his new bride, that wretch foredoomed 

In agony to die by drugs of mine. 

Let none account me impotent, nor weak, 

Nor spiritless !—O nay, in other sort, 

Grim to my foes, and kindly to my friends. 

Most glorious is the life of such as I. 810 


CHORUS 

Since thou hast made me partner of this tale,— 
Wishing to help thee, and yet championing 
The laws of men, I say, do thou not this! 


- 


MEDEA 
It cannot be but so: yet reason is 
That thou say this, who art not wronged as I. 


CHORUS 
Woman, wilt have the heart to slay thy sons? 
' MEDEA 
Yea: so mine husband's heart shall most be wrung. 


CHORUS 
But thou of wives most wretched shouldst become. 


347 


MHAEIA 


MHAEIA 
it@* Teptocol TravTes ovv péo@ AGYOL. 
820 GA’ ela yope Kal Kopul’ "lacova: 
els Travra yap 6) col Ta TrLiaTa Ypwpeba. 
AéEns é pendev TOV éuol Sedoypevor, 
wv a g / , > 
elrep ppoveis ev Searrotats yun T épus. 
XOPO 
"EpeyOeidae 76 mradarov 6rXBrot oTp. a 
kat Oewv traides paxdpep, (epas 
, > A > 9 4 
Yopas atropOnrou tT atropepRopevor 
KrewvoTtdtav codiav, del dra ANapmpoTatov 
830 Baivovtes aBpas atOépos, év0a mo? ayvas 
évvéa IItepidas Movaas déyovor 
\ ¢€ / le) 
Eav0av Appoviay dutetoar: 


Tov KaANYdoU T ato Kndicod poas = at. a 

\ / / ? / 
tav Kump xrAnfovow apvocapevav 
YOpay KaATATVEVTAL METPLAS avé“wV avpas: 

840 del © émtBardopévav 
/ > 7 @ / > / 

Yaitataw evody podéwv mrOdKov avOéwv 

A / / f 54 
Ta copia Tapédpous mréwrrety Eporas, 

9 a 

javtoias apetas Evvepyous. 


TOS OUV (Ep@Vv TOTAL oTp. 8 
} Toms h pirwv 
TOMITLMLOS Te YOpA 


348 


MEDEA 


MEDEA 
So be it: wasted are all hindering words. 
But ho! [enter nursk] go thou and Jason bring to 
me— 
_ Thou whom I use for every deed of trust, 
And look thou tell none aught of mine intent, 
If thine is loyal service, thou a woman. 
[ Exeunt MEDEA and NURSE. 
CHORUS 
O happy the race in the ages olden (Str. 1) 
Of Erechtheus, the seed of the blest Gods’ line, 
In a land unravaged, peace-enfolden, 
Aye quaffing of Wisdom’s glorious wine, 
Ever through air clear-shining brightly 
As on wings uplifted pacing lightly, 
Where Harmonia, they tell, of the tresses golden, 
Bare the Pierid Muses, the stainless Nine.! 
(Ant. 1) 
And the streams of Cephisus the lovely-flowing 
They tell how the Lady of Cyprus drew, 
And in Zephyr-wafts of the winds sweet-blowing 
-Breathed far over the land their dew. 
And she sendeth her Loves which, throned in 
lor 
By Wisdom, fashion all virtue’s story ; 
And over her hair is she throwing, throwing, 
Roses in odorous wreaths aye new. 
Re-enter MEDEA. (Str. 2) 


How then should the hallowed city, 
The city of sacred waters, 
Which shields with her guardian hand 


1 Another interpretation is equally admitted by the 
Greek —‘‘ Grew, sown by the Muses, the stainless Nine.” 
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All friends that would fare through her land, 
Receive a murderess banned, 
Who had slaughtered her babes without pity, 
A pollution amidst of her daughters? 


In thine heart’s thoughts set it before thee— 
To murder the fruit of thy womb! 
O think what it meaneth to slay 
Thy sons—what a deed this day 
Thou wouldst do! By thy knees we pray, 
By heaven and earth we tmplore thee, 
Deal not to thy babes such a doom ! 
(Ant. 2) 
O whence, and O whence wilt thou gain thee 
Such desperate hardihood 
That for spirit so fiendish shall serve, 
That shall strengthen thine heart, that shall 
nerve 
Thine hand, that it shall not swerve 
From the ruthless deed that shall stain thee 
With horror of children’s blood ? 


O how, when thine eyes thou art turning 
On thy little ones, wilt thou refrain 
The motherhood in thee, to feel 
No upwelling of tears? Canst thou steel 
Thy breast when thy children kneel, 
To crimson thine hand, with unyearning 
Heart for thy darlings slain ? 


Enter Jason. 


JASON 
I at thy bidding come: albeit my foe, 


This grace thou shalt not miss; but I will hear 


What new thing, lady, thou dost wish of me. 
351 


880 


890 


352 


MHAEIA 


MHAEIA 
léoov, airotpat oe Tap. elpnpeveov 
cuyyvepov’ elvat Tas 8 épas opyas péperv 
eos a, rel v@V TOAN brreipyaoras pira. 
éya oO euauT7 ia Aoyeov ah ixouny, 
ndrowdépnoa: oxeTMa, Ti paivopas 
Kal ducpevaivn Toiat Bovdevovery ed, 
éxOpa dé yaias Kotpavors Kabiorapar 
mooel 0’, ds Hyiv dpa ta cuppopwrata, 
ynpas rbpavvov kal Kaciyyntous Téxvots 
L065 purevo ; 3 OuUK arradhaxOnaopae 
Oupod ; i Ti \TwaoXe, Oeav moptCovT@v KANDS ; 
OUK Eliot pev pot maides, oloa oe xOova 
pevyovTas yas Kal omavitovras didwp ; 
TavT evvonoag noOopny aPBouniav 


‘TON gY éxouca Kal warn Oupoupern. 


pov ovv erate awd poveiv Té Hot oKels 
KAOOS 708 jpiv mpochaBov, € éya 5 adpor, 

a Xphy peteivat TaVOE TOV Bovrevpatov 
kai Evprepaivery cal mapertdvar Never 

my TE xndevova ay oecOa aéev. 

ar €o pev olov € eo per, ovK ép@ Kaxor, 
yovaires: oUKOUV Xeny a opotodaGar KaKots 
ovo avTitetvet vymre avi vyTriwv. 


TraptepedOa, Kai papev KAKOS fp povetv 


TOT, aX apetvov vov BeBovrcupae TOOE. 

@ téxva Téxva, SevTE, AeiTETE OTEYAS, 
ébender’, aomdcaabe Kal mpooeimaTe 
maTépa pe?” Huov, Kal SrarraxOn? apa 
THS mpoa0ev ExOpas els pirous pT pos pera: 
oTrovoal yap nev Kat peBearnner Xonos. 
AdBeaGe yetpos SeEvas* oto Kaxov. 


MEDEA 


MEDEA 
Jason, I ask thee to forgive the words 
Late-spoken. Well thou mayest gently bear 870 
With my wild mood, for all the old love’s sake. 
Now have I called myself to account, and railed 
Upon myself—*‘ Wretch, wherefore am I mad? 
And wherefore rage against good counsellors, 
And am at feud with rulers of the land, 
And with my lord, who works my veriest good, 
Wedding a royal-house, to raise up brethren 
Unto my sons?. Shall I not cease from wrath? 
What aileth me, when the Gods proffer boons? 
Have I not children? Know I not that we 880 
Are exiles from our own land, lacking friends ?”’ 
Thus musing, was I ware that I had nursed 
Folly exceeding, anger without cause. . 
Now then I praise thee : wise thou seem’st to me 
In gaining us this kinship, senseless I, 
Who in these counsels should have been thine 
ally, 
Have aneea all, have decked the bridal couch 
And joyed to minister unto the bride. 
But we are—women : needs not harsher word. 
Yet shouldst thou not for evil render evil, 890 
Nor pit against my folly folly of thine. 
I yield, confessing mine unwisdom then, 
But unto better counsels now am come. 
Children, my children, hither : leave the house ; 
. [ Enter cHILDREN. 
Come forth, salute your father, and with me 
Bid him farewell : be reconciled to friends 
Ye, with your mother, from the hate o’erpast. 
Truce is between us, rancour hath given place. 


Clasp.ye his right hand. Woe for ambushed ills! 
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MEDEA 


I am haunted by the shadow of hidden things ! 900 
Ah children,-will ye thus, through many a year 

Living, still reach him loving arms? Ah me, | 

-How swift to weep am I, how full of fear! 

Feuds with your father ended—ah, so late !— 

Have filled with tears these soft-relenting eyes. 


CHORUS 
And from mine eyes start tears of pale dismay. 
Ah, may no evil worse than this befall! 


JASON | 
Lady, I praise this mood, yet blame not that : 
"Tis nothing strange that womankind should rage 
When the spouse trafficketh in alien marriage. 910 
‘But now to better thoughts thine heart hath turned, 
And thou, though late, hast seen which policy 
Must win: a prudent woman’s part is this. 
And for you, children, not unheedfully . 
Your sire hath ta’en much forethought, so help 
heaven. 
For ye, I ween, in this Corinthian land 
‘Shall with your brethren stand the foremost yet. 
Grow ye in strength: the rest shall by your sire, 
And whatso God is gracious, be wrought out. 
You may I see to goodly stature grown, 920 
In manhood’s prime, triumphant o’er my foes. 
Thou, why with wan tears thus bedew thine eyes, 
Turning away from them thy pallid. cheek ? 
Why hear’st thou not with gladness this my speech ? 


MEDEA 
.’Tis naught; but o’er these children broods mine 
heart. 
JASON 
Fear not: all will I order well for them. 
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MEDEA 
I will be brave—will not mistrust thy words ; 
But woman is but woman—born for tears. 
JASON 
Why, hapless one, dost thou sigh over these? 
MEDEA 
I bare them. When thou prayedst life for them, 930 
Pity stole o’er me, whispering, “ Shall this be?” | 
But that for which thou cam’st to speech of me 
In part is said ; to speak the rest is mine: 
Since the king pleaseth forth the land to. send me,— 
Yea, for me too ’tis best, I know it well, 
Tha€ I bide not, a stumblingblock to thee 
And the land’s lords, whose house’s foe I seem,— 
Lo, from this land I fare to exile forth : 
But, that my sons by thine hand may be reared, 
Entreat thou Creon that they be not banished. 940 
JASON , 
Prevail I may not, yet must I essay. 
MEDEA 
Nay then, thy bride bid thou to pray her sire 
That thy sons be not banished from this land. 
| JASON 
Yea surely ; and, | trow, her shall I win. 
MEDEA 
If of her sister women she is one. 
I too will bear a part in thine endeavour ; 
For I will send her gifts outrivalling far 
In beauty aught in these days seen, I know, 
A robe fine-spun, a golden diadem ; 
Our sons to bear them. Now must an attendant 950 
With all speed hither bring the ornaments. 
[| Handmaid goes. 
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MEDEA 


Blessings shall hers be, not one, but untold, 
Who winneth thee for lord, a peerless spouse, 
Who owneth ornaments which once the Sun, 
My father’s father, to his offspring gave! 
Enter handmaid mith casket. 
Take in your hands, my sons, these bridal gifts, 
And to the happy princess-bride bear ye 
And give—my gifts she shall not lightly esteem ! 
JASON 
But, fond one, why make void thine hands of these ? 
Deem’st thou a royal house hath lack of robes, 
Or gold, deem’st thou? Keep these and give them not. 
For, if my wife esteems me aught, my wish 
. Will she prefer to treasures, well I wot. 
MEDEA 

Nay, speak not so: gifts sway the Gods, they say. 
Gold weigheth more with men than countless words. 
Hers fortune is ; God favoureth now her cause— 
Young, and a queen! Life would I give for ransom 
Of my sons’ banishment, not gold alone. 
Now, children, enter ye the halls of wealth. 
Unto your sire’s new wife, my lady-queen, 
Make supplication, pray ye be not exiled, 
And give mine ornaments—most importeth this, 
That she in her own hands receive my gifts. 
Haste ye, and to your mother bring glad tidings 
Of good success in that she longs to win. 

[ Exeunt Jason and CHILDREN. 


CHORUS (Str. 1) 

Now for the life of the children mine hope hath 
been turned to despairing. 

No hope any more! On the slaughterward path 
even now are they faring: 
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The bride shall receive it, the diadem-garland that 
beareth enfolden 
Doom for the hapless mid glittering sheen : 
And to set the adorning of Hades about her tresses 
golden 
She shall take it her hands between. 
(Ant. 1) 
For its glamour of beauty, its splendour unearthly, 
shall swiftly persuade her 
To bedeck her with robe and with gold-wrought 
crown : she shall soon have arrayed her 
In attire as a bride in the presence of phantoms from 
Hades uprisen ; 
In such dread gin shall her feet be ta’en : 
In the weird of death shall the hapless be whelmed, 
and from Doom’s dark prison 
Shall she steal forth never again. 
(Str. 2) 


And thou, wretch, bridegroom accurst, who art fain 


of a princely alliance, 
Blasting thou ‘bringest—unknowing, un- 
thinking !—- 
of life on thy sons, and thy bride shal] to foul death 
plight her atfiance. [sinking ! 
How far from thy fortune of old art thou 
(Ant. 2) 


And amidst my lamentings I mourn for thine anguish, 
O hapless mother 
Of children, who makest thee ready to 
slaughter 
Thy babes, to avenge thee on him who would 
lawlessly wed with another, 
Would forsake thee to dwell with a 
prince’s daughter, 
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Enter CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN, 22th CHILDREN. 
CHILDREN 8 GUARDIAN 
Mistress, remission for thy sons of exile ! 
Thy gifts the princess-bride with joy received 
In hand ; and there is peace unto thy sons. 
Ha! 
Why dost thou stand confounded mid good. hap : 
Now wherefore turnest thou thy face away, 
And dost not nee with gladness this ry speech ? 
MEDEA 
Woe's me! 
: CHILDREN'S GUARDIAN 
This cry is to the tidings not attuned. 
MEDEA 
Woe yet again! . 
CHILDREN S GUARDIAN 
Can I have brought ill hap 
Unwitting—erred in deeming these glad tidings ? 1010 
MEDEA | 
As they are, are thy tidings: thee I blame not. 
CHILDREN'S GUARDIAN 
Why down-drooped is thine eye? Why flow thy 
tears ? 
MEDEA 
Needs must they, ancient ; for these things the Gods 
And I withal—O fool !—have ill contrived. 
CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN 
Fear cate thy children yet shall bring thee home. 
MEDEA 
Others ere then shall I send home—ah me! 
CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN 
Not thou alone art severed from thy sons. 
Submissively must mortals bear mischance. 


363 


1020 


1030 


1040 


364 


MHAEIA 


MHAEIA 


Spacw tad. aha  Baive Sw@patov éow 

Kal mracal Topo ola xph Kal” npépav. 

@ Téxva TEKG, opev pev ote 67 modes 
cal San ; év @ AerrovTes aOriav € éue 
olxnoeT ael PNT pos eo Tepn pevor 

eyo 5 és GdAnv yaiav ely 87 huyas, 

Tpw op@v évacGas xamridety evdatpovas, 
mpl ERT pA Kal yuvaixa Kal ya pnALous 
evvas aynral Aaprdbas T avacxebeiv. 

@ dvotd\awa TAS epiis | av0adias 

GAXNws a ’ Opa, @ TEV, ee peyrauny, 
Gddws 6 wo Gour | Kal rarekdvOny TOvols, 
oTeppas eveyKova’ év TOKOLS adyndovas. 

7 pay 700 Y dvaTHVoS elyov edrridas 
Todas ep vpiv, ynpoBocKnoetw T épe 

cal kaTOavodcay xepolv eb mepaTenely, 
EnAwTov avO perrrotet vov é doe én 
yruneta ppovtis. opov yap eo Tepnyern 
Aum pov brat Btotov adyetvov T pot. 
wpeis Oé pntép ouxér Oppacw pirors 
dvrecO, és ado oN amroaTavtes Biov. 
ped ped Ti t mpoadepKed GE pe oppacty, Téxva ; 
Th mpooryehare TOV mavvaTaTov yéXov ; 
aiat Tt i Opdow ; Ka dia yap oixeras, 
yuvaixes, Supa dadpov as eldov téxvev. 
ovK av Stas. Kaper Bovretpara 

Ta, mpoabev’ d&w traidas éx yatas éuous. 
Ti Set pe maTépa TaVOE TOls TOUTWY Kaxois 
AvTodcay auth bis Toca KTac0at Kaka; 
ov ofr’ eyanye. Natperw Bovrctpara.. 
KaiToe Tt Tacx ; BovrAopar yédXwT odretv 


MEDEA 


MEDEA 
This will I: but within the house go thou, 
And for my children’s daily needs prepare. 1020 


| Katt CHILDREN’S GUARDIAN. 
O children, children, yours a city is, 
And yours a home, where, leaving wretched me, 
Ye shall abide, for ever motherless ! 
I shall go exiled to another land, 
Ere I have joyed in you, have seen your bliss, 
Ere I have decked for you the couch, the bride, 
The bridal bower, and held the torch on high. 
O me accurst in this my desperate mood ! 
For naught, for naught, my babes, I nurtured you, 
And all for naught I laboured, travail-worn, 1030 
Bearing sharp anguish in your hour of birth. 
Ah for the hopes—unhappy !—all mine hopes 
Of ministering hands about mine age, 
Of dying folded round with loving arms, 
All men’s desire! But now—’tis past—’tis past, 
That sweet imagining! Forlorn of you 
A bitter life and woeful shall I waste. 
Your mother never more with loving eyes 
- Shall ye behold, passed to another life. 
Woe! woe! why gaze your eyes on me, my 
darlings? 1040 
Why smile to me the latest smile of all? _ 
Alas! what shall Ido? Mine heart is failing 
As I behold the light in my sons’ eyes! 
Women, I cannot! farewell, purposes 
O’erpast! I take my children from the land. 
What need to wring their father’s heart with ills 
Of these, to gain myself ills twice so many ? 
Not [, not I! Ye purposes, farewell ! 
Yet—yet—what ails me? Would I earn derision, 
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MEDEA 


Letting my foes slip from mine hand unpunished ? 

I must dare this. Out on my coward mood 

That let words of relenting touch mine heart ! 

Children, pass ye within. [ Exeunt CHILDREN. 
Now, whoso ey not 

Sinless be present at my sacrifice, 

On his head be it: mine hand faltereth not. 

Oh! oh! 

O heart, mine heart, do not—do not this deed! 

Let them be, wretched heart, spare thou my babes! 

There dwelling with me shall they gladden thee. 

No !—by the nether fiends that dwell with Hades, 

Never shall this betide, that I will leave 

My children for my foes to trample on ! 


They needs must die. And, since it needs must ‘be, 

Even I will slay them, I, who gave them life. 

All this is utter doom :—she shall not ’scape ! 

Yea, on her head the wreath is ; in my robes 

The princess-bride is perishing—I know it ! 

But—for I fare on journey most unhappy, 

And shall speed these on yet unhappier— 

I would speak to mysons. ~~ __ [Re-enter CHILDREN. 
Give, O my babes, 

Give to your mother the right hand to kiss. 

O dearest hand, O lips most dear to me, 

O form and noble feature of my children, 

Blessing be on you—there !—for all things here 

Your sire hath stolen. Sweet, O sweet embrace! 

O children’s roseleaf skin, O balmy breath ! 

Away, away! Strength faileth me to gaze 

On you, but I am overcome of evil. [Exeunt cu1LpReEN. 

Now, now, I learn what horrors I intend : 

But passion overmastereth sober thought ; 

And this is cause of direst ills to men. 


367 


1050 


1060 


1070 


1080 


1090 


1100 


MHAEIA 


| XOPOZ 
ToAAaKLs HON 
51a Aetrrorépwv pvOwv Eporov 
Kal mrpos apirras 7Oov petfous 
h Xp yeveav Onrvy épevvar 
GANA yap éotiy povtoa Kai Hpiv, 
i) mpocopmre codias Evexev 
Tacatot pev ov Tradpov 5é yévos—- 
piav ! ev Troddais edpors av iaws— 
OUK ATTOMOUGOV TO YuUVvaLKaD. 


ld aA . cf , bd 
Kat dnt Bpotav otteves evow 


4 ” > 9 4 
 waptrav aretpot pnd éeputevoav 


368 


a 4 > > 4 
jatdas, mpodépery eis evTUYLaV 
TOV yeltvapéevev. 

e \ 4 > » , 
of pev atexvot Ot atretpoovvnv 
el? ndv Bpotois cit’ avtapov 

A lA > b] la 
maioes TeNCOova ovyl TuXoVTES 
TOANY LoXOwy arréxyovrat: 

J 54 > 4 
olor Sé téxvev Eotev ev oiKxots 
yAuKepov BrAaoTHp , Eropa pereTy 


KaTaTpuyopévous Tov atravta ypovov: 


a \ ci / ” 
mTparov pev Sirws Opéyroval KAAS 
/ 4 > ¢ 4 / 4 
Biotov @ oobev Aeixpouat téxvots: 
ére & ex tovtay eit éml pravpois 
elt’ éml ypnotots 
poxGodor, T65 early adnrov. 


1 Elmsley : for MSS. waipoy 5¢ 5h (or 7+) yévos. 


MEDEA 
CHORUS 
I 


Full oft ere this my soul hath scaled 
Lone heights of thought, empyreal steeps, 
Or plunged far down the darkling deeps, 
Where woman’s feebler heart hath failed :-— 


Yet wherefore failed? Should woman find 
No inspiration thrill her breast, 
Nor welcome ever that sweet guest 

Of Song, that uttereth Wisdom’s mind? 


Alas! not all! Few, few are they,— 
Perchance amid a thousand one 
Thou shouldest find,—for whom the sun 
Of poesy makes an inner day. 


Il 


Now this I say—calm bliss, that ne’er 1090 
Knew love’s wild fever of the blood, » 
The pains, the joys, of motherhood, 

Passeth all parents’ joy-blent care. 


The childless, they that never prove 
If sunshine comes, or cloud, to men 
With babes—far lie beyond their ken 
The toils, the griefs, of parent-love. 


But they whose halls with flowerets sweet 
Of childhovud bloom—I mark them aye 
Care-fretted, travailing alway 1100 
To win their loved ones nurture meet. | 
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MEDEA 


Ill 


One toils with love more strong than death : 
Yet—yet—who knoweth whether he 
A wise man or a fool shall be 

To whom he shall his wealth bequeath ? 


But last, but worst, remains to tell : 
For though ye get you wealth enow, 
And though your sons to manhood grow, 
Fair sons and good :—if Death the fell, 


To Hades vanishing, bears down 

Your children’s lives, what profit is 

That Heaven hath laid, with all else, this 
Upon mankind, lone sorrow’s crown ? 


MEDEA ar 
Friends, long have I, abiding fortune’s hap, 
Expected what from yonder shall befall. 
And lo, a man I see of Jason’s train 
Hitherward coming : his wild-fluttering breath 
Proclaimeth him the herald of strange ills. 
Enter MESSENGER. 

MESSENGER 
O thou who hast wrought an awful deed and 
lawless, 

Flee, O Medea, flee, nor once leave thou 
The sea-wain, or the car that scours the plain. 


MEDEA 
Now what hath happed that calleth for such flight ? 


MESSENGER 
Dead is the princess even now, and dead 
Creon her father, by thy poison-drugs. 
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MEDEA 
A glorious tale thou tellest : thou henceforth 
Art of my benefactors and my friends. 


| MESSENGER 
What say’st? Of sound mind art thou, and not 

mad, a 
Who, hearing of the havoc of the hearth 1130 
Of kings, art glad, and hast no fear for this? 


MEDEA 
O yea: I too , with words of controversy 
Could answer thee :—yet be not hasty, friend, 
But tell how died they : thou shouldst gladden me 
Doubly, if these most horribly have perished. 


MESSENGER 
When, with their father, came thy children twain, 
And passed into the halls for marriage decked, 
Glad were we thralls who sorrowed for thy woes ; 
And straightway buzzed from ear to ear the tale 
Of truce to old feuds ’twixt thy lord and thee. 1140 
One kissed the hand, and one the golden head 
Of those thy sons: myself by joy drawn on 
Followed thy children to the women’s bowers. 
Now she which had our worship in thy stead, 
Ere she beheld thy chariot-yoke of sons, 
Aye upon Jason turned her yearning gaze. 
But then before her eyes she cast her veil, 
And swept aback the scorn of her white neck, 
Loathing thy sons’ approach ; but now thy lord, 
To turn the maiden’s wrath and spite aside, 1150 
Thus spake : “ Nay, be not hostile to thy friends : 
Cease from thine anger, turn thine head again, 
Accounting friends whomso thy spouse accounts. 
Their gifts receive, and plead thou with thy sire 
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To pardon these their exile—for my sake.” 

She, when she saw the attire, could not refrain, 

But yielded her lord all. And ere their father 

Far from her bower with those thy sons had gone, 

She took the rich-wrought robes and clad herself, 

Circling her ringlets with the golden crown, 1160 

And by a shining mirror ranged her tresses, 

Smiling at her own phantom image there. 

Then, rising from her seat, adown the halls 

She paced with mincing tread of ivory feet, 

Exulting in the gifts, and oftentimes 

Sweeping her glance from neck to ankle-hem. 

But then was there a fearful sight to see. 

Suddenly changed her colour: reeling back 

With trembling limbs she goes; and scarce in 
- time 

Drops on the couch to fall not on the ground. 1170 

Then a grey handmaid, deeming peradventure 

That frenzy was of Pan or some God sent, 

Raised the prayer-cry, before she saw the foam 

White-frothing from her lips, or marked how rolled 

Her eyeballs, and her face’s bloodless hue ; 

Then a long cry of horror, not of prayer, 

She shrilled forth. Straight to her father’s chambers 

one 

Darted, and one unto her new-made spouse, 

To tell the bride’s affliction : all the roof 

Echoed with multitudinous-hurrying feet. 1180 

And a swift athlete’s straining limbs had paced | 

By this the full length of the furlong course, 

When she from trance all speechless of closed eyes 

In anguish woke with horrible-shrilling shriek ; 

For like two charging hosts her torment came :— 

The golden coi! about her head that lay 
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’Gan spurt a marvellous stream of ravening fire : 
The delicate robes, the gift thy children brought, 
Had fangs to gnaw her delicate tortured flesh ! 
Upstarting from her seat she flees, all flame, 1190 
Shaking her hair, her head, this way and that, 
To cast from her the crown ; but firmly fixed 
The gold held fast its grip: the fire, whene’er 
She shook her locks, with doubled fury blazed. 
Then agony-vanquished falls she on the floor, 
Marred past all knowledge, save for a father’s eyes. 
No more was seen her eyes’ imperial calm, 
No more her comely features ; but the gore 
Dripped from her head’s crown flecked with blended 
fire. 
The flesh-flakes from her bones, like the pine’s tears, 1200 
"Neath that mysterious drug’s devourings melted,— 
Dread sight !—and came on all folk fear to touch 
The corpse : her hideous fate had we for warning. 


But, ignorant of all, her wretched sire, 

Suddenly entering, falls upon her corpse, 

And straightway wailed and clasped the body round, 

And kissed it, crying, “O my hapless child, : 

What God thus horribly hath thee destroyed ? 

Who maketh this old sepulchre bereft 

Of thee? Ah me, would I might die with thee!”’ 1210 

But when from wailing and from moans he ceased, 

Fain would he have upraised his aged frame, 

Yet clave, as ivy clings to laurel boughs, 

To the filmy robes: then was a ghastly wrestling ; 

For, while he strained to upraise his knee, she 
seemed 

To upwrithe and grip him: if by force he haled, 

Torn from the very bones was his old flesh. 

Life’s light at last quenched, he gave up the ghost, 
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Ill-starred, down-sinking ’neath destruction’s sea. 


There lie the corpses, child by grey old sire 1220 
Clasped ;— such affliction tears, not words, must | 
mourn. 


And of thy part no word be said by me :— 

Thyself from punishment wilt find escape. 

But man’s lot now, as oft, I count a shadow, 

Nor fear to say that such as seem to be 

In wit most keen of men, most subtle of speech, 

Even these pay heaviest penalty of all ; 

For among mortals happy man is none. 

In fortune’s flood-tide might a man become 

More prosperous than his neighbour : happy ree : 1230 

[ Exit. 

CHORUS 

Fortune, meseems, with many an ill this day 

Doth compass Jason,—yea, and rightfully. 

But O the pity of thy calamity, 

Daughter of Creon, who to Hades’ halls 

Hast passed, because with thee would Jason wed ! 


MEDEA 
Friends, my resolve is taken, with all speed 
To slay my children, and to flee this land, 
And not to linger and to yield my sons 
To death by other hands more merciless. 
They needs must die: and, since it needs must be, 1240 
Even I will give them death, who gave them life. 
Up, gird thee for the fray, mine heart! Why loiter 
To do the dread ill deeds that must be done? 
Come, wretched hand of mine, grasp thou the sword ; 
Grasp !—on to the starting-point of a blasted life! 
Oh, turn not craven !—think not on thy babes, 
How dear they are, how thou didst bear them: nay, 
‘For this short day do thou forget thy sons, 
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MEDEA 


Thereafter mourn them. For, although thou slay, 
Yet dear a are, and I—am ‘wretched, wretched! 1250 
[ East MEDEA. 
_ CHORUS 
(Str.) 
O Earth, O all-revealing splendour 
Of the Sun, look down on a woman accurst, 
Or ever she slake the. murder-thirst 
Of a mother whose hands would smite the tender 
Fruit of her womb. 
Look down, for she sprang of thy lineage golden : 
Man’s vengeance threatens—thy seed are holden 
"Neath the shadow of doom ! 
But thou, O heaven-begotten glory, 

Restrain her, refrain her : the wretched, the gory 
Erinys by demons dogged, we implore thee, 1260 
Snatch thou from yon home! 

(Ant. ) 
For naught was the childbirth-travail wasted ; 
For naught didst thou bear them, the near 
and the dear, 
O thou who hast fled through the Pass of Fear, 
From the dark-blue Clashing Crags who hast 
hasted 
7 Speeding thy flight! 

Alas for her !—-wherefore hath grim wrath 
stirred her | 
Through depths of her soul, that ruthless 

murder 
Her wrongs must requite ? 
For stern upon mortals the vengeance falleth 
For kin’s blood spilt ; from the earth it calleth, 
A voice from the Gods, and the slayers appalleth 
On whose homes it shall light. 1270 
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MEDEA 


[cuiLpReEn’s gries behind the scenes | 


CHILD I 
* What shall I do 2—how flee my mother’s hina? ? 
CHILD 2 
I know not, dearest brother. Death ts here ! 
| CHORUS 


Ah the cry !—dost thou hear it ?—the children’s cry ! 
Wretch !—woman of curséd destiny ! 
Shall I enter? My heart crieth, “Rescue the 


1”? 


children from murder nigh! 


[ They beat at the barred doors. 
CHILD I 


Help !—for the Gods’ sake help! Sore is our need ! 
CHILD 2 | 
The sword’s death-net ts closing round us now ! 


[Silence within. Blood flows out beneath the door. The 
nomen shrink back. | 
CHORUS 
Wretch ! of what rock is thy breast >—of what steel 
is the heart of thee moulded, 
That the babes thou hast borne, with the selfsame 
hands that with love have enfolded 
These, thou hast set thee to slay? 
Of one have I heard that laid hands on her loved 
ones of old, one only, 
Even Ino distraught of the Gods, when Zeus’ bride 
drave her, lonely 
And lost, from her home to stray ; 
And she fell—ah wretch !—on the brink as she 
stood 
Of the sea-scaur: guilt of children’s blood 
Dragged downwards her feet to the salt sea-flood, 
And she died with her children twain. 
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MEDEA 


What ghastlier horror remains to be wrought? 
OQ. bride-bed of women, with anguish fraught, 1290 
What scathe upon mortals ere now hast thou 
brought, 
What manifold bane ! 
Enter JASON, nith SERVANTS. 
JASON 
Women, which stand anear unto this roof— 
Is she within the halls, she who hath wrought 
Dread deeds, Medea, or in flight passed thence ? 
For either must she hide her ’neath the earth, 
Or lift on wings her frame to heaven's far depths, 
Or taste the vengeance of a royal house. 
How, trusts she, having murdered the land’s lords, 
Scatheless herself from these halls forth to flee? 1300 
Yet not for her care I, but for my sons. 
Whom she hath wronged shall recompense her 
wrong : 
But I to save my children’s life am come, 
Lest to my grief the kinsmen of the dead 
Avenge on them their mother’s impious murder. 


CHORUS 
Wretch, thou know’st not how deep thou art whelmed 
in woe, 
Jason, or thou hadst uttered not such words. 
JASON 
What now ?—and is she fain to slay me too? 
CHORUS 
Thy sons are dead, slain by the mother’s hand. 
JASON | 
Ah me!—what say’st thou?—thou hast killed me, 
woman ! 1310 
CHORUS 


Thy children are no more: so think of them. 
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MEDEA 


, JASON | 
How ?—slew them? Where ?—within, without, the 
halls? 


CHORUS (pointing to pavement before doors) 
Open, and thou shalt see thy children’s corpses. 


JASON 

' Burst in the bolts with all speed, serving-men— 
Force hinges !—let me see this twofold horror,— 
The dead, and her,—and in her blood avenge me! 


MEDEA appears above the palace roof in a chariot 


drawn by dragons. 


MEDEA 
Why shakest thou these doors and wouldst unbar, 
Seeking thy dead and me who wrought the deed ? 
Cease this essay. If thou wouldst aught of me, 
Say what thou wilt: thine hand shall touch me never. 1320 
Such chariot hath my father’s sire, the Sun, 
Given me, a defence from foeman’s hand. 


JASON 
O thing abhorred! O woman hatefullest 
To Gods, to me, to all the race of men, 
Thou that couldst thrust the sword into the babes 
Thou bar’st, and me hast made a childless ruin ! 
Thus hast thou wrought, yet look’st thou on the sun 
And earth, who hast dared a deed most impious? 
Now ruin seize thee !—clear I see, who saw not 
Then, when from halls and land barbarian 1330 
To a Greek home I bare thee, utter bane, 
Traitress to sire and land that nurtured thee ! 
Thy guilt’s curse-bolt on me the Gods have launched ; 
For thine own brother by his hearth thou slewest 
Ere thou didst enter fair-prowed Argo’s hull. 
With such deeds thou begannest. Wedded then 
387 
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To this man, and the mother of my sons, 

For wedlock-right’s sake hast thou murdered them. 

There is no Grecian woman that had dared 

This :—yet I stooped to marry thee, good sooth, 1340 

Rather than these, a hateful bride and fell, 

A tigress, not a woman, harbouring 

A fiercer nature than Tyrrhenian Scylla. 

But—for untold revilings would not sting 

Thee, in thy nature is such hardihood :— 

Avaunt, thou miscreant stained with thy babes’ 

blood ! 

For me remains to wail my destiny, 

Who of my new-wed bride shall have no joy, 

And to the sons whom I begat and nurtured 

Living I shall not speak—lost, lost to me! 1350 
MEDEA , 

I might have lengthened out long controversy 

To these thy words, if Father Zeus knew not 

How I have dealt with thee and thou with me. 

“Twas not for thee to set my rights at naught, 

And live a life of bliss, bemocking me, 

Nor for thy princess, and thy marriage-kinsman, 

Creon, unscathed to banish me this land ! 

Wherefore a tigress call me, an thou wilt, 

Or Scylla, haunter of Tyrrhenian shore ; 


For thine heart have I wrung, as well behoved. 1360 
JASON | 
Ha, but thou sorrowest too, dost share mine ills ! 
MEDEA 
O yea: yet grief is gain, so thou laugh not. 
JASON 


O children mine, what miscreant mother had ye! 
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MEDEA 
O sons, destroyed by your own father’s lust ! | 


JASON 
Sooth, ’twas no hand of mine that murdered them. 


MEDEA 
Nay, but thine insolence and thy new-forged bonds. 


JASON 
How, claim the right for wedlock’s sake to slay 
them ! 
MEDEA 


A light affliction count’st thou this to a wife ? 


JASON 
A virtuous wife :—in thy sight naught were is ! 


MEDEA 
These live no more : this, this shall cut thine heart! 1370 


JASON 
They live—ah me !—-avengers on thine head. 


MEDEA 
The Gods know who began this misery. 


JASON 


Yea, verily, thy spirit abhorred they know. 


MEDEA 
Abhorred art thou : I loathe thy bitter tongue. 


JASON 
And I thine :—yet were mutual riddance easy. 


MEDEA 
How then ?—what shall I do ?—fain would I this. 


JASON 
Yield me my dead to bury and bewail. 
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MEDEA 
Never: with this hand will I bury them, 
To Mountain Hera’s precinct bearing them, 
That never foe may do despite to them, 1380 
Rifling their tomb. This land of Sisyphus 
Will I constrain with solemn festival 
And rites to atone for this unhallowed murder. 
But I—I go unto Erechtheus’ land, 
With Aegeus to abide, Pandion’s son. 
Thou, as is meet, foul wretch, shalt foully die, 
By Argo’s wreckage smitten on the skull, 
Who hast seen this new bridal’s bitter ending. 
JASON 
Now the Fury-avenger of children smite thee, 
And Justice that looketh on murder requite thee! 1390 


MEDEA 
What God or what spirit will heed thy request, 
Caitiff forsworn, who betrayest the guest? 


JASON 
Avaunt, foul thing by whose deed thy children have 
died ! 
| MEDEA 
Go hence to thine halls, thence lead to the grave 
thy bride ! 


JASON 
I go, a father forlorn of the two sons reft from his 
home! 
MEDEA 
Not yet dost thou truly mourn: abide till thine old 
age come. 
JASON 


O children beluved above all! 
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: MEDEA 
- Of their mother beloved, not of thee. 
JASUN , 
Yet she slew them! 
MEDEA 


That thou mightest fall in the net that 
thou spreadest for me. 


JASON 
Woe’s me! I yearn with my lips to press 
My sons’ dear lips in my wretchedness. 


MEDEA 

Ha, now art thou calling upon them, now wouldst 
thou kiss, 

Who rejectedst them then? 


JASON 
For the Gods’ sake grant me but this, 
The sweet soft’ flesh of my children to feel! 


MEDEA 
No—wasted in air is all thine appeal. 


JASON 
O Zeus, dost thou hear it, how spurned I am ?— 
What outrage I suffer of yonder abhorred 
Child-murderess, yonder tigress-dam ? 
Yet out of mine helplessness, out of my shame, 
I bewail my beloved, I call to record 
High heaven, I bid God witness the word, 
That my sons thou hast slain, and withholdest 
me, 
That mine hands may not touch them, nor bury 
their clay ! 
Would God I had gotten them never, this day 
To behold them destroyed of thee! 
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CHORUS 
All dooms be of Zeus in Olympus ; ’tis his to reveal 
them. | 
Manifold things unhoped-for the Gods to accom- 
plishment bring. 
And the things that we looked for, the Gods deign 
not to fulfil them ; 
And the paths undiscerned of our eyes, the Gods 
unseal them. 
So fell this marvellous thing. 


[ Exeunt OMNES. 
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ARGUMENT 


Apo.o, being banished for a season from Olympus, and 
condemned to do service to a mortal, became herdman o 

Admetus, King of Pherae in Thessaly. Yet he loathed 
not his earthly taskmaster, but loved him, for that he was 
a gust man, and hospitable exceedingly. Wherefore he 
obtained from the Fates this boon for Admetus, that, 
when his hour of death should come, they should accept 
in ransom for his life the ife of whosoever should have 
before consented to die in hts stead.’ Now when this was 
made known, none of them which were nearest by blood 
to the king would promise to be his ransom in that day. 
Then Alcestis his nife, the daughter of Pelias King of 
Tolcos, pledged her to die for him. Of her love she did 
it, and for the honour of wifehood. And the years 
passed by, and the tale was told in many lands ; and all 
men praised Alcestis, but Admetus bore a burden of 
sorrow, for day by day she became dearer to him, a nife 
wholly true, a mother most loving, and a lady to her 
thralls gentle exceedingly. But when tw was known 
by tokens that the day was come, Admetus repented him 
sorely, but et availed not, for no mortal may recall a 
pledge once given to the Gods. And on that day there 
came to the palace Apollo to plead mith Death for 
Alcestts’ sake ; and a company of Elders of Pherae, to 
ask of her state and to make mourning for her. And 
mhen she was dead, ere she was borne forth to burial, 
came Hercules, son of Zeus, in his journeying, seeking 
the guest’s right of meat and lodging, but not knoning 
aught of that which had come to pass. Of him was 
a great deliverance wrought, which is told herein. 
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ATIOAAQDN 
@ANATOS 
XOPOS 
@EPATIAINA 
AAKH3TI 
AAMHTOS 
EYMHAOS 
HPAKAH> 
EPHS 
@EPATION 


‘~DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
APOLLO. 
DEATH. 
Cuorvs, composed of Elders of Pherae. 
HANDMAID. , 
Atcestis, daughter of Pelias, and wife of Admetus. 
AoMETus, King of Pherae. 
EUMELUvS, son of Admetus ana Alcestia. 
HERCULES, 
PHERES, father of Admetua. 
SERVANT, steward of the palace. 
Guards, attendants, handmaids, and mourners. 


The scene throughout is in front of the palace of Admetus 
at Pherae. 
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ATIOAAQN 
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‘AoKdnrvov, orépvoiaty éuBarov proya: 
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avety Tem pwrar Kal peTaaThvas Biov. 
eyo dé, 1) placpd p év Sdopots Kix, 
eta perdbpov TOVOE purrarny oTeyNDY. 
76n 5€ Tovde @avatov cicopo TéXas, 
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ALCESTIS 


Enter APo.to. 


APOLLO 
Hats of Admetus, hail ! I stooped my pride 
Here to brook fare of serfs, yea I, a God! 
The fault was fault of Zeus: he slew my son 
Asclepius—hurled the levin through his heart. 
Wroth for the dead, his smiths of heavenly fire, 
The Cyclopes, I slew; for blood-atonement 
Allfather made me serf to a mortal man 


To this land came I, tended mine host’s kine, 

And warded still his house unto this day. 

Righteous myself, I found a righteous man, 10 

The son of Pheres: him I snatched from death, 

Cozening the Fates: the Sisters promised me— 

‘ Admetus shall escape the imminent death 

If he for ransom gives another life.” 

To all he went—all near and dear,—and asked 

Father and grey-haired mother who gave him 
life ; 

But, save his wife, found none that would consent 

For him to die and never more see light. 

Now in his arms upborne within yon home 

She gaspeth forth her life: for on this day 20 

Her weird it is to die and fleet from life. | 

I, lest pollution taint me in their house, 

Go forth of yonder hall’s beloved roof. [Enter peatu. 

Lo, yonder Death ;—I see him nigh at hand, 
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@ANATOX 
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apopilopevos Kal KaTaTravwv. 
ovK HpKeaé cot popov "Adpunrov 
dvaxwdjtoat, Moipas SorL@ 
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ATIOAAQN 
4 
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@ANATOS 
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| ATIOAAQN 
4 > \ A / 9 / 
auvndes aet tadra Bacrdlew épot. 
@ANATOZ : 
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ATIOAAQN | 
4 a , 
dirou yap avdpos cupdopais Baptvopas. 
@ANATOZ 
Kal voordueis we Todde Seutépov vexpod ; 
ATIOAAQDN 
>) a 
arn’ od6 éxeivov mpds Biav a” adetdounv. 
- @ANATOZ 


A A , 
TOS ovV UTEP YS éoTL KOU KaTw ~Oovds ; 


ALCESTIS 


Priest of the dead, who comes to hale her down 
To Hades’ halls —well hath he kept his time, 
Watching this day, whereon she needs must die. 
DEATH 
Ha, thou at the palace! Wilt not make room, 
Phoebus?—thou wrestest the right yet again: 
Thou removest the landmarks of Gods of Gloom, 30 
_And thou makest their honours vain. 
Did this not suffice thee, to thwart that doom 
Of Admetus, when, all by thy cunning beguiled 
Were the Fates, that thou now must be warding the 
wife 
With thine hand made ready the bowstring to 
strain, 
Though she pledged her from death to redeem with 
her life | 
Her lord,—she, Pelias’ child? 


APOLLO 

Fear not: fair words and justice are with me. 
DEATH 

Justice with thee !—what needeth then the bow ? 
APOLLO 

This ?—’tis my wont to bear it evermore. 40 
DEATH 

Yea, and to aid yon house in lawless wise. 
APOLLO 

Mine heart is heavy for my friend’s mischance. 

| DEATH 

What, wilt thou wrest from me this second corpse? 
APOLLO 

Nay, not that other did I take by force. 
DEATH 


Not ?—why on earth then ?—why not underground? 
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ATIOAAQN 
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@ANATOS 
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ATIOAAQN 
” ? = ef # 3 A 4 
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@ANATOS 
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ATIOAAQN 
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@ANATOX 
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ou Sar’ eTLTTATAL dé TOUS éous TpoTrous. 


ALCESTIS 


APOLLO 

She was his ransom, she for whom thou comest. 
DEATH 

Yea, and will hale her deep beneath the earth. 
APOLLO 

Take her and go: I trow I shall not bend thee— 
DEATH 

To slay the victim due ?—-mine office this. 
APOLLO 

Nay, but to smite with death the ripe for death. 
DEATH 

I grasp thine argument—and thine earnestness ! 
APOLLO 

And may Alcestis never see old age ? 
DEATH 

Never :—should I not love mine honours too ? 
APOLLO 

*Tis soon or late,—thou canst but take one life. 

DEATH 

Yet mine the goodlier prize when die the young. 
APOLLO 

Though she die old, rich obsequies still are thine. 
DEATH 

Lo, Phoebus making laws to shield the rich ! 
APOLLO 

How say’st thou ?—thou a sophist unawares ! 
DEATH 

Would wealth not buy the boon of dying old? 
APOLLO 

So then thou wilt not grant this grace to me? 
DEATH 


Nay surely—dost not know my wonted way? 
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ATIOAAQN 
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HMIXOPION a’ 
tt wo?  ouxia mpocbev werdOpwv ; 
ti ceatyntat Sopos "Adunrov ; 


HMIXOPION 8’ 
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ALCESTIS 


APOLLO 

Hateful to mortals this, and loathed of Gods. 
DEATH 

All things beyond thy rights thou canst not have. 
APOLLO 

Surely thou shalt forbear, though ruthless thou, 

So mighty a man to Pheres’ halls shall come, 

Sent of Eurystheus forth, the courser-car 

From winter-dreary lands of Thrace to bring. 

Guest-welcomed in Admetus’ palace here, 

By force yon woman shall he wrest from thee. 

Yea, thou of me shalt have no thank for this, 70 

And ae shalt do it, and shalt have mine hate. 


[ Exit APOLLO. 
DEATH 


. Talk on, talk on: no profit shalt thou win. 


This woman down to Hades’ halls shall pass. 
For her I go: my sword shall seal her ours : 
For consecrated to the Nether Gods 
Is every head whose hair this sword hath shorn. 
[ att DEATH. 
Enter cuorus, dividing to right and left, so that the sec- 
tions answer one another till they unite at 1. 112. 
‘HALF-CHORUs | 
What meaneth this hush afront of the hall? 
The home of Admetus, why voiceless all ? 
HALF-CHORUS 2 
No friend of the house who should speak of its plight 
Is nigh, who should bid that we raise the keen 80 
For the dead, or should tell us that yet on the light 
Alcestis looketh, and liveth the Queen, 
The daughter of Pelias, noblest, I ween— 
Yea, in all men’s sight 
Most leal to her lord of all wives hath she been. 
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HMIXOPION a’ 

/ A \ A 
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@ Ilasav, paveins. 
HMIXOPION 6’ 
ov BN / > 3 4 
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HMIXOPION a’ 
/ AA , 
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HMIXOPION a’ 
100 murov wapale & ovK op@ avT. a’ 
myyatoy as vopitverat 
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HMIXOPION 8’ 
\ \ / U4 ® 
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HALF-cHoRUs 1 
Or hearest thou mourning or sighing (Str. 1) 
Or beating of hands, 
Or the wail of bereaved ones outcrying ? 
No handmaid stands 
At the palace-gate. (bird flying 
O Healer, appear for the dying, appear as a bright 
"Twixt the surges of fate ! 


HALF-CHORUS 2 , 
She lives !—were she dead, they had raised the keen. 


HALF-CHORUS | 
Nay, a corpse is all that was once a queen. 


HALF-CHORUS 2 
_ But not forth of the doors is the death-train gone. 


HALF-CHoRus | 
Whence cometh thine hope, which I boast not mine 
own? 
HALF-CHORUS 2 
Would the King without pomp of procession have 
yielded the grave the possession 
Of so dear, of so faithful an one? 
HALF-CHORUs | 
(Ant. 1) 
Nor the cup in the gateway appeareth, 
From the spring that they bear 
To the gate that pollution feareth, 
Nor the severed hair 
In the porch for the dead, 
Which the mourner in bitterness sheareth, neither 
beating of hands one heareth 
On maiden’s head. 
HALF-CHORUS 2 
Yet surely is this the appointed day— 
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HALF-cHorus | 
Ah! what wilt thou say? 


HALF-CHORUS 2 
Whereon of her doom she must pass to the tomb. 


HALF-CHORUS | 
With a keen pang’s smart hast thou stabbed mine 
heart. 
HALF-CHORUS 2 
It is meet, when the good are as flowers plucked 


away, 
That in sorrow’s gloom 110 
Should the breast of the old tried friend have part. 
CHORUS 
Though ye voyage all seas, (Str. 2) 


Ye shall light on no lands, 
Nor on Lycia’s leas, 
Nor Ammonian sands, 
Whence redemption shall come for the wretched, or 
loosing of Death’s dread bands. 


Doom’s chasm hard by 
Yawns fathomless-deep. 
What availeth to cry 120 
To the Gods, or to heap 
Their altars with costly oblations, to plead with the 
slaughter of sheep ? 


Ah, once there was one !— (Ant. 2) 
Were life’s light in the eyes 
Of Phoebus’s son, 
Then our darling might rise 
From the mansions of darkness, through portals of 
Hades return to our skies ; 


ATS 


AAKHSTIS 


Suabévras yap aviorn, 
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OVO ECTL KAK@V AKOS OVOdED. 


GAN HO otrabav éx Sopwv tis EpNeTau 
Saxpuppoovea: Tiva TUYNY aKovcomat ; 
mwevOeiv pév, eb Te Seatroratos TUYYavel, 
gcuyyvwctov: ei & er éativ euapuxos yun) 
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@EPATIAINA 


mempwopern yap Hpépa Sidleras. 
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For he raised up the dead, 
Ere flashed from the heaven, 
From Zeus’ hand sped, 
That bolt of the levin. 
But now what remaineth to wait for ?—what hope of 
her life is given? 130 


No sacrifice more 
Unrendered remaineth ; 
No God, but the gore 
From his altars down-raineth ; 
Yet healing is none for our ills, neither balm that 
the spirit sustaineth. 
[ Enter HANDMAID. 
But hither cometh of the handmaids one, 
Weeping the while. What tidings shall I hear? 
For all afflictions that befall thy lords 
Well mayst thou grieve ; but if thy lady lives 


Or even now hath passed, fain would we know. 140 
HANDMAID 
She liveth, and is dead : both mayst thou say. 
CHORUS 
Ay so !—how should the same be dead and live ? 
HANDMAID 
Even now she droopeth, gasping out her life. 
CHORUS 
O stricken king—how noble a queen thou losest ! 
HANDMAID 
His depth of loss he knows not ere it come. 
CHORUS 
And hope—is no hope left her life to save? 
HANDMAID 


None—for the day foredoomed constraineth her. 
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CHORUS ? 
Are all things meet, then, being done for her? 


HANDMAID 
Yea, ready is her burial-attire. 


CHORUS | 
Let her be sure that glorious she dies 150 
And noblest far of women ‘neath the sun. : 


HANDMAID 

Noblest ?>—how not?—what tongue will dare gain- 
say? 
What must the woman be who passeth her? 
How could a wife give honour to her lord 
More than by yielding her to die for him? 
And this—yea, all the city knoweth this ; 
But what within she did, hear thou, and marvel. 
For when she knew that the appointed day 
Was come, in river-water her white skin 
She bathed, and from the cedar-chests took forth 160 
Vesture and jewels, and decked her gloriously, 
And before Vesta’s altar stood, and prayed : 
“Queen, for I pass beneath the earth, I fall 
Before thee now, and nevermore, and pray :— 
Be mother to my orphans: mate with him 
A loving wife, with her a noble husband. 
Nor, as their mother dieth, so may they, 
My children, die untimely, but with weal 
In the home-land fill up a life of bliss.” 
To all the altars through Admetus’ halls [prayed, 170 
She went, with wreaths she hung them, and she 
Plucking the while the tresses of the myrtle, 
Tearless, unsighing, and the imminent fate 
Changed not the lovely rose-tint of her cheek. 
Then to her bower she rushed, fell on the bed ; 
419 
EE 2 


180 


190 


420 


AAKHSTIZ 


éevraia 57 ‘Sdxpuce rai révyer rade" 
@ AEKTpov, év0a mapbéver edu" eyo 
Kopedpar’ ex Tove avdpos, ov OvycKe Tépt, 
xaip ov yap &xOaipo a aTrwrETas dé pe 
povny ipo obvac yap o dxvotoa Kal Toot 
OuncKe. ae & addy Tes yun KEKTHO ETAL, 
Tappwv peev ovK av paddor, evTUN NS & icws. 
Kuvet 66 T1poamitvovca, Trav 5é déuvtov 
opOarporeynto devetas mAnppupion. 
émel dé ToAN@Y Oaxpvov elev KOpop, 
oreixet TpoverTrn)s éxtrecovaa Sepviwr, 
Kal TONG Cardpov éEvota’ emer tpagny 
Kappirev auray avdOis els KoiTHY TaD. 
maibes S€ TéTAwY pntpos eEnpTnpévot 
éxraov: 7 b€ NapBdvova’ és dyKdaras 
nomateT GAOT AAXOV, wS Gavovpévn. 
mavres & ExAatov oiKéTat KaTA aTéyas 
déorrowvay oixteipovtes. 1 dé SeErav 
mpourew exdoT@, KOUTIS qv o0TM KAKOS 
Ov ov Tpoaetre Kat ™ poo pnOn many. 
ToabT €v olkols eoriv “Abuh unTOU KaKd. 
Kai katOavev 7 ay @AET’, expuyov 5 éyeu 
TOTOUTOY AAYOS, OV TOT OU AEANTETAL. 
XOPO= 
7 Tou otevace. Toctd “Aduntos Kaxois, 
écOAs yuvatcds eb oTepnOnvat ade Xpr ; 
@EPATIAINA 
Khater y axowtiv év xEpoiv pidny é eyon, 
Kal wn mpodobvat McoeTat, TaunXava 
CnTav: pOiver yap | Kal papaivetas vor, 
Ta peLpern 8é, VELPOS aOdov Bapos, | 
Spas O€ xaitep opixpov éutrvéova Ett 


ALCESTIS 


And there, O there she wept, and thus she speaks : 
“OQ couch, whereon I loosed the maiden zone 
For this man, for whose sake I die to-day, 
Farewell: I hate thee not. Me hast thou slain, 
Me only: loth to fail thee and my lord 180 
I die; but thee another bride shall own, ——’ a 
Not more true-hearted ; happier perchance.” . 
Then falls thereon, and kisses: all the bed. 
Is watered with the flood of melting eyes. 
But having wept her fill of many tears, 
Drooping she goeth, reeling from the couch ; 
Yet oft, as forth the bower she passed, returned, 
And flung herself again upon the bed. 
And the babes, clinging to their mother’s robes, 
Were weeping; and she clasped them in her 
arms, 190 
Fondling now this, now that, as one death-doomed. 
And all the servants ‘neath the roof were weeping, 
Pitying their lady. But to each she stretched 
Her right hand forth; and none there was so 
mean : 
To whom she spake not and received reply. 
Such are the ills Admetus’ home within. 
Now, had he died, he had ended ; but, in ‘scaping, 
He bears a pain that he shall ne’er forget. 
- CHORUS 
Doth not Admetus groan for this affliction 
Of such a noble wife to be bereft? 200 
: HANDMAID 
Ay, weeps, and clasps his dear ‘one in his arms, 
And prays, “ Forsake me not !’’—asking the while 
The impossible, for still she wanes and wastes, 
Drooping her hand, a misery-burdened weight ; 
But yet, albeit hardly breathing still, 
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1 Hermann : for MSS. roid’ épedpes, nad viv. 


ALCESTIS 


To the sun’s rays fain would she lift her eyes, 
As nevermore, but for the last time now 
Destined to see the sun’s beam and his orb. 
But I will go and make thy presence known : 
For ‘tis not all that love so well their kings 
As to stand by them, in afflictions loyal. 
But from of old my lords were loved of thee. —_[ Ext. 
[ Nine members of the cHorus chant successwvely :— 
CHORUs | 
O Zeus, for our lords is there naught but 
despair ? 
No path through the tangle of evils, no loosing ot 
chains that have bound them? 
CHORUS 2 
No tidings ?>—remaineth but rending of hair, 
And the stricken ones turned to the tomb with the 
garments of sorrow around them ? 
, cHoRus 3 
Even so—even so! yet uplift we in prayer 
Our hands to the Gods, for that power from the days 
everlasting hath crowned them. 
CHORUS 4 
O Healer-king, 
Find thou for Admetus the balm of relief, for the 
captive deliverance ! 
. cHorus 5 
Vouchsafe it, vouchsafe it, for heretofore 
Hast thou found out a way; even now. once 
more 
Pluck back our belovéd from Hades’ door, 
Strike down Death’s hand red-reeking with 
gore | - 
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ALCESTIS 


CHOoRus 6 
| Woe’s me !.woe’s me !—let the woe-dirge ring ! 
Ah, scion of Pheres, alas for thy lot, for love’s long 
severance ! 


cHorus 7 
For such things on his sword might a man not fall, 


Or knit up his throat in the noose ’twixt the heaven : 
and the earth that quivereth? 230 


cHorus 8 
For his dear one——nay, but his dearest of all 
Shall he see on this day lying dead, while her spirit 
by Lethe shivereth. 


cHorus 9 
O look !—look yonder, where forth of the hall 
She cometh, and he at her side whose life by her 
life she delivereth. 


CHORUS, UNITED 

Cry, Land Pheraean, shrill the keen! 
Lift up thy voice to wail thy best 
There dying, and thy queenliest 

Slow wasting to the Gates Unseen ! 


Tell me not this, that wedlock brings 

To them that wed more bliss than woe. 

I look back to the long-ago: 240 
I muse on these unhappiest things. 


Lo, here a king—he forfeiteth 
The truest heart, the noblest wife ; 
And what shall be henceforth his life ? 
A darkened day, a living death. 
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ALCESTIS 


Enter female attendants supporting ALcEstis, accompanied 
by ADMETUS and CHILDREN. 
ALCESTIS 
O Sun, and the day’s dear light, (Str. 1) 
And ye clouds through the wheeling heaven in the 
race everlasting flying ! 


ADMETUS 
He seeth thee and me, two stricken ones, _. 
Which wrought the Gods no wrong, that thou shouldst 
die. 


ALCESTIS . 
O Land, O stately height (Ant. 1) 
Of mine halls, and my bridal couch in Iolcos my 
fatherland lying! 
ADMETUS 


Uplift thee, hapless love, forsake me not, 
And pray the mighty Gods in ruth to turn. 


ALCESTIS 
: (Sér. 2) 
I see the boat with the oars twin-sweeping, 
And, his hand on the pole as in haste aye keeping, 
Charon the Ferryman calleth, “ What ho, wilt thou 
linger and linger? 
Hasten,—’tis thou dost delay me!” he crieth with 
beckoning finger. 
ADMETUS 
Ah me! a bitter ferrying this thou namest! 
O evil-starred, what woes endure we now ! 


ALCESTIS 
_ (Ant. 2) 
One haleth me—haleth me hence to the mansion 
Of the dead !—dost thou mark not the darkling 
expansion 
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ALCESTIS 


Of the pinions of Hades, the blaze of his eyes ‘neath 
their caverns out-glaring ? 

What wouldst thou ?—Unhand me !—In anguish and 
pain by what path am I faring ! 


. ADMETUS 
Woeful to them that love thee : most to me 
And to thy babes, sad sharers in this grief. 


3 ALCESTIS 
Let be—let me sink back to rest me : (Epode) 
There is no strength left in my feet. 
Hades is near, and the night 
Is darkening down on my sight. 
Darlings, farewell: on the light 270 
Long may ye look :—I have blessed ye 
Ere your mother to nothingness fleet. 


ADMETUS 
Ah me! for thy word rusheth bitterness o’er me, 
Bitterness passing the anguish of death ! 
Forsake me not now, by the Gods I implore thee. 
By the babes thou wilt orphan, O yield not thy 
. breath! 
Look up, be of cheer: if thou diest, before me 
Is nothingness. Living, we aye live thine, 
And we die in thy death ; for our hearts are a shrine 
Wherein for thy love passing word we adore thee! 


| ALCESTIS 

Aawicuis~ te thou seést all my plight,— 280 
Fain would I speak mine heart’s wish ere I die. 

I, honouring thee, and setting thee in place 

Before mine own soul still to see this light, 

Am dying, unconstrained to die for thee. 

I might have wed what man Thessalian 

I would, have dwelt wealth-crowned in princely halls; 
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ALCESTIS 


Yet would not live on, torn away from thee, 

With orphaned children: wherefore spared I not 

The gifts of youth still mine, wherein I joyed. 

Yet she that bare, he that begat, forsook thee, - 290 
Though fair for death their time of life was come, 

Yea, fair, to save their son and die renowned. 

Their only one wert thou : no hope there was 

To get them sons thereafter, hadst thou died. 

So had I lived, and thou, to after days: 

Thou wert not groaning, of thy wife bereaved, 

Thy children motherless. Howbeit this 

Some God hath brought to pass: it was to be. 

So be it. Remember thou what thank is due 

For this,—I never can ask full requital ; 300 
For naught there is more precious than the life,— 
And justly due ; for these thy babes thou lovest 
No less than I, if that thine heart be right. 


Suffer that they have lordship in mine home: 

Wed not a stepdame to supplant our babes, 

Whose heart shall tell her she is no Alcestis, 

Whose jealous hand shall smite them, thine and 
mine. 

Do not, ah, do not this—I pray thee, I! 

For the new stepdame hateth still the babes 

Of her that’s gone with more than viper-venom. 310 | 

The boy—his father is his tower of strength 

To whom to speak, of whom to win reply ; 

But, O my child, what girlhood will be thine ? 

To thee what would she be, thy father’s yoke-mate ? 

What if with ill report she smirched thy name, 

And in thy youth’s flower marred thy marriage- 
hopes ? 

For thee thy mother ne’er shall deck for bridal, 

Nor hearten thee in travail, O my child, 
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ALCESTIS 


There, where naught gentler than the mother is. 

For I must die; nor shall it be to-morn, 320 

Nor on the third day comes on me this doom: 

Straightway of them that are not shall I be. 

Farewell, be happy. Now for thee, my lord, 

Abides the boast to have won the noblest wife, 

For you, my babes, to have sprung from noblest 
mother. 


CHORUS 


Fear not ; for I am bold to speak for him: 
This will he do, an if he be not mad. 


ADMETUS 
It shall, it shall be, fear not: thou alone 
Living wast mine ; and dead, mine only wife 330 


Shalt thou be called: nor ever in thy stead 

Shall bride Thessalian hail me as her lord. 

None is there of a father so high-born, 

None so for beauty peerless among women. 
Children enough have I: I pray the Gods 

For joy in these—lost is our joy in thee ! 

Not for a year’s space will I mourn for thee, 

But long as this my life shall last, dear wife, 
Loathing my mother, hating mine own sire, 

For in word only, not in deed, they loved me. 340 
Thou gav’st in ransom for my life thine all 

Of precious, and,didst save. Do I not well 

To groan, who lose such yokefellow in thee? 
Revels shall cease, and gatherings at the wine, 
Garlands, and song, which wont to fill mine house. 
No, never more mine hand shall touch the lyre: 
Nor will I lift up heart to sing to flute 

Of Libya: stolen is life’s joy with thee. 

Fashioned by craftsmen’s cunning hands, thy form 


433 
_ VOL. IV. : F F 


350 


360 


370 


434 


AAKHSTIS 


> \ > lA ? / . 
eixacbey év NExTpotowy ExTaOnoeTat, 
@ Wpoomecovpat Kal TEPLT TUS WY vépas 
$ lal \ Q b > 4 
Ovopa KaX@V cov THV dirAnv ev ayKadats 
d0£@ yuvaixa xaitrep ovK Exwy Exetv, 

\ / 9 4 ’ »@ 4 
uypav pév, olpar, Téepryw, adr Opws Bapos 
uyis atravtAoinv dv: év 8 oveipact 

A ‘ 
fortacd p evppaivors dv dv yap dirous 

a 4 

Kav vuxtl Nevaocey, SvTLV av Traph ypovov. 
ef 8 "Opdéws pot yAWooa Kal pérXos Trapny, 
aot  xopny Anuntpos } Ketvns Toot 
Buvorot KnAnoavta a’ €& “Ardov NaPeiv, 

a 5A / > ] wf ¢ iA 4. 
KatnrOov av, cai w ov o IIdovtTwvos Kvov 

A bh e¢ \ A \ A 4 

ov ovTi Kwirn uxoTouTos av Xapwv~ 
éxxov, Tplv eis POs cov KaTaaTHoat Biov. 

3 an 
arr’ ody éxeice rpocdoxa p’, Stay Odva, 
Kal dap étoipal, @S cuvOLKHaOUCGE pol. 
éy taicw avtais yap mw émicxippw Kédpois 
colt Tova de Ocivar TAEUpA T EexTeivat TEAS 
WAéeupoiat Tois cols: pndé yap Oavwv TroTeE 
gov ywpls elnv THS porns TLaTHS epol. 

XOPOX 

\ , li li 
Kal pnp éyw aot TévOOS ws hiros Piro 
AUTFpoV Guvoicw THade: Kal yap akia. 

AAKH3TI2 
? va) > \ \ 499 > , 
@ Traides, avTot bn Tad’ ElonKkovoaTe 
TATPOS A€YOVTOS 1) yapeiv AAANV TLVa 
yuvaix éd’ viv pnd atipdoey ep. 
AAMHTOS 

A , iz 4 

Kai vov yé pnt, kal TeAXeUTHTW TAde. 


AAKH3TIZ 
> AN a a \ 3 > A , 
él Toiade Traidas yetpos €& éuns Séyouv. 


ALCESTIS 


Imaged, shall lie as sleeping on a bed, 

Falling whereon, and clasping with mine hands, 350 
Calling thy name, in fancy shall mine arms 

Hold my belovéd, though I hold her not :— 

A drear delight, I wot: yet shall I lift 

The burden from my soul. In dreams shalt thou 

Haunt me and gladden : sweet to see the loved, 

Though but as fleeting phantoms of the night. 


But, were the tongue and strain of Orpheus mine, 

To witch Demeter’s Daughter and her lord, 

And out of Hades by my song to win thee, 

I had fared down; nor Pluto’s Hound had stayed 
me, 

Nor Spirit-wafter Charon at the oar, 

Or ever I restored thy life to light. 

Yet there look thou for me, whenso I die : 

Prepare a home, as who shall dwell with the. 

For in the selfsame cedar chest, wherein 

Thou liest, will I bid them lay my bones 

At thy side: never, not in death, from thee, 

My one true loyal love, may I be sundered ! 


CHORUS 
Yea, I withal will mourn, as friend with friend, 
With thee for this thy wife, for she is worthy. 370 


ALCESTIS 
My children, ye yourselves have heard all this, 
Have heard your father pledge him ne’er to wed 
For your oppression and for my dishonour. 


ADMETUS 
Yea, now I say it, and I will perform. 


ALCESTIS 
On these terms take the children from mine hand. 
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ALCESTIS 


ADMETUS 


I take them—precious gift from precious hand. 
ALCESTIS 
Thou in my stead be a mother now to these. 
ADMETUS 
I must, I must —they are bereft of thee! 
ALCESTIS 
Darlings, when most I need to live, I die. 
. ADMETUS 
Ah me !—what shall I do, forlorn of thee ? 380 
ALCESTIS 


Thy wound shall time heal :—nothingness are the 
dead. 
ADMETUS 
Take me, ah take me with thee to the grave! 
_ ALCESTIS 
Suffice it that one dies—she dies for thee. 
ADMETUS 
O Fate, of what a wife dost thou bereave me! 
ALCESTIS 
Dark --dark—mine eyes are drooping, heavy-laden. 
ADMETUS 
Oh, I am lost if thou wilt leave me, wife ! 
ALCESTIS 
No more—I am no more: as naught account me. 
ADMETUS 
Uplift thy face : forsake not thine own children! 
| ALCESTIS 
Sore loth do I—yet O farewell, my babes! 
. ADMETUS 
Look on them—look ! 
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THY Ov KAVOVaaY OVO OPaGaY: WaT’ éyw 
Kal — Bapeta cuppopa mremdjypeda. 
ETMHAOZ 
> 
véos eyo, marep, AevTropat diras av. 
HOVOTTOADS TE “ATPOS* @ 
oxéerra 89 1rabev 


ALCESTIS 


ALCESTIS 


Nothing am I henceforth. 
ADMETUS 
Ah, leav’st thou us? 
ALCESTIS 
Farewell. [ Dies. 
ADMETUS 
O wretch undone ! 
CHORUS : 
Gone,—gone! No more she lives, Admetus’ wife! 
EUMELUS 
(Str.) 
Woe for my lot !—to the tomb hath my mother de- 
scended, descended ! [the sun 


Never again, O my father, she seéth the light of 
In anguish she leaves us forsaken: the story is 
ended, is ended, {motherless life is begun. 
Of her sheltering love, and the tale of the 
Look—look on her eyelids, her hands drooping nerve- 
less! O hear me, O hear me! 
It is I—I beseech thee, my mother !—thine own 
little, own little bird ! [me, so near me ; 
It is I—O, I cast me upon thee—thy lips are so near 
Unto mine am I pressing them, mother !—I plead 
for a word—but a word ! 
ADMETUS 
With her who heareth not, nor seéth : ye 
And I are stricken with a heavy doom. 


EUMELUS 
(Ant.) 
And I am but a little one, father—so young, and for- 
saken, forsaken, [shall be mine! 


_Forlorn of my mother—O hapless! a weariful lot 
439 
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AAKHSTIS 


éy@ épya x « ov TE, 
aovyKact pot Kovpa, 
* x * * * GUvéTrAAS 
x ex EQ ) TAT Ep. | 
avovat avovar’ évipdevaas, ovdé yjpus : 
éBas TéNOS ovv Tad° | 
EpOiTo yap tapos, 
oixoHeras dé cov, watep, GNwXev oiKos. 
XOPOZ 

‘Adu?’ avarynn taade cupdopas hépery: 
ov yap Tl IWp@TOS ovdE hota Gos Bpotray 
yuvacxos eo Onis hutTraKes: yiyvooke Se 
os Taow Hiv KatOaveiv dpeireTac. 

AAMHTOX | 
ericTapat yes KOvK agve KaKOV TOOE 
TpooenTar das 8 abt’ éretpounv wanda. 
aAn’, éxpopay yap TOvdE Ojoopar vexpov, 
mapeare Kal pévovTes avTnynoate 
Taiava T@ Katwbey dorovdp Oe@. 
Taow dé @cacaroiow & OV éy@ KpaTao 
mTévOous yuva.Kes Thode Kowovabat Neyo 
Koupa Fupnices Kal pedapr emp oTONg}. 
TeOpummd ot cevryvuode Kal povaprruKas 
ToXOUVS, oSiipy Teper’ aby evov PoBny. 
avhev dé pn Kar’ doru, i) Npas KTUTOS 
éoTo gedvas dadex’ éxmrAnpoupévas: 
ov yap tw aXXov pidrepov Odrxpw vexpov 
Tove ovd apetvor" els eu agia b€ pot 
TULHS, Emel TEOVNKEY aYT’ énod jwdvn. 


ALCESTIS 


And thou, little maiden, my sister, the burden hast 
taken, hast taken, 
Which thy brother may bear not alone, and a 
weariful lot shall be thine. 410 
O father, of long-living love was thy marriage un- 
cherished, uncherished : 
Thou hast won not the goal of old age with the 
love of thy youth at thy side ; 
For, or ever she came to the fulness of days, she hath 
perished, hath perished ; 
And the home is a wreck and a ruin, for thou, O my 
mother, hast died ! 
CHORUS 
Admetus, this affliction must thou bear. 
Not first of mortals thou, nor thou the last 
Hast lost a noble wife ; and, be thou sure, 
From us, from all, this debt is due—to die. 
ADMETUS 
I know it: nowise unforeseen this ill 420 
Hath swooped on me: long anguished I foreknew it. 
But—for to burial must I bear my dead— 
Stay ye, and, tarrying, echo back my wail 
To that dark God whom no drink-offerings move. 
And all Thessalians over whom I rule 
I bid take part in mourning for this woman 
With shaven head and sable-shrouding robe. 
And ye which yoke the cars four-horsed, or steeds 
Of single frontlet, shear with steel their manes. 
Music of flutes the city through, or lyres, 430 
Be none, while twelve moons round their circles out : 
For dearer dead, or kinder unto me 
I shall not bury: worthy of mine honour 
Is she, for she alone hath died for me. 
[Exit with attendants bearing in the corpse. 
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XOPOX 
, 
® IleXtouv Ouyatep, oTp. a 
U , > b , , 
Yatpovaad por ety Aida Sopotoev 
TOV GVGNLOV OLKOV OiKETEVOLS. 
>) 
tatw 5° Aidas 0 pedayyxaitas Beds 5 7 eri Kowa 
Tndari@ TE yépwv 
vexpotroumros ies, 
\ \ \ \ a > 9S 
modu 59 Trodv 67 yuvaix apiotapv 
Mypvay ’Ayepovtiay ropev- 
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TOANG GE fovcoTroAOL avt. a’ 
pédapover Kal? érrdrovev 7 dpetav 

éduv &v 7” advpois KA€ovTes Tyvors, 

Tapra KUKAOS avixa Kapvetov trepwiocetat @pas 
MNvos, aetpouévas 
Tavvuxov céedavas, 
Mtrapaiai 7 év dABias ABadvats. 
toiav édures Oavotca pon- “ 
av peréwov aotoois. 


0’ én’ éuol per ein, otp. 8 


Suvaipay Sé ve mréurpat 

ddos €& Aida tepdpvwy 

Kwxvtod te peéOpov . 

TwoTapia veptépa Te KwTra. 

, 4 f@ 7 fb . a 

oU yap, ® hova, » dida yuvaikov, 

ov TOY avTas 

54 / ? \ a b a 

ETAAS TocW aYTL cas apeirpat 
a / 

puyas €& “Asa. Kxovha cor 

XIav éravwbe wéoor, yovat. et dé Tt 
XN 

KaLtvov EoLTO A€XOS Troats, 7 pad’ dv Epwouy dv ein 

atuynGels Téxvois TE TOLS Cols. 
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ALCESTIS 


CHORUS 

O Pelias’ daughter, I hail thee : (Str. 1) 

I wave thee eternal farewell 
To thine home where the darkness must veil thee, 

Where in Hades unsunned thou shalt dwell. 
Know, Dark-haired, thy grey Spirit-wafter 

Hath sped not with twy-plashing oar _ 440 . 
Woman nobler, nor shall speed hereafter 

To Acheron’s shore. 


For the seven-stringed shell, or for pean (Ant. 1) 
Unharped, shall thy fame be a song, 
When o’er Sparta the moon Carnean 
High rideth the whole night long. 450 
And in Athens the wealthy and splendid 
"Shall thy name on her bards’ lips ring ; 
Such a theme hast thou left to be blended 
With the lays that they sing. 


O that the power were but in me, (Str. 2) 
From the chambers of Hades, to light, 
' And from streams of Cocytus, to win thee 
With the oar of the River of Night ! 
O dear among women, strong-hearted 460 
From Hades to ransom thy lord ! 
Never spirit in such wise departed. 
Light lie on thee, Lady, the sward ! 
And, if ever thine husband shall mate him 
Again with a bride in thy stead, 
I will loathe him, his children shall hate him, 
The babes of the dead. 


443 


AAKH3TIS 


paTépos ov OeXovaas | avt. 8 
™po Tatoos xOovi Kpurpat 
déuas, ovde TraTpos yepatov, 
* *§ &€ & & ¥ * 
Ov érexoy 8’, ovK érhav prec Oar 
470 o ETAL, ToNay EXOVTE NatTav. 
ov & év iBa 
veg mpobaveiicn pores ovyet. 
TovavrEs ein foe Kupoal 
cuvoudbos prrias GdOXOU" TOvTO yap 
€v Brore omaviov Epos: 7 yap av Emory’ aduiros 
80’ aidvos av Evvein. 
HPAKAH2 
Eévot, Pepaias THobeE KophTal xOoves, 
"Aduntov év Sopoow apa Kiyyave ; 
XOPOX 
éor ev Bopoce mais Dépntos, ‘Hpdxneus. 
arr elTré Ypeia Tis oe Ococarav xOova 
480 téutret, Pepaiov dotu tpoaBivat Tode. 


HPAKAHZ 
/ , >] a U 
TipvvOie mpacow tiv’ Kipuabet trovov. 
XOPO 
\ Aa , a , , 
Kal Trot Wopever ; TH TpocélevEar WAAYY; 
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XOPOZ 
A @ , A ” 9 , 
Tas ov Suvycer; av amretpos et Eévov; 
HPAKAHS 
atretpos: ovTw Biorovwv 7rOov xOédva. 
XOPO% 


b] 4 of 4 > 4 
OUK éoTLY inTwV SecTrOTa a avev payns. 
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ALCESTIS 


When his mother would not be contented (Ant. 2) 
To hide her for him in the tomb, 
Nor his grey-haired father consented, 


Unholpen he looked on his doom. not, 
Whom they bare—the hard-hearted !—they cared 
Though hoary their locks were, to save ! 470 


Thou art gone, for thy great love spared not 
Thy blossom of youth from the grave. 
Ah, may it be mine, such communion 
Of hearts !—’tis vouchsafed unto few :— 
Then ours should be sorrowless union 
Our life-days through. 
Enter HERCULES. 
| HERCULES 
Strangers, who dwell in this Pheraean land, 
Say, do I find Admetus in his home ? 
_ CHORUS 
Hercules, in his home is Pheres’ son. 
Yet say, what brings thee to Thessalian land, 
That thou shouldst come to this Pheraean town ? 480 
HERCULES 
A toil for King Eurystheus, lord of Tiryns. 
CHORUS 
And whither journeyest? To what wanderings 
yoked ? i 
HERCULES 
For Thracian Diomedes’ four-horsed car. 
CHORUS 
How canst thou? Sure he is unknown to thee! 
HERCULES 
Unknown: Bistonian land I never saw. 
CHORUS 
Not save by battle may those steeds be won. 
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HPAKAH= 
3 b Qo 9d “A ‘ , U > 4 
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XOPOX 
\ v3 @ A \ > fo) a 
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, ‘ 
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XOPOZ 
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HPAKAH= 
EL [Ln ye TOP Trvéovat MUKTHPwD ATrO. 
XOPOZ 
le) a 4 
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HPAKAH= 
A > 
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XOPOZ 
4 ¥ A ed 4 
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w 4 
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Kai Tovde TOUpOD Saipovos Trovoy AéyeELs, 
oKANpos yap del Kai mpos altros Epyerat, 
el Ypy pe Trataiv ods “Apns eyeivato 
paxny cvvaat, tpata pev Avedort, 
avéis dé Kuxve, tovde 8 épyopar tpitov 


ayava Toros Seotrotn TE TULBarov. 


ALCESTIS 


HERCULES 
Yet flinch I may not from the appointed toils. 
CHORUS 
Thy life or his—a triumph or a grave. 
HERCULES 
Not this the first time I have run such course. 
CHORUS 7 
What profit is it if thou slay their lord? 490 
HERCULES 
Those steeds shall I drive back to Tiryns’ King. 
CHORUS 
Hard task, to set the bit betwixt their jaws. 
HERCULES 
That shall I, if their nostrils breathe not fire. 
CHORUS 


Yea, but with ravening jaws do they rend men. 


HERCULES 
Go to—thus mountain-wolves, not horses, feast. 


CHORUS 
Nay, thou canst see their cribs besprent with gore. 


HERCULES 
Whom boasteth he for father, he that reared thes ? 


CHORUS 


Ares, the lord of Thracia’s golden shields. 


HERCULES 
Thou say’st: such toil my fate imposeth still, 
Harsh evermore, uphillward straining aye, 500 
If I must Still in battle close with sons 
Gotten of Ares; with Lycaon first, 
And Cycnus then; and lo, I come to grapple— 
The third strife this—with ygn steeds and their lord. 
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GX ovTis Extiv bs TOY AXKEHYNS yovov 
TpécavTa YElpa ToAEpay ToT drpeTat. 
XOPO 
\ \ a#Q> > \ fo) , N 
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AAMHTOZ 
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AAMHTOZ 
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| HPAKAH2 
, \ A 
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. AAMHTOZ 
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HPAKAH% 
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AAMHTOZ 
A a A 4 
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HPAKAH% e 
, 4 9 A 4 , 
motepa Oavovons eltras  Swons trépe; 
AAMHTOZ . 


wv > 4, y 5) , , 
EOTLY TE KOUKET EOTLV, ANYUVEL b€ pe. 


ALCESTIS 


But the man lives not who shall ever see 

Alcmena’s son flinch from a foeman’s hand. 
CHORUS 

Lo, there himself, the ruler of the realm, 

Admetus, cometh forth his palace-hall. 

Enter apMETUS. 
ADMETUS 

Joy to thee, sprung from Zeus’ and Perseus’ blood ! 
HERCULES 

Admetus, joy to thee, Thessalia’s king! 510 

ADMETUS (aside) 
Joy ?—would ’twere mine ! (aloud) Thanks !—thy 
good heart I know. 


HERCULES 

Wherefore for mourning shaven show’st thou thus ? 
ADMETUS 

This day must I commit to earth a corpse. 
HERCULES 

Now heaven forfend thou mourn’ st for children dead ! 
ADMETUS 

In mine home live the babes whom I begat. 
HERCULES 

Sooth, death-ripe were thy sire, if he be gone. 
ADMETUS 

He liveth, and my mother, Hercules. 
HERCULES 

Surely, O surely, not thy wife, Admetus ? 
ADMETUS 

_Twofold must be mine answer touching her..- 
HERCULES | 

Or hath she died, say’st thou, or liveth ae ? 520 
ADMETUS 


She is, and she is not: here lies my grief. 
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ALCESTIS 


HERCULES 

Nothing the more I know: dark sayings thine. 
ADMETUS 

Know’st not the fate to which she is foredoomed ? 
HERCULES 

I know she pledged herself to die for thee. 
ADMETUS 

How lives she then, if she to this consented ? 

| HERCULES 

Mourn not thy wife ere dead : abide the hour. 
ADMETUS 

One doomed is.dead ; the dead hath ceased to be. 
HERCULES 

Diverse are these—to be and not to be. 
ADMETUS 

This, Hercules, thy sentence : that is mine. 
HERCULES 

But now, why weep’st thou? What dear friend is 

dead? 530 

ADMETUS 


A woman—hers the memory we mourn. 


HERCULES 

Some stranger born, or nigh of kin to thee? 
ADMETUS 

A stranger born: yet near and dear to us. 
HERCULES 

How died a stranger then in house of thine? 


ADMETUS 
An orphan here she dwelt, her father dead. 


HERCULES 
Would I had found thee mourning not, Admetus. 
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AAMHTOZ 
e la 
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HPAKAHS 
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Eevavas oikas, trois Tt épectaow dpdaov 
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ALCESTIS 


_ ADMETUS 

Ay so ?—what purpose lurketh ’neath thy word ? 
HERCULES 

On will I to another host’s hearth-welcome. 
ADMETUS 

It cannot be: may no such grief befall ! 
HERCULES 

A burden unto mourners comes the guest. 540 
ADMETUS 

Dead are the dead :—-but enter thou mine house. 
HERCULES 

"Twere shame to banquet in the house of weeping. 
ADMETUS | 

Aloof the guest-halls are where we will lodge thee. 
HERCULES 

Let me pass on: so earn my thanks untold. 
ADMETUS 


Unto another’s hearth thou canst not go. 
[ Zo an attendant| Ho thou, lead on: open the guest- 
_ halls looking | 
Away from these our chambers. Tell my stewards 
To set on meat in plenty. Shut withal 
The mid-court doors: it fits not that the guests, 
The while they feast, hear wailings, and be vexed. 550 


, [ Excet HERCULES. 
CHORUS 


What dost thou ?—such affliction at the door, 
And guests for thee, Admetus? Art thou mad ? 
| ADMETUS 
But had I driven him from my home and city 
Who came my guest, then hadst thou praised me more? 
Nay, verily: mine affliction so had grown 
No less, and more inhospitable were I! 
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XOPOX 
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ALCESTIS 


And to mine ills were added this beside, 

That this my home were called “Guest-hating Hall.” 
Yea, and myself have proved him kindliest host — 
Whene’er to Argos’ thirsty plain I fared. 


CHORUS 
Why hide then the dread Presence in the house, 
When came a friend? Thyself hast named him friend. 


ADMETUS 
Never had he been won to pass my doors, 
Had he one whit of mine afflictions known. 
To some, I wot, not wise herein I seem, 
Nor will such praise : but mine halls have not learnt 
To thrust away nor to dishonour guests. 


CHORUS 
(Str. 1) 
Halls thronged of the guests ever welcome, O 
' dwelling 
Of a hero, for ever the home of the free, - 
The Lord of the lyre-strings sweet beyond telling, 
Apollo, hath deignéd to sojourn in thee. 
Amid thine habitations, a shepherd of sheep, 
The flocks of Admetus he scorned not to keep, 
While the shepherds’ bridal-strains, soft-swelling 
From his pipe, pealed over the slant-sloped lea. 
(Ant. 1) 
And the spotted lynxes for joy of thy singing 
Mixed with thy flocks ; and from Othrys’ dell 
Trooped tawny lions: the witchery-winging 
Notes brought dancing around thy shell, 
Phoebus, the dappled fawn from the shadow 
Of the tall-tressed pines tripping forth to the meadow, 
Beating time to the chime of the rapture-ringing 
Music, with light feet tranced by its spell. 
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ALCESTIS 


(Str. 2) 
Wherefore the flocks of my lord unnumbered 
By the Boebian mere fair-rippling stray : 590 
Where the steeds of the sun halt, darkness-cumbered, 
By Molossian mountains, far away 
The borders lie of his golden grain, 
And his rolling stretches of pasture-plain ; 
And the havenless beach Aegean hath slumbered 
Under Pelion long ’neath the peace of his sway. 


(Ant. 2) 

And now, with the tears from his eyes fast-raining, 

Wide hath he opened his doors to the guest, 
While newly his heart ‘neath its burden is straining, 

For the wife that hath died in his halls distressed. 600 
For to honour’s heights are the high-born lifted, 
And the good are with truest wisdom gifted ; 
And there broods on mine heart bright trust 

unwaning 


That the god-reverer shall yet be blest. 


ADMETUS 

O kindly presence of Pheraean men, [servants 
This corpse even now, with all things meet, my 
Bear on their shoulders to the tomb and pyre. 
Wherefore, as custom is, hail ye the dead, 

On the last journey as she goeth forth. 610 


CHORUS 

Lo, I behold thy sire with aged foot 

Advancing : his attendants in their hands 

Bear ornaments to deck the dead withal. 

Enter puEres nith attendants bearing gifts. 
PHERES 

I come in thine afflictions sorrowing, son : 

A noble wife and virtuous hast thou lost, 
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ALCESTIS 


None will gainsay: yet these calamities 

We needs must bear, how hard to bear soever. 
Receive these ornaments, and let her pass 

Beneath the earth : well may the corpse be honoured 
Of her who for thy life’s sake died, my son ; 620 
Who made me not unchilded, left me not 

Forlorn of thee to pine in woeful eld. 

In all her sisters’ eyes she hath crowned her life 
With glory, daring such a deed as this. 

O saviour of my son, who hast raised us up 

In act to fall, all hail! May bliss be thine 

Even in Hades. Thus to wed, I say, 

Profiteth men—or nothing-worth is marriage. 


ADMETUS — 


Not bidden of me to her burial comest thou, 

Nor count I thine the presence of a friend. 630 

Thine ornaments she never shall put on ; 

She shall be buried needing naught of thine. 

Thou grieve!—thou shouldst have grieved in my 
death-hour ! 

Thou stood’st aloof—the old, didst leave the young 

To die :— and wilt thou wail upon this corpse? 

Wast thou not, then, true father of my body ? 

Did she that said she bare me, and was called 

Mother, not give me birth? Of bondman blood 

To thy wife’s breast was I brought privily ? 

Put to the test, thou showedst who thou art, | 640 

And I account me not thy true-born son. 

Peerless of men in soulless cowardice ! 

So old, and standing on the verge of life, 

Thou hadst no will, no heart hadst thou to‘die 

For thine own son! Ye let her die, a woman 

Not of our house, whom I with righteous cause 
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ALCESTIS 


Might count alone my mother and my father. 
Yet here was honour, hadst thou dared the strife, 
In dying for thy son. A paltry space 

To cling to life in any wise was left. 

Then had I lived, and she, through days to come, 
Nor I, left lorn, should thus mine ills bemoan. 
Yet all that may the fortunate betide 

Fell to thy lot; in manhood’s prime a king, 

Me hadst thou son and heir unto thine house, 

So that thou wast not, dying, like to leave 

A childless home for stranger folk to spoil. 


Nor canst thou say that flouting thy grey hairs 

I had giv’n thee up to death, whose reverence - 
For thee was passing word :—and this the thank 
That thou and she that bare me render me! 
Wherefore, make haste: beget thee other sons 
To foster thy grey hairs, to compass thee 


With death's observance, and lay out thy corpse. 


Not I with this mine hand will bury thee. 

For thee dead am I. If I see the light,— 
Another saviour found,—I call me son 

To him, and loving fosterer of his age. 

With false lips pray the old for death’s release, 
Plaining of age and weary-wearing time. 


Let death draw near—who hails his coming? None: 


No more is eld a burden unto them. 
a CHORUS 
O hush! Suffice the affliction at the doors. 
O son, infuriate not thy father’s soul. 
PHERES 


Sor, whom, think’st thou—some Lydian slave or 


Phrygian 
Bought with thy money ?—thus beratest thou ? 
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ALCESTIS 


What, know’st thou not that I Thessalian am, 

Sprung from Thessalian sire, free man true-born ? 
This insolence passeth !—hurling malapert words 

On me, not lightly thus shalt thou come off! 680 


Thee I begat and nurtured, of mine house 

The heir : no debt is mine to die for thee. 

Not from my sires such custom I received 

That sires for sons should die: no Greek law this, 
Born for thyself wast thou, to fortune good 

Or evil : all thy dues from me thou hast. 

O’er many folk thou rulest ; wide demesnes 

Shall I leave thee : to me my father left them. 
What is my wrong, my robbery of thee? 

For me die thou not, I die not for thee. 690 
Thou joy’st to see light—shall thy father joy not? 
Sooth, I account our time beneath the earth 
Long, and our life-space short, yet is it sweet. 
Shamelessly hast thou fought against thy death : 
Thy life is but transgression of thy doom 

And murder of thy wife! My cowardice !— 

This from thee, dastard, by a woman outdone 
Who died for thee, the glorious-gallant youth ! 


Cunning device hast thou devised to die 

Never, cajoling still wife after wife 100 
To die for thee !—and dost revile thy friends 

Who will not so—and thou the coward, thou? 

Peace ! e’en bethink thee, if thou lov’st thy life, 

So all love theirs. Thou, if thou speakest evil 

Of us, shalt hear much evil, and that true. 


CHORUS | 
Ye have said too much, thou now, and he before. 
Refrain, old sire, from railing on thy son. 
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ALCESTIS 


. ADMETUS 
Say on, say on ; I have said: if hearing truth 


Gall thee, thou shouldest not have done me wrong. 


PHERES 
I had done more wrong, had I died for thee. 
ADMETUS 
What, for the young and old is death the same? 
PHERES 
One life to live, not twain—this is our due. 
ADMETUS 
Have thy desire—one life outlasting Zeus. 
PHERES | 
Dost curse thy parents, who hast had no wrong? 
ADMETUS 
Ay, whom I marked love-sick for dateless life. 
PHERES 
What ?—art not burying her in thine own stead ? 
: ADMETUS 
A token, dastard, of thy cowardice. 
j PHERES 
I did her not to death : thou canst not say it. 
ADMETUS 
Mayest thou feel thy need of me some day! 
PHERES 7 
Woo many women, that the more may die. 
ADMETUS 


This taunt strikes thee—’tis thou wast loth to die. 


PHERES 
Sweet is yon sun-god’s light, yea, it is sweet. 


ADMETUS 
Base is thy spirit, and unmeet for men. 
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-ALCESTIS | 


PHERES 
Not mine old corpse to the grave thou bear’st with 
glee! 
ADMETUS 
Yet, when thou diest, in ill fame shalt thou die. 


PHERES 
Ill fame is naught to me when I have died. 


| ADMETUS 
Hear him! how full of shamelessness is eld ! 


PHERES 
Not shameless en ee senseless hast thou found 
her. 
ADMETUS 


Begone : ‘leave me to bury this my dead. 


_ PHERES 
I go: her murderer will bury her ! 730 
Thou shalt yet answer for it to her kin. 
Surely Acastus is no more a man, 
If he of thee claim not his sister's blood. . [ Ext. 


ADMETUS 

Avaunt, with her that kennelleth with thee ! 

Childless grow old, as ye deserve, while lives 

Your child : -ye: shall not come beneath one roof 

With me. If need were to renounce by heralds 

Thine hearth paternal, I had renounced it now. 

Let us—for we must bear the present ill— 

Pass on, to lay our dead upon the pyre. - 740 


CHORUS 

Alas for the loving and daring ! 
Farewell to the noblest and best ! 

May Hermes conduct thee down-faring 
Kindly, and Hades to rest 
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‘ALCESTIS 


Receive thee! If any atonement 
For ills even there may betide 
To the good, O thine be enthronement 
By Hades’ bride ! 
[ Exeunt OMNES in funeral procession. 
Enter SERVANT. 
iat SERVANT __ 

Full many a guest, from many a land ahi came 
Unto Admetus’ dwelling, have I known, 
Have set before them meat: but never guest 
More pestilent received I to this hearth: 750 
Who first, albeit he saw my master mourning, 
Entered, and passed the threshold unashamed ; 
Then, nowise courteously received the fare 
Found with us, though our woeful plight he knew, 
But, what we brought not, hectoring bade us bring. 
The i ivy cup uplifts he in his hands, 
And swills the darkling mother’s fiery blood, 
Till the wine’s flame enwrapped him, heating ‘him. 
Then did he wreathe his head with myrtle sprays, 
Dissonant-howling. Diverse strains were heard : 760 
For he sang on, regardless all of ills © 
Darkening Admetus’ house ; we servants wept 
Our mistress: yet we showed not to the guest 
Eyes tear-bedewed, for so Admetus bade. 
And now within the house must I be feasting 
This guest,—a lawless thief, a bandit rogue, 
While forth the house ‘she is borne! I followed 

not, — 
Nor stretched the hand, nor wailed unto my mistress 
Farewell, who was to me and all the household 
A mother ; for from ills untold she saved us, 770 
Assuaging her lord’s wrath. Do I not well 
To loathe this guest, intruder on our griefs? - 
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ALCESTIS 


Enter HERCULES. 

HERCULES 
Ho, fellow, why this solemn brooding look 3 ? 
The servant should not lower upon the guest, 
But welcome him with kindly-beaming cheer. 
Thou, seeing here in presence thy lord’s friend, 
With visage sour and cloud of knitted brows 
Receiv’st him, fretting o’er an alien grief. 
Hither to me, that wiser thou mayst grow. 
The lot of man—its nature knowest thou? 
I trow not: how shouldst thou? Give ear to me. 


From all mankind the debt of death is due, 
Nor of all mortals is there one that knows 

If through the coming morrow he shall live : 
For trackless is the way of fortune’s feet, 

Not to be taught, nor won by art of man. 

This hearing then, and learning it from me, 
Make merry, drink : the life from day to day 
Account thine own, all else in fortune’s power. 


Honour withal the sweetest of the Gods 

~To men, the Cyprian Queen—a gracious Goddess ! 
Away with other thoughts, and heed my words, 

If thou dost think I speak wise words and true : 

So think I. Hence with sorrow overwrought ; 
Rise above this affliction : drink with me, _ 

Thy brows with garlands bound. Full well I wot, 
From all this lowering spirit prison-pent 

Thine anchor shall Sir Beaker’s plash upheave. 
What, man !—the mortal must be mortal-minded. 
So, for your solemn wights of knitted brows, ° 


For each and all,——if thou for judge wilt take me,— 


Life is not truly life, but mere affliction. 
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_ SERVANT 
All this we know: but now are we in plight 
Not meet for laughter and for revelry. 
HERCULES 
The woman dead is alien-born : grieve not 


Exceeding much. Yet live the household's lords. 


SERVANT 
Live, quotha !—know’st thou not the house’s ills? 
HERCULES 
Yea, if thy master lied not unto me. 
SERVANT | 
Guest-fain he is—ah, guest-fain overmuch ! 
_ HERCULES 
A stranger dead—and no guest-cheer for me? 810 
SERVANT 
O yea, an alien—overmuch an alien! 
HERCULES 
Ha! was he keeping some affliction back? 
SERVANT 


Go thou in peace: our lords’ ills are for us. 
Turns anay ; but HERCULES seizes him, and 
makes him face hsm. 

HERCULES 

Grief for a stranger—such words mean not that! 
SERVANT 

Else had I not sore vexed beheld thy revel. 
HERCULES 

How ! have I sorry handling of mine hosts ? 
SERVANT 

Thou cam’st in hour unmeet for welcoming, 


For grief is on us; and thou see’st shorn hair 
And vesture of black robes. | ee 
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ALCESTIS 


HERCULES 


But who hath died ? 

Not of the children one, or grey-haired sire? 820 
SERVANT 

Nay, but Admetus’ wife is dead, O guest. 
HERCULES 

How say’st thou?—Ha, even then ye gave me 

welcome? | 

SERVANT 

For shame he could not thrust thee from these doors 
HERCULES 

O hapless ! what a helpmeet hast thou lost ! 
SERVANT 

We have all perished, and not she alone. 
HERCULES 


I felt it, when I saw his tear-drowned eyes, 

His shaven hair, his face: yet he prevailed, 

Saying he bare a stranger-friend to burial. 

I passed this threshold in mine heart’s despite, 

And drank in halls of him that loves the guest, 830 

When thus his plight! And am I revelling / 

With wreathed head? O my friend, that thou 
shouldst say 

Naught, when on thine home such affliction lay!... 

Where doth he bury her? Where shall I find her? 


SERVANT 
By the straight path that leads Larissa-wards 
Shalt see the hewn-stone tomb without the walls. 


HERCULES | 
O much-enduring heart and hand of mine, 
Now show what son the Lady of Tiryns bare, 
Electryon’s child Alemena, unto Zeus. | 
For I must save the woman newly dead, 840 
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And set Alcestis in this house again, — 

And render to Admetus good for good. 

[ go. The sable-vestured King of Corpses, 
Death, will I-watch for, and shall find, I trow, 
Drinking the death-draught hard beside the tomb. 
And if I lie in wait, and dart from ambush, 

And seize, and with mine arms’ coil compass him, 
None is there shall deliver from mine hands 

His straining sides, ere he yield up his prey. 

Yea, though I miss the quarry, and he come not 
Unto the blood-clot, to the sunless homes 

Down will I fare of Cora and her King, 

And make demand. I doubt not I shall lead 
Alcestis up, and give to mine host’s hands, 

Who to his halls received, nor drave me thence, 
Albeit smitten with affliction sore, 

But hid it, like a prince, respecting me. 

Who is more guest-fain of Thessalians ? 

Who in all Hellas? O, he shall not say 

That one so princely showed a base man kindness. 


[ Exit. 


Enter aDMETUs, ntth cHorus and Attendants, 
returning from the funeral. 
ADMETUS 

O hateful returning ! 
O hateful to see 

Drear halls full of yearning 
For the lost—ah me! 


What aim or what rest have I ?—silence or speech, 


of what help shall they be? 
Would God I were dead ! 
O, [ came from the. womb 
To a destiny dread ! 
Ah, those in the tomb— 
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ALCESTIS | 


How I envy them! How I desire them, and long to 
abide in their home! 
To mine eyes nothing sweet 
Is the light of the heaven, 
Nor the earth to my feet ; 
Such a helpmeet is riven 870 
By Death from my side, and my a to Hades 
the spoiler hath given. 


CHORUS 
Pass on thou; and hide thee (Str.) 
In thy chambers... 7 


ADMETUS 
Ah woe! 
CHORUS 
Wail the griefs that betide thee : 
How canst thou but so? 


ADMETUS 
O God! : 
| _ CHORUS 
Thou hast passed through deep waters 
of anguish—I know it, I know. 
ADMETUS 
Woe! darkest of days : : 
CHORUS. 
No help bringeth this ° 
To thy love in that place. 
ADMETUS 
Woe! 
CHORUS | 
: Bitter it is 
The face of a wife well-belovéd for ever aiid x ever to 
miss. 
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ADMETUS 
Thou hast stricken mine heart 
Where the wound will not heal. 
What is worse than to part 
From the loving and leal ? 
Would God I had wedded her not, pero wiéh 
Alcestis to feel ! 
O, I envy the lot 
Of the man without wife, 
Without child: single-wrought 
Is the strand of his life : 
No soul-crushing burden of sorrow, no strength-over- 
mastering strife. 
_ But that children should sicken, 
That gloom of despair 
Over bride-beds should thicken, 
What spirit can bear, 
When childless, unwedded, a man through life’s calm 
journey might fare? 
CHORUS 
Thee Fortune hath met, (Ant.) 
Strong wrestler, and thrown ; 
Yet no bounds hast thou set— 
ADMETUS 
Woe’s me !— 
CHORUS 
To thy moan. 
O, thy burden is heavy! 
ADMETUS 


Alas ! 
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ALCESTIS 


CHORUS 
Yet endure it : thou art not alone. 
Not thou art the first 
Of bereaved ones. 
ADMETUS 
| Ah me! — “s 
CHORUS , 
Such tempest hath burst 
-Upoh many ere thee. 
Unto each his mischance, when the surges roll up fom 
_Calamity’s sea. 
ADMETUS , 
O long grief and pain 
For belovéd ones passed ! ye 
Why didst thou restrain, 
When myself I had cast 
Down into her grave, with the noblest to lie peace- 
lulled at the last? | 
‘ Not one soul, but two 
Had been Hades’ prey, = sss, 
Souls utterly true. a 
United foraye, = --: .- 
Which together o’er waves of the underworld-mere 
had passed this day. 7 
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CHORUS 
Of my kin was there one, (Str.) 
And the life’s light failed 
In his halls of a son, 
One meet to be wailed, [prevailed ; 
His only belovéd: howbeit the manhood within him 
And the ills heaven-sent 
As a man did he bear, 
Though by this was he bent 
Unto silvered hair, 
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ALCESTIS 


Far on in life’s path, without son for his remnant of 
weakness to care. 
ADMETUS 
O, how can I tread 
Thy threshold, fair home? 
How shelter mine head 
"Neath thy roof, now the doom 
Of my fate’s dice changeth >—ah me, what change 
upon all things is come ! 
For with torches aflame 
Of the Pelian pine, 
And with bride-song I came 
_ In that hour divine, 
Upbearing the hand of a wife—thine hand, O 
darling mine ! 
Followed revellers, raising 
Acclaim : ever broke 
From the lips of them praising, 
Of the dead as they spoke, . 
And of me, how the noble, the children of kings, 
Love joined ‘neath his yoke. 
But for bridal song 
Is the wail for the dead, 
And, for white-robed. throng, 
Black vesture hath led 
Me to halls where the ghost of delight lieth couched 
on a desolate bed. 
CHORUS | 
To the trance of thy bliss - (Ant.) 
Sudden anguish was brought. 
Never lesson like this 
To thine heart had been taught : 
Yet thy life hast thou won, and thy soul hast 
delivered from death :—is it naught? 
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ALCESTIS 


Thy wife hath departed : 
Love tender and true 

Hath she left :—stricken-hearted, 
Wherein is this new? 


Hath Death not unyoked from the chariot of Love 


full many ere you? 


ADMETUS 
Friends, I account the fortune of my wife 
Happier than mine, albeit it seem riot so. 
For naught of grief shall touch her any. more, 
And glorious rest she finds from many toils. 
But I, unmeet to live, my doom outrun, 
Shall drag out bitter days: I know it now. 
How shall I bear to enter this mine home? 
Speaking to whom, and having speech of whom, 
Shall I find joy of entering ?—whither turn me? 
The solitude within shall drive me forth, 
Whenso I see my wife’s couch tenantless, 
And seats whereon she sat, and, ‘neath the roof, 
All foul the floor ; when on my knees my babes 
Falling shall weep their mother, servants moan 
The peerless mistress from the mansion lost. 
All this within: but from the world without 
Me shall Thessalian bridals chase, and throngs 
Where women gossip—oh, I shall not bear 
On these, young matrons like my wife, to look ! 
And whatsoever foe [ have shall scoff : 
“Lo there who basely liveth—dared not die, 
‘“ But whom he wedded gave, a coward’s ransom, 


“ And ’scaped frém Hades. Count ye him a man? 


“‘ He hates his parents, though himself was loth 
“To die!’ Such ill report, besides my griefs, 
Shall mine be. Ah, what honour is mine to live, 
O friends, in evil fame, in evil plight ? 
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CHORUS 
(Str. 1) 
I have mused on the words of the wise, 
Of the mighty in song ; 
I have lifted mine heart to the skies, 
I have searched all truth with mine eyes ; 
But naught more strong 
Than Fate have I found : there is naught 
In the tablets of Thrace, 
Neither drugs whereof Orpheus taught, 
Nor in all that Apollo brought 970 
To Asclepius’ race, 
When the herbs of healing he severed, and out of 
their anguish delivered 
The pain-distraught. 


There is none other Goddess beside (Azt. 1) 
To the altars of whom 
No man draweth near, nor hath cried 
To her image, nor victim hath died, 
Averting her doom. 
O Goddess, more mighty for ill 
Come not upon me 
Than in days overpast : for his will 
Even Zeus may in no wise fulfil 
Unholpen of thee. 
Steel is molten as water before thee, but never 
relenting came o’er thee, 980 
Who art ruthless still. 
(Str. 2) 
Thee, friend, hath the Goddess ee from her 
hands never wrestler hath slipped. 
Yet be strong to endure : never mourning shall] bring 
our belovéd returning 
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ALCESTIS 


From the nethergloom up to the light. 
Yea, the heroes of Gods begotten, 
They fade into darkness, forgotten 

In death’s chill night. 
Dear was she in days ere we lost her, 


Dear yet, though she lie with the dead. 


None nobler shall Earth-mother foster 
Than the wife of thy bed. 


(Ant. 2) 
Not as mounds of the dead which have died, SO 


account we the tomb of thy bride ; 


But O, let the worship and honour that we render to 


Gods rest upon her: 
Unto her let the wayfarer pray. 


As he treadeth the pathway that trendeth 


Aside from the highway, and bendeth 
At her-shrine, he shall say : 
“ Her life for her lord’s was given ; 


With the Blest now abides she on high. 


Hail, Queen, show us grace from thine 
heaven !’ 


Even so shall they cry. 


But lo, Alemena’s son, as seemeth, yonder, 

Admetus, to thine hearth is journeying. 

Enter wercu es, leading a woman wholly veiled. 
HERCULES 

Unto a friend behoveth speech outspoken, 

Admetus, not to hide within the breast 


Murmurs unvoiced. I came mid thine affliction : 


Fair claim was mine to rank amidst thy friends : 
Thou told’st me not how lay thy wife a corpse ; 
Thou gavest me guest-welcome in thine home, 
Making pretence of mourning for a stranger. 
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990 


1000 


1010 


AAKHSTI 


KaoTe ra para Kat Oeois éhewpauny 
orrovias € év oixous dvoruyovat Toict coils. 
Kal péupouat bev pépapopae maQev Tae, 
ov pap ce dutreip év Kakotct Bovropau, 
ay © eivey’ Hx Sede bmootpeyas TaN 
1020 NeEoo. yuvaira TVOE fL0b oacov raBoav, 
Ews av & larmrous Sedpo Opyias a ayov 
EXO, TUpavvov Buorovey KATAKTAVOD. 
ampdakéas 8 6 py TUX OU, VOO TNO ape yap, 
Sidape THVOE Totce ™ poo Toney 1ofLors. 
TOAD be poxO@ Xeipas 7rOev els epas: 
ayava yap Tavonpov etpicxm TiWas 
tiévras, abrAntaiow afvov TOvov, 
dOev xopilo THYCE VURNT PLA 
daBov TA pev yap Koda Tois VIK@OLY WV 
1030: imrqrous aryerOas, Totot d av ra pel Sova. 
VROL, Tru EnY Kal madny, BoudopBia- 
yun é er avrois elrrer’s évTuxovTe Se 
aloxpov Tmapeivas Képdos 7) Hv 7S evicnreés. 
aXN, @oTrep elon, cot perery iyuvaica vpn 
ov yap Korraiay, axa oy Tove daBov 
HKw’ Xpove 6é Kal ov pw aivéces ious. 
AAMHTOX 
ovTOL arivoy avd ev é Opoiaw TOeis 
Expuy" ens ayuvarKds a /Mous TUXaS" 
ann’ aos adyet TOUT av Hv T Pog KEL MEVOP, 
1040 el Tov 1pos aANOU Sapal? apynOns Eévou: 
anus Oé Kralecy TOUMOV nv épol KAKOV. | 
yuvaica 6, el TOS ear, aitodpat a”, ava€, 
a&AXov TW dats py TwétrovOev of eyo 
cwtew dvoyds Oecoarov’ TodXdoi bé cot 
Eévor Depaiav? wy pw dvayvnons KaKev.} 
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ALCESTIS 


I wreathed mine head, I spilled unto the Gods 
Drink-offerings in a stricken house, even thine. 
I blame thee, thus mishandled, yea, I blame ; 
Yet nowise is my will to gall thy grief. 


But wherefore hither turning back I come, _ 

This will I tell, Take, guard for me this maid, — 1020 
Till, leading hitherward the Thracian mares, 

I come from slaughter of Bistonia’s lord. 

But if I fall—no, no! I must return !— 

I give her then, for service of thine halls. 

Prize of hard toil unto mine hands she came : 

For certain men I found but now arraying 

An athlete-strife, toil-worthy, for all comers, 

Whence I have won and bring this victor’s meed. 


Horses there were for them to take which won 

The light foot’s triumph ; but for hero-strife,. 1030 
Boxing and wrestling, oxen were the guerdon ; 

A woman made it richer. Shame it seemed 

To hap thereon, and slip this glorious gain. : 

But, as I said, this woman be thy care ; 

For no thief’s prize, but toil-achieved, I bring her. 

Yea, one day thou perchance shalt say ‘twas well. 


ADMETUS 

Not flouting thee, nor counting among foes, 

My wife’s unhappy fate I hid from thee. 

But this had been but grief uppiled on grief, 
Hadst:thou sped hence to be another’s guest ; 1040 
And mine own ills sufficed me to bewail. 

Yon maid—lI pray thee, if it may be, prince, 

Bid some Thessalian ward her, who hath not 

Suffered as I: thou hast many friends in Pherae. 

Oh, waken not remembrance of my grief ! 
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AAKHSTIS 


ovK ap Suvaipny tnvd opav év dapacu 
adakpus elvat- en VOOOUVTL LOL VOTOV 
mpooOis anus yap ocuppopa Bapwvopat. 
Tod Kal Tpéeporr’ ay Scoperreoy ved YUvH ; 
véa yap, os éoOFATt Kal Koo pp TpeTreL. 
mOoTEpa per’ dvdpav Or’ évoLKnoet aoréyny 5 
Kal TOS axparpyns év véots oTpwpw ern 
eras ; TOV BEE’, ‘Hpdxrers, ov padsov 
elpryeuy” éyo b¢ cov mpounOiar é eyo. 

0 THs Bavovens Odrapov ela Bjoas TpEpeo ; ; 
Kal Tas éTreachp@ THvdE Te Keiuns réyet ; 
Sud fv poRovpat péprpev, € ex Te Onporary, 
pen Tis pe eréyEn THY éuny evepryeTiv 
mpodovt’ év addns Sepviors pe asl véas, 
Kal TIS Bavovons: akia & é€jot oéBewv" 
TOAAHY Tpovovay bei # exe. a0 0, yuvas, 
TUS TOT el ov, TAUT eXoue" *Arehorreds 
popdijs peTp ioOe Kat mpormEas déuas- 
oipor. xopete Tpos Gea é€ o Oppatr ory 
yuvaixa TIVOE, pn ™ Ens 7 TPNMEVOV. 

Sond yap auTny elo opav yuvaix’ opay 
euny Porot dé Kapoiay, éx 8 Oppar oy 
myyat KaTEpp@yaci: @ TAT MOV eyo, 

@s aptt TévOous TovdE Yyevopat TLKpOD.. 


XOPOS 
eyo HEV OVK Exoup’ dy ev réyeuv roe” 
xpy 8, dartis etot, Kaptepety Oeod docu. 
HPAKAHS 
et yap TOT AUTHY Svvapuy elyov OorTe ony 


els pas Tropevo at vEpTEpov x Seoparov 
yuvaixa Kai oot THVvde Troptivat Yapwv. 


ALCESPIS 


I could not, seeing her mine halls within, 

Be tearless : add not hurt unto mine hurt; 
Burdened enough am I by mine affliction. 

Nay, in mine house where should a young maid 
| lodge ?— 

For vesture and adorning speak her young :— "1050 
What, ’neath the men’s roof shall her lodging be ? 
And how unsullied, dwelling with young men? 

Not easy is it, Hercules, to curb 

The young : herein do I take thought for thee. 

Or shall I ope to her my dead wife’s bower ? 

How !— cause her to usurp my lost love’s bed? 

Twofold reproach I dread—first, from my folk, 

Lest any say that, traitor to my saviour, 

I fall upon another woman’s bed ; 

Then, from my dead wife—oh, she is reverence- 
worthy !— 1060 

Of her must I be heedful. Woman, thou, 

Whoso thou art, know that thy body’s stature 

Is as Alcestis, and thy form as hers. 

Ah me !—lead, for the Gods’ sake, from my sight 

This woman! Take not my captivity captive. 

For, as I look on her, methinks I see 

My wife: she stirs mine heart with turmoil : fountains 

Of tears burst from mine eyes. O wretched I! 

Now first I taste this grief’s full bitterness. 


CHORUS 
In sooth thy fortune can I not commend : 1070 
Yet all Heaven’s visitations must we bear. 
HERCULES 


O that such might I had as back to bring 
To light thy wife from nethergloom abodes, 
And to bestow this kindness upon thee! 
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AMKHSTIS 


AAMHTOS 
: 9 A , 
odd’ olda BovrcoOai o dv. adda Tod TOO ; 
ovK éott Tovs Oavovtas eis pados ponreiv. 


HPAKAH> 
b ) b , 
_ pa) vuv vrépBard’,, GAN’ evaroivws hépe. 
AAMHTOZ 
ea la) 4 la) 
paov wapaveiy 7) TwaBovTa Kaptepety. 
HPAKAH> 
Va > , 
ti & av mpoxomrois, e¢ Oédous del orévery ; 
AAMHTOZ 
4, 
1080 EyvaKa KaUTOS, GAN épws Tis eEaryet. 
HPAKAH> 
XN \ fe) \ , > ww 4 
TO yap pirjoat tov Oavort’ ayer Sdxpv. 
AAMHTOZ 
, “A 
ATWNEPEV LE, KATE UAAAOV H A€yo. 
HPAKAH> 
\ > A # 4 b) a 
yuvatcos eoOARs humAaKes: Tis avTEpeEl ; 
AAMHTO> . 
/ 9 
aor avdpa Tovde pnxel’ HSec8ar Bio. 
HPAKAH2 
, fo) > A , 
ypovos pardfa, viv & & 78a cor xaxov. 
AASMHTOS 
f , ¥ b] , \ a 
Npovov Aéyous av, Eb KpOVvos TO KaTOaveiv. 
HPAKAH2 
/ 4 \ J 4 
yun o€ Tavoe Kal véou yaou oO. 
AAMHTOZ 
/ , Sd 9 A 97 
aiynoov olov eltras. ovK av @ounv. 
HPAKAHS 
b ) n 
TiS; ov yapels yap, AMAA YNpEvoes AéyXos ; 
AAMHTOS 
1090 ovK Eotiy Aris THE TUYKMONOETAL. 
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ALCESTIS 


ADMETUS 
*Fain would’st thou, well I know. But wherefore this ? 
It cannot be the dead to light should come. 


HERCULES 
O’ershoot not thou the mark ; bear bravely all. 
ADMETUS 
Easier to exhort than suffer and be strong. 
HERCULES 
But what thy profit, though for aye thou moan? 
ADMETUS 
I too know this; yet love drives me distraught. 1080 
HERCULES 
Love for the lost—ay, that draws forth the tear. 
ADMETUS | 
She hath undone me more than words can tell. 
HERCULES 
A good wife hast thou lost, who shall gainsay ? 
ADMETUS 
So that thy friend hath no more joy in life. 
HERCULES 
Time shall bring healing ; now is thy grief young. 
ADMETUS 
_ Time—time ?—O yea, if this thy Time be Death! 
HERCULES 
A young wife, new love-yearning, shall console thee. 
ADMETUS 
Hush !—what say’st thou ?—I could not think there- 
on ! 
HERCULES 
How ?—wilt not wed, but widowed keep thy couch ? 
ADMETUS 


Lives not the woman that shall couch with me. 1090 
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AAKHSTIS 


HPAKAH2 
pay tHv Oavotcav wperciv tt mpocdokdas ; 
AAMHTOS 
Kelyny Otrovrrep gate TimacBar ypewr. 
HPAKAH= 
| ae, \ > A / > » , 
QLVe pev aivas pwpiay & opAoxKdvecs. 
AAMHTOZ 
4 a 
@S untroT’ avdpa Tovde vuppiov Kadwv. 
HPAKAH 
0 9 b 4 
ernves ANOXO TATOOS OvVEK El hirdos 
° AAMHTOZ 
Odvoip’ éxeivnv Kaitrep ovK odcay Tpodovs. 
HPAKAH® 
, f 
déyou vu elow THvde yevvaioy Sopov. 
AAMHTOZ 
A , “A 4 ” f 
Nn, Tpos oe TOU oTElpavTos ayTopat Atos. 
HPAKAHZ 
\ Ai e J \ 4 4 
Kab pny apaprnces ye un Spdcas Tae. 
AAMHTOZ 
~ 4 , 
kal Spav ye Nun xapdiav SnyOnoopas. 
HPAKAH> 
miBov tay’ av yap eis Séov révoe apts. 
AAMHTOZ 
ev" 
el?’ é& dydvos THvde wn NaBés Tote. 
HPAKAH2 
ViK@VTL évTOL Kal OV GUVYLKGS emot 
as épot. 
AAMHTOZ 
lad b 
Karas éreEas* 4 yur 8 awedOéro. 
HPAKAH2 


areal, et Xpn pata © ei ypewy aOpet. 


ALCESTIS 


HERCULES - 
Look’st thou that this shall profit aught the dead ? | 
- ADMETUS 
I needs must honour her where’er she be. 
HERCULES 
Good—good—vet this the world calls foolishness. 
ADMETUS 
So be it, so thou call me bridegroom never. 
| HERCULES 
I praise thee, in that leal thou art to her. 
ADMETUS 


I ?—false to her, though dead ?>—may I die first! 


2 HERCULES 
Receive this woman then these halls within. 


ADMETUS 
Nay !—I implore thee by thy father Zeus ! 
HERCULES 
Yet shalt thou err if thou do not this thing. 
ADMETUS 
- Yet shall mine heart be tortured, if I do it. 1100 
' HERCULES 
Yield thou: this grace may prove nemshange a duty. 
ADMETUS 
O that in strife thou ne’er hadst won this maid ! 
HERCULES 
Yet thy friend's victory is surely thine. 
ADMETUS 
Well said: yet let the woman hence depart. 
HERCULES 


Yea—if need be. First look well—need it be ? 
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AAKH&TIS 


AAMHTOS 
/ a“ \ lA b / b 4 
XPH, TOU ye 447 MEANOVTOS Opryaivery Epol. 
HPAKAHE - 
7 
elows TL KaY@ THVS exw TpoOvpiav. 
AAMHTOZ 
vina vuv, ov pv avddvorTa jot TroLeEls. 
HPAKAH2 
GAN eo’ 80’ Has aivéress: wiOod povov. 
AAMHTOZ 
9 
copier, eb xpn THvde SéEacOar Somors. 
HPAKAHS 
> A o \ ww , 
ov dy peOeinv THY yuvaixa TpooTroNats. 
AAMHTOZ 
bit fe 
ov & autos adrny eicay, et Bovrcr, Somous. 
HPAKAHS 
eis ads pep ody éywye Oncopar xépas. 
AAMHTOS 
ovk dv Oiyouus: SHpat cioedNOeiv mapa. 
HPAKAHS 
A A , \ A 4 
TH on wéraOa xeupt SeEa povy. 
AAMHTOZ 
9 la) 
dvak, Budler pw ov Oédovra Spav rdéde. 
HPAKAH> 
ToApa Tpoteivar xeipa Kal Ovyety Eévns. 
AAMHTOX 
\ \ / fo e@ a 
Kat 57 mpoteive, l'opyov' ws KapaTopav. 
HPAKAHS 
EELS ; 
AAMHTOX 
éeXo. 


ALCESTIS 


ADMETUS 
Needs must—save thou wilt else be wroth with me. 
HERCULES 
I too know what I do, insisting thus. 
ADMETUS 
Have then thy will: thy pleasure is my pain. 


HERCULES 
Yet one day shalt thou praise me: only yield. 


ADMETUS (to attendants) 


Lead ye her, if mine halls must needs receive. 1110 
HERCULES 

Nay, to no servants’ hands will I commit her. 
ADMETUS 

Thou lead her in then, if it seems thee good. 
HERCULES 

Nay, but in thine hands will I place her—thine. 
ADMETUS . 

I will not touch her! Open stand my doors. 
HERCULES 

Unto thy right hand only trust I her. 
ADMETUS 

King, thou dost force me, sore ages my will! 
HERCULES 


Be strong: stretch forth thine hand and touch thy 
guest. 
ADMETUS (turning his face ae, 
I do, as one who doth behead a Gorgon. 
HERCULES 
Hast her? 
ADMETUS 
I have. 
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AAKH&TIS 


HPAKAHS 
vai, o@lé vuv, cal Tov Atos 
dyces ToT eivas Taida yevvaiov Eévov. 
Bréypov apes avrny, et re of Sone mpéreww 
yuvatki: Avns 8 evtvyav peliotaco. 
AAMHTOS 
® Oeoi, ti NEw; Oadm avérmicrov Tobe 
yuvaira Nevoow THY euny eTNTUMLOS, 
i) Képtopos pe Oeod tis extrAnooe Yapa ; 
HPAKAHS 
b] wv > , 2 ¢ ~ 4 4 
OUK EoTLY, ANAA THVS Opads Samapta onv. 


AAMHTOZ 
Spa ye un Te Paopa veptépwv Tod 7. 
HPAKAH= : 
ov uyayoyov Ttovd érroinow Eévov. 
) AAMHTOZ 
GAN’ hv Carrroy etcop@ Sapapt pnp ; 
HPAKAHZ 
cad ic®. amoareiy § ov ce Oavpalo Tuynv. 
AAMHTOX 
Oiyo, wpoceitra Caoav ws Sauapr euny ; 
HPAKAH2 . 
mpooeim: &xeus yap Wav docovirep HOENEs. 
| AAMHTOZ 


@ VA \ w \ VA 

@ dirtarns yuvatkos dupa Kal dépas, 

éya o déArtws, ovtroT byecOar Soxarv, 
HPAKAHS 

Exeus' POdvos Sé pur) yévorTo Tus Oewy. 


ALCESTIS 


HERCULES 
Yea, guard her. Thou shalt call 
The child of Zeus one day a noble guest. 1120 
[ Ratses the vetl, and discloses ALCESTIS. 
Look on her, if in aught she seems to thee 
Like to thy wife. Step forth from grief to bliss._ 


ADMETUS 
What shall I say?—Gods! Marvel this unhoped for ! 
My wife do I behold in very sooth, 
Or doth some god-sent mockery-joy distract me ? 


3 HERCULES 
Not so; but this thou seést is thy wife. 


ADMETUS 
What if this be some phantom from the shades? 


HERCULES 
No ghost-upraiser hast thou ta’en for guest. 


ADMETUS 


How ?—whom I buried do I see—my wife ? 
HERCULES 
Doubt not: yet might’st thou well mistrust thy 
fortune. 1130 
ADMETUS 


_ As wife, as living, may I touch, address her ? 


HERCULES 
Speak to her: all thou didst desire thou hast. 


ADMETUS 
Oh dearest !—wife !—sweet face !—belovéd form ! 
Past hope I have thee! Never I thought to see 
thee! 
HERCULES | 
Thou hast: may no God of thy bliss be jealous. 
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AAKHSTIS 


AAMHTOZ 
a Tou peyiatou Lyvos evyevés Téxvor, 
eVdatpovoins, Kai o o puticas TaThp 
aglow ov yap on Tap " dvdpIwcas [Lovos. 
mas THVS ereurpas vépOev eis hdos TOO ; 


HPAKAHS 
, fo 
paxny ovvdrpas Sarpovwv TO Kupio. 
| AAMHTOS 
tov Tovde Bavaro ys ayava cupBanreiv.; 
HPAKAH2 
4 > > AN > / 4 a) 
TuuBov wap avrov éx AoXou papas xeEpoir.. 
AAMHTO= 


4 4 >» rN ww @ , 
Tt yap To? 40 avavoos ExtynKev yuvy ; 
@ 


HPAKAH2 
ovTrM Dems sou Thode Tpoapavnpdreov 
KAvELV, Trp av Jeoian roiat vepTépots 
adayviontas Kab TpiTov pony pdos. 
adn’ eloary’ elaw THVvdEe: Kal Sixasos & QV 
TO Aovrron, “ASunr’, ebaéBeu rept Eévous. 
Kal xaip’ eyo 5é Tov 7 poKel LeVOV qovov 
LOevérov tupavve@ trasdt troprvva ponwv. 


AAMHTOS 
peivoy Tap nuiv Kal cuvéoTLos yevod. 


HPAKAHZ 
aibis TOO éoTat, viv © éretyerOai pe Set 


AQMHTOZ 
GND edtuxoins, vooTtwov 8 énBous ooov. 
aarois b¢ wdaon T évvéetrw TETPAPXIG, 
Xopovs én’ ea Orais cuppopaiaty LoTaval 
Bapovs te xucayv BovOutorot mpoctpoTrats. 


ALCESTIS 


ADMETUS 

O scion nobly-born of Zeus most high, 

Blessings on thee! The Father who begat thee 
Keep thee! Thou only hast restored my fortunes. 
How didst thou bring her from the shades to light ? 


HERCULES 
I closed in conflict with the Lord of Spirits. 1140 


ADMETUS 
Where, say’st thou, didst thou fight this fight with 
Death? | 
HERCULES 
From ambush by the tomb mine hands ensnared him. 


ADMETUS 
Now wherefore speechless standeth thus my wife ? 


HERCULES 

"Tis not vouchsafed thee yet to hear her voice, 

Ere to the Powers beneath the earth she be 
Unconsecrated, and the third day come. 

But lead her in, and, just man as thou art, 

Henceforth, Admetus, reverence still the guest. 

Farewell. But 1 must go, and work the work 

Set by the king, the son of Sthenelus. - 1150 


ADMETUS 
Abide with us, a sharer of our hearth. 


HERCULES 
Hereafter this : now must I hasten on. 


ADMETUS 
O prosper thou, and come again in peace! 
Exit HERCULES. 
Through all my realm I publish to my folk 
That, for these blessings, dances they array, 
And that: atonement-fumes from altars rise. 
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AAKHSTIS 


vov yap weOnppoopecba Bertiw Biov 
Tov mpocbev: ov yap EvTUXaY apvyncopas. 
XOPOZ 
Toda poppal tav Satpovior, 
1160 joAnra 8° aédmrrTws Kpaivovart Oeoi: 
xal ta Soxnbévt’ ovn éreréaOn, 
tav & ddoxnrav topov nipe Geos. 
-o1vd améBn T0de Tpaypa. 
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ALCESTIS 


For now to happier days than those o’erpast 
Have we attained. I own me blest indeed. 
CHORUS 
O the works of the Gods—in manifold forms they 
reveal them : 
Manifold things unhoped-for the Gods to accom- 
plishment bring. 1160 
. And the things that we looked for, the Gods deign 
not to fulfil them ; 
And the paths undiscerned of our eyes, the Gods 
unseal them. 
So fell this marvellous thing. 
[ Exeunt oMNES. 


END OF VOL. IV_ | 
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